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The 4th Quarter of 2017 is under-

way. As the weather is cooling 

down, the offshore fishing is 

heating up. Several different fish-

ing tournaments are in full swing 

through our region. Hurricane 

season is officially over Novem-

ber 30, for what has been an ac-

tive season in the tropics. Hurri-

cane Irma in September, and Hur-

ricane Nate in October, both 

brought different  challenges, and 

rough weather to the Gulf Coast. 

The State as well as the Federal 

Government has programs in 

place to assist small businesses if 

you were effected by these 

storms. The first Lionfish chal-

lenge sponsored by the state has 

concluded. It started May 20th 

and ended September 4th. The 

challenge had 2 divisions, recrea-

tional, and commercial. The Flori-

da Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission announced the win-

ners of the 2017 Lionfish Chal-

lenge, during which 26,321 of the 

invasive species were removed 

from Florida waters.  
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The Northwest Florida Marine Industries Association, Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation cre-

ated in 1986 to advance the growth, education and cooperation of the recreational boating 

industry and to promote the protection and improvement of the inland and coastal water-

ways of northwest Florida and surrounding areas.  

2017 OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT   

      JOHN NAYBOR 

VICE PRESIDENT 

          

SECRETARY 

   TOM KELLY 

TREASURER 

  BILL LLOYD 

BOARD MEMBER 1 

  JEREMY HOLCOMB 

BOARD MEMBER 2 

 KEITH BELLFLOWER 

Ken Ayers Jr. (below left), of Panama City, took home the 

recreational Lionfish King award with a total of 1,250 lion-

fish harvested. Joshua Livingston (below right), of Destin, 

became Florida’s first Commercial Champion for his efforts 

in removing 4,560 pounds of lionfish (poundage equates to 

about 5,027 fish), according to the FWC.A total of 8,901 

lionfish were removed by recreational participants and an-

other 15,800 pounds were removed commercially 

(poundage equates to about 17,420 lionfish).  


