ROOTED BOOKTWO - MEN’S VERSION

LESSON

21 The Church—God’s Plan for His People

MEMORY VERSE — EPHESIANS 4:15-16

15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

pAY 1 What IS the Church?

1 PETER 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

EPHESIANS 1:22-23

22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all
things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
allin all.

MATTHEW 16:18
And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

ACTS 2:42-47

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe
came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had
all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

1 PETER 2:9-10

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

1 TIMOTHY 3:15

if | delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household
of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of
the truth.

HEBREWS 12:22-24

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than
the blood of Abel.

pAY 2 The Church IS the Body OF Christ

1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-27

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the
foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if
the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the
whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the
whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But
as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as
he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be?
20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say
to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet,
“I' have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of
the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor,
and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24
which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so
composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25
that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may
have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

ROMANS 12:4-8

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not
all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
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in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who
teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

EPHESIANS 4:15-16

15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped,
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it
builds itself up in love.

EPHESIANS 4:4-6

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

COLOSSIANS 2:19

and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body,
nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows
with a growth that is from God.

COLOSSIANS 3:15
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in one body. And be thankful.

JOHN 13:34-35

34 A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another:
just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.

1 JOHN 3:14-18

14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we
love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know love,
that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God'’s love
abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in
deed and in truth.

pAy 3 The Church IS the Family OF God

EPHESIANS 2:19
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,

ROMANS 12:10-13

Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in
showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.

HEBREWS 10:24-25

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.

GALATIANS 6:10
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.

ACTS 4:32-35

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was
his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not
a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had
need.

DAY 4 The Church IS ON A Mission

MATTHEW 28:18-20

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the
age.”

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

ACTS 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

ACTS 13:1-3

13 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a
lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them.” 3 Then
after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them
off.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-20

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to
us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors
for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

PHILIPPIANS 2:14-16

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights
in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of
Christ | may be proud that | did not run in vain or labor in vain.
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1 THESSALONIANS 1:6-8

6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received
the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from
you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth
everywhere, so that we need not say anything.

ROMANS 10:14-15

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

pAy 5 Committing TO the Church

HEBREWS 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them
do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no
advantage to you.

COLOSSIANS 3:12-17

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

1 CORINTHIANS 16:13-14
13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let
all that you do be done in love.

ACTS 2:44-47

44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.
45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.

HEBREWS 10:23-25

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for
he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near.

PSALM 92:12-14
12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in
Lebanon. 13 They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish
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in the courts of our God. 14 They still bear fruit in old age; they are
ever full of sap and green,

ACTS 20:28

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,
which he obtained with his own blood.
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