
Dan Murphy 
Town of Oakland  
 
December 31st, 2020 
 
Burnett County Land Use and Information Committee 
7410 County Highway K 
Siren, WI 54872 
 
RE: Town of Swiss CUP #: CUP-20-47 

Dear Committee:  

The Burnett County Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Application #CUP-20-47 is incomplete and 
inaccurate according to the Burnett County Conditional Use Permit Application document (Application) 
and therefore cannot be sufficiently reviewed by the Land Use and Information Committee (LUIC).   

Land Services staff, in their report for this CUP dated December 30th, 2020, has recommended that a 
complete campground map may be requested as a condition of approval of this CUP.  However, in a 
development of this scale it is only prudent that this information be submitted prior to review in 
accordance with County’s own CUP Application requirements, and not as a condition of approval.   

Further, the LUIC has time and again, through their own interpretation of WI Act 67, put the burden of 
proof on those potentially affected by a CUP to provide substantial evidence to oppose and maintain 
status quo.  The LUIC then, at a minimum, must put the burden of supplying complete and accurate 
information for review on the Applicant.    

Therefore, the Applicant needs to submit additional information and provide clarification according to the 
explicitly stated requirements of the Application.   

Following are items that need to be addressed or provided to complete the Application per the County’s 
own Application requirements and provide the LUIC, Town of Swiss, neighbors and the public with 
accurate information to review a proposal of this magnitude:  

1) There is a discrepancy in the proposed number of campsites listed in the CUP application (180) 
and those drawn by Wagner Surveying on the submitted conceptual plans (192) (See Exhibit A).   
This discrepancy should be resolved.   
 

2) According to the Application, the plot plan drawing should show “dimensions, locations and 
setbacks of all existing and proposed structures including all decks/porches/walkways/etc;…”. 

The Applicant notes that a restaurant / bar and event center is proposed, however the restaurant / 
bar and event center are not drawn on either of the conceptual plans submitted with the 
Application.    Further, no structures accessory to campground operations (eg. storm shelters, 
offices, etc.,.) are noted or shown.    

3) According to the Application, the Applicant’s plot plan should show “property lines, road right-
of-ways, and road centerlines including distances to property lines, road right-of-ways and road 
centerlines for all existing and proposed structures on the parcel”.  Neither conceptual plan 
submitted shows how the campground access road will intersect with Nelson Road.  Further, none 
of this information has been provided for the proposed restaurant / bar and event center.    



 
4) The Applicant notes they will “split house and barn area 10 acres for restaurant / bar and event 

center”.  According to the Applicant’s conceptual plans, this area is noted as 10.4362 acres.  This 
discrepancy should be resolved.  To review an Application that contains multiple campsites with 
an average area of 9,600 square feet, or 0.22 acres, appropriate accuracy should be employed 
throughout.      
 

5) According to the Application, the Applicant’s plot plan drawing should show “sanitary system, 
drainfield and well with distances to property lines, OHWM, wetlands, floodplains, existing and 
proposed buildings”.  The Applicant has provided no sanitary, drainfield or well information in 
writing or in their proposed conceptual plans.     
 

6) According to the Application, the Applicant’s plot plan drawing should show “floodplain and 
wetland boundaries and distances to them from all existing and proposed structures”.  The Staff 
Report notes: “According to the WI DNR wetland map there are some wetlands on the parcel 
described as the NE-SW”.  These wetlands are potentially within 200 ft of proposed campsites in 
this parcel and, excepting the pond, are not shown on either of the submitted Conceptual Plans 
(See Exhibit B).   
 

 

Regards,  

Dan Murphy, PE (MN Lic # 47584) 

 

Enclosures: Exhibit A – Campground Conceptual Plan Site Count 

        Exhibit B – Wisconsin Surface Water Data Viewer Map 
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Surface Water Data Viewer Map

DISCLAIMER: The information shown on these maps has been obtained from various 
sources, and are of varying age, reliability and resolution. These maps are not intended to be 
used for navigation, nor are these maps an authoritative source of information about legal land 
ownership or public access. No warranty, expressed or implied, is made regarding accuracy, 
applicability for a particular use, completeness, or legality of the information depicted on this 
map. For more information, see the DNR Legal Notices web page: http://dnr.wi.gov/legal/3,960
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