
CASA GRANDE ALLIANCE
October 17, 2022 Meeting

Agenda and Meeting Materials
g

Greetings all,

The next meeting of the Casa Grande Alliance will be Monday, October 17, 2022, at 1:00 pm. To
register for the meeting, please click on REGISTER FOR THE MEETING. After registering, you will
receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

Casa Grande Alliance Meeting Agenda for October 17, 2022 
 
PLEASE JOIN US! Community Wellness Fair - October 22, 9 to Noon, CGMS Gym
Last week, we met with CGESD leadership and decided to work together on hosting the Community
Wellness Fair. In addition, Sun Life is exploring the possibility of conducting an immunization clinic (Covid
and Flu).  We have also connected with the Faith Alliance and are exploring the possibility of adding a
blood drive as well.  Please sign up below if you are interested in participating as an
exhibitor. THANKS!

Community Wellness Fair Exhibitor Sign Up

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqcOyrrDgoH90OBSQ5VYFeUa7C3tacyXh_
https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/241a8dc7-cfdd-4f62-a710-dc45ffb4adbb.pdf?rdr=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScny-uzzF0gIyjhQZsc6rV9iK_EFyYbCzAUGQ5Uz6mwmuTO7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://vimeo.com/751466894
https://youtu.be/mTxZL9pGgJ8
https://vimeo.com/660147844
https://vimeo.com/630000939
https://youtu.be/6DcsxzAlQeY
https://youtu.be/a70Lcm8cJQo
https://youtu.be/ys6TCO_olOc










TAKE THE SURVEY!

https://pinalcountyaz.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bd8M3tb1II9Jnj8


PRESENTATIONS

Connecting the Dots to Trauma Informed Care
Gordon Freeman Brown, Arizona PBS

(32:10)
Casa Grande Union High School Override
Continuation Election
Dr. Matt Strom, CGUHSD

CASA GRANDE ALLIANCE
MEETING NOTES

SEPTEMBER 12, 2022

ONLINE
Celena Angstead, Pinal County Juvenile Court Services, CAngstea@courts.az.gov
Sheley Beck, Pinal County Juvenile Court Services, shbeck@courts.az.gov



Sierra Bes, A New Leaf, sbes@turnanewleaf.org
Zayda Boudreau, Casa Grande Elementary School District, zayda.boudreau@cgesd.org
Norma Brasda, Mercy Care Arizona, BrasdaN@mercycareaz.org
Gordon Brown, Arizona PBS, Gordon.Brown@asu.edu
Greta Edwards, Casa Grande Alliance, assistantcga@gmail.com
Connor Garrett, Arizona National Guard Counterdrug Taskforce, connor.s.garrett.1@gmail.com
Manna Haddad, AZ Early Intervention Program, mhaddad@azdes.gov
Natalie Hunter, Casa Grande Union High School District,             nhunter@cguhsd.org
Leionah Ieremia, Casa Grande Alliance, vista1.cga@gmail.com
Maria Johnson, Horizon Health and Wellness, maria.johnson@hhwaz.org
Paul Lovelis, Pinal County Public Defense Services, paul.lovelis@pinal.gov
Johnny Martinez, Peoria Elementary School District, JMartinez@pesd92.org
Jessica Morehead, Child Care Resource and Referral, jmorehead@cfraz.org
Nicole Olvera, AZ Department of Economic Security, nicoleolvera@azdes.gov
Jennifer Peters, Pinal County Schools, jpeters@Pinalk12.org
Ashley Salas, Horizon Health and Wellness, Ashley.Salas@hhwaz.org
Bob Shogren, Casa Grande Alliance, cgadirector@gmail.com
Kylee Stephens, Pinal County Public Defense Services, kylee.stephens@pinal.gov
Matthew Strom, Casa Grande Union High School District, mstrom@cguhsd.org
Elfida Telles, JO Combs USD, etelles@jocombs.org
Shawn Thompson, AZ Department of Economic Security, shawnthompson@azdes.gov
Cinda Thorne, Molina Health Care, sinda.thorne@molinahealthcare.com
Holly Valdez-Bizon, Against Abuse, hollybizon@againstabuse.org
Andrea Varela, RAZE, andreavarela@raze.org
Jan Vidimos, Pinal County Public Health, jan.vidimos@pinal.gov
Cathryn Whalen, Pinal County Public Defense Services, Cathryn.whalen@pinal.gov
 
IN PERSON
Sarah Graham, Oxford House, sarah.graham@oxfordhouse.org
Aniqa Khan, Casa Grande Alliance, vista4.cga@gmail.com
Steven Sekrecki, AZ Department of Public Safety, ssekrecki@azdps.gov
Veronica Sepe, Oxford House, veronica.sepe@oxfordhouse.org
Bob Shogren, Casa Grande Alliance, cgadirector@gmail.com
Mike Wagner, Casa Grande Alliance, vista3.cga@gmail.com

Meeting Notes
Presentation
Connecting the Dots Between Developmentally Appropriate and Trauma Informed Practices in
Early Childhood (see video above)
Gordon Freeman Brown, Senior Coordinator, Arizona PBS Education and Community Impact and
Regional Coordinator, Arizona Early Childhood Workforce Registry

Business
CGUHSD Override, Dr. Matthew Strom (see video above) 
 

CGUHSD OVERRIDE FAQ
What is an override? An override allows local support for a local school district to provide
additional funding for operating costs.

Why is the district asking local voters to continue the override? In order to continue local
support for a local school district, state statute requires local voter approval every five
years. Without renewal of the override the funding is decreased in years six and seven.

Has the district been operating under an override? Casa Grande Union High School District
has been operating under a locally supported override since SY 2005.

What is the effect of the continuation of the override on my taxes? A home that has a limited
property value of $223,000 (market value of approximately $530,000) is estimated to pay $107 per
year, or $9 monthly, to provide this local support. Refer to the voter pamphlet.

 



Community Wellness Resource Fair, Promenade Mall, Saturday October 22
After the positive discussion at the August meeting, the Promenade Mall management company was
contacted about using an area of their parking lot for a location.  No word back yet. Also, Sun Life is on
board with offering a immunization clinic (Covid and Flu) and will see if they can put together the
personnel.

September National Recovery Month Posts
Everyone was encouraged to post the National Recovery Month posts that were shared earlier in the
month.

Thrive Call for Community Facilitators
The Casa Grande Alliance VISTA project in partnership with the Arizona National Guard Counterdrug
Taskforce will be coordinating the delivery of Thrive – A Resilience Program for Teens again in the
eighth-grade classrooms at Cactus, CGMS, and Villago Middle Schools.  We are seeking volunteer
facilitators that will be participate in facilitation training and then schedule to deliver the trainings over the
course of 8 weeks.

We also seek donors to help cover the cost of the student workbooks (about $7,000). 

If you can help with either, please contact Bob

DEA Drug Take Back – October 29, 10 am to 2 pm – Arizona DPS Office – 410 W. Centennial
Boulevard
We will be providing goody bags for the Take Back scheduled for Saturday, October 29. If you are
interested in putting anything in the goody bag, please bring 50 items to give away to the CGA Office by
October 27. 

Announcements
Elfida Telles from JO Combs shared the Footsteps2Brilliance program (see flyer above)

Holly Valdez-Bizon from Against Abuse shared the Paint Pinal Purple concept and flyer (above)

Matthew Herst from the County Attorney’s Office shared:
Sextortion Film – Saturday, September 17
DV Kick Off – October 3 @ 5 pm at the County Attorney’s Office
DV Walk – October 15 @ 7 am at Prospector Park in AJ

Next Meeting
Monday, October 10, 2022 at 1:00 PM

​Watch the film trailer!



PBS three-part look at the production and devastating effects of fentanyl
Ilicit use of the synthetic opioid painkiller has ravaged the United States, with Mexican drug cartels now
seeing huge profits.

A secret look at a Mexican cartel's low-tech, multimillion-dollar fentanyl operation

How smugglers move fentanyl over the southern border

Ordinary people take law into their own hands near the border

The Rise in Fentanyl

Phelicia's Story -
Revised

The Rise In Fentanyl

Rita Ann's Story

The Rise in Fentanyl

Micah Powell's
Story

NOVEMBER PRESENTATION
CASA GRANDE POLICE

DEPARTMENT

Deputy Chief Leos

Casa Grande Police
Department - 2021 Overdose
Data through September 30

October 18 Presentation
KIDS AT HOPE

Pinal County Juvenile Court Services
Adrianna Carrasco

https://youtu.be/wdoRAjilrhs
https://www.pbs.org/video/fentanyl-frontier-pt-2-1631738906/
https://www.pbs.org/video/fentanyl-frontier-1631823432/
https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/63c44696-ee5a-41f2-9e2e-7ed840f6c5f0.pdf?rdr=true


Debra Aguero
Malinda LeGrand

Handouts:
The Science Behind Kids At Hope

Thoughts About Kids At Hope
-- Rick Miller, Founder

Kids at Hope: Three Truths and Five Practices

SACLAz Fentanyl Toolkit
Substance use prevention coalitions from across Arizona are working together in a first-ofits-kind effort to
save lives in Arizona. With the alarming rise of fentanyl and counterfeit pill deaths, coalition leaders
created a toolkit to aid communities in preventing and reversing overdoses. The toolkit contains
educational materials and resources that can be customized for each community the coalition serves.

TOOLKIT RESOURCES

The Best
Explanation

of
Addiction

-Dr. Gabor Mate

Heat Map of Overdose Data and Coalitions in Arizona: Sgt. Nolan Fitch
Sgt. Nolan Fitch, Arizona National Guard Counterdrug Taskforce has created a “heat map” of Arizona of
overdose data and the locations of substance abuse coalitions, which provide support to those
communities. The map can also show where the Thrive Curriculum is being provided and what the

https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/9077814d-7756-4ac4-bf54-566d2f3d256b.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/0d7e4e28-edc7-4ffa-8cdc-939d99256dec.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/0d7e4e28-edc7-4ffa-8cdc-939d99256dec.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/213dbd7c-c07c-425e-9dcb-dda9b0b2ef17.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/213dbd7c-c07c-425e-9dcb-dda9b0b2ef17.pdf?rdr=true
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fQccSQRVAuM_3fkeMvil04XCdMCnPu0e?usp=sharing


Arizona Youth Survey (AYS) data shows in each community through 2018 by grade level. {When the
2020 data is available it will be entered onto the map.} Locations of marijuana facilities, population size,
and zip codes are all part of the map. This map is not available to the general public. It is strategically
designed to counter drug use and for better distribution of law enforcement resources.

ARIZONA YOUTH SURVEY
STATE REPORT 2020

The Arizona Youth Survey (AYS) was
administered to a statewide sample of 8th, 10th,
and 12th grade students under the direction of the
Arizona Criminal Justice Commission’s Statistical
Analysis Center in partnership with Arizona State
University’s School of Criminology and Criminal
Justice. Arizona Revised Statute §41- 2416
requires the Commission to conduct a statewide
substance abuse survey when monies are
specifically appropriated to do so. The
Commission administers the AYS every two years
in fulfillment of this requirement.

Download the 2020 AYS Report

Mission: Through collaboration with key community stakeholders, the Alliance works to reduce
substance misuse disorder and violence in the Casa Grande area through policy development,
prevention, and education.

JOIN THE ALLIANCE: CASA GRANDE ALLIANCE MEMBERSHIP AFFIRMATION

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP

Arizona Department of Public Safety
Casa Grande Fire Department

https://files.constantcontact.com/449b24bb701/f431f513-87f9-4675-a259-54f20e9abd0f.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P5F8CZ2


Casa Grande Police Department
Casa Grande Daybreak Rotary
Casa Grande Elementary School District
CBI
Celebrate Recovery
Child and Family Resources
Community Medical Services
DES/Rehabilitation Services Administration
Fidelity Investigative Services, LLC
George Hart Counseling
Helping Associates Inc
Hope Medical Clinic
Horizon Health and Wellness
Northern Arizona University, Civic Service Institute
Molina Complete Care
Oxford House
Pinal County Adult Probation
Pinal County Attorney's Office
Pinal County Juvenile Court Services 
Pinal County Public Health Services District
Pinal County Sheriff's Office
Pinal-Gila Council for Senior Citizens
Redemption Church of Casa Grande
Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center Phoenix
Schaider Consulting
Seeds of Hope, Inc
Sun Life Family Health Center
Teen Challenge-Home of Hope
The River Source
Transition Living Center Recovery (TLCR)
Trinity SBC
Zonta Club of Casa Grande Valley

CGA, Inc. | 280 W. McMurray Blvd, Casa Grande, AZ 85122
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