


Imagine a 41-mile multi-

use trail along an old 

railroad bed stretching 

through the New River 

basin just north of Oak 

Ridge, Tennessee, along a 

scenic portion of the 

Cumberland Plateauõs New 

River. Available for biking 

or walking a long or short 

way, from Oneida (Scott 

County) to Devonia/Mooreõs 

Camp (Anderson County).  

Successful Rails-to-Trails 

projects around the country 

have realized significant 

economic and tourism 

benefits for their local 

communities. Conversion of 

the Oneida Line is a real 

possibility, and the time is 

now to make it happen as the 

RJ Corman Railroad 

Company, the owner of the 

Oneida Line, has recently 

received approval to abandon 

the rail line. 



Scenic view along the 

Virginia Creeper. 

Photo by Ken Mayes 

Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ wΦWΦ /ƻǊƳŀƴ ŬƭŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘ ό{¢.ύ ǘƻ 
ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ǘƘŜ пм-ƳƛƭŜ άhƴŜƛŘŀ [ƛƴŜΦέ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
/ƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ 
/ƛǝȊŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ό¢/²tύ ŬƭŜŘ ŀ 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {¢. ŦƻǊ ŀ bƻǝŎŜ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ 
¦ǎŜ όbL¢¦ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ {¢. ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΦ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ bL¢¦Σ ƻǊ wŀƛƭōŀƴƪƛƴƎ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
{ŎƻǧΣ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ /ƻǊƳŀƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎΣ ǊŀƛƭōŜŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴǘŀŎǘΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ-
ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊŜŀŎǝǾŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
Ǌŀƛƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƭōŀƴƪŜŘ 
ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
Ǌŀƛƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΦ 

 

¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ /ƛǝȊŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
ό¢/²tύ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ Ǌŀƛƭ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ hƴŜƛŘŀ ŀƴŘ 
aƻƻǊŜΩǎ /ŀƳǇ ό5ŜǾƻƴƛŀύ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ wŀƛƭǎ-ǘƻ-¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ōƻƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ пм-ƳƛƭŜ Ǌŀƛƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ tŀƛƴǘ 
wƻŎƪ /ǊŜŜƪ DƻǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ wƛǾŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ¢b 
ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎΥ {Ŏƻǧ όнт ƳƛƭŜǎύΣ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ όсΦр ƳƛƭŜǎύΣ 
ŀƴŘ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ όтΦр ƳƛƭŜǎύΦ  

 

¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ CǊƻȊŜƴ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǘŜ 
tŀǊƪΣ ¢ƘŜ /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪΣ ¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 
/ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ 
hƴŜƛŘŀ όDŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ {ƻǳǘƘ CƻǊƪ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ !ǊŜŀύΣ bƻǊƳŀΣ ²ƛƴƻƴŀΣ 
.ǊƻƻƪǎƛŘŜΣ {ƘŜŀΣ 5ŜǾƻƴƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ /ŀƳǇΦ  

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ 
ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ǊƛǾŜǊ 
ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŎƪȅ ƎƻǊƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ 
ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛƪŜ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΣ ƘƛƪŜǊǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǳǎŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŎŀƴƻŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪŀȅŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜΦ  IƛƪŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƛƪŜ ǘƻ hƴŜƛŘŀ ƻǊ CǊƻȊŜƴ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǘŜ 
tŀǊƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ .ϧ. ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 



Family enjoying the Eureka Trail 
in Athens, TN. 

Photo by Will Skelton 

Railroad passing through 
Winona that would be 

converted to a Rails to Trails.  
Photo by Tim Bieglow 

Former railroad now the 
Virginia Creeper.   

Photo by Will Skelton 
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Future trail for families to enjoy. 
Photo by Tim Bigelow 

ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻǿƴǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƘƛƪŜǊǎΦ  aŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŀƛƭǎ-ǘƻ-¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ¢/²tύΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ  

 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ǊŜŜǇŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ !ƭƭŜƎŀƴȅ tŀǎǎŀƎŜ-/ϧh /ŀƴŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ 
tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ ! нллп ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎϝ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ оп-ƳƛƭŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ǊŜŜǇŜǊ 
¢Ǌŀƛƭ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ϸн 
Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭ 
ǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ  

 

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜƭȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ  


