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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Yes—it’s time to ring in the New Year!! Suncoast
Conchologists is looking forward to another wonderful year
of meetings, field trips, mini-boxes and our annual picnic, as
well as the good times together that everyone looks forward
to. If you have any suggestions for an activity in the coming
months, please don’t hesitate to let one of our board
members hear all about it—we’d love to try something new
and different!
And—speaking of something new and different—we
will be having our Members Shell Show at our March
meeting for the first time in several years. See the article in
this issue with all the important info, along with your Show
Application. Just print it out, fill it in, then bring your
application to our January or February meeting.
Our thanks certainly go to Mary Ellen for putting
together our fun-filled December Holiday Shellabration. If
you weren’t there, you certainly missed a wonderful
evening! Vicki will be long-remembered for her unique
table favors, as well as her fun shell name game that
certainly had everyone guessing!
Some of you will no doubt remember reading and
hearing about the Great American Teach-In held every
November at all Pinellas County public schools. Our
appreciation goes to Mary Ellen who represented Suncoast
Conchologists at Dunedin Highland Middle School, telling
these 6th, 7th and 8th graders about our wonderful world of
shells.
This past year has seen more membership growth in a
single year than we have experienced in sometime. I want to
give a most special welcome to those of you who joined us
in 2017. New members are an important addition to any
organization, and it’s certainly wonderful to have all of you
become a part of Suncoast Conchologists!
Many more fun times are awaiting us in the new year
beginning Tuesday evening, January 9th. I look forward to
seeing everyone then.
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PLAN AHEAD
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 NOTE! 2nd Tuesday!
7:30 PM Suncoast Conchologists Meeting.
Anita Freudenthal will talk about “How Eating Food
From the Sea Can Make You Sick.”
Mini-Box Theme—Sea Life Other Than Shells
Mon. January 16 Board Meeting, 7 PM, Carolyn's
home. 2550 Sweetgum Way West, Clearwater
796-4117. All members welcome!
Saturday, January 27 FUM—Bailey-Matthews
National Shell Museum, Sanibel
Tuesday, February 6
Suncoast Conchologists
Meeting
Lynn Gaulin, a member of the Sarasota
Shell Club, will be presenting the program about her
shelling in Venezuela.
Mini-Box Theme—"Tickled Pink" Shells that are
shades of pink.
Friday, February 9 – Sunday, February 11.
Sarasota Shell Club annual Shell Show.
Sarasota Fair Grounds, Potter Building.
http://www.sarasotashellclub.com/2018-shell-show
Mon. Feb. 12, 7 PM - Board Meeting, Carolyn's
home. 2550 Sweetgum Way West, Clearwater
796-4117 All members welcome!
Feb. 23-24, St. Petersburg Shell Club
2018 Annual Shell Show
The Shell Show is open to the public on Friday from
10am-6pm and Saturday 10am to 4pm.
https://stpeteshellclub.org/

Best wishes to all for a very Happy and “Shelly” 2018!

Carolyn

Tuesday, March 6. Suncoast Conchologists
Members’ Single-Specimen Shell Show (see details
inside) No Mini-box tonight.
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NEGATIVE TIDES Low tides for Egmont Key
January 2018 Lows
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But remember, the low at St. Petersburg occurs
almost 2½ hours after the low at Egmont Key…
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/tide_predictions.html

Additions to Suncoast
Conchologists Library
“The Shape of Life—The Story of the Animal
Kingdom,” is the title of a set of five CD’s donated to
us by the Freudenthals. These informative CD’s will
be available for check-out at our next meeting. Titles
of the five CD’s are Animations, Behaviors, Phyla,
Scientists, and Other Topics. These informative CD’s
were produced by Sea Studios Foundation. To check
them out, get in touch with our Librarian, Shirley
Anderson.

E-Mail: Suncoastshells@aol.com
Website: www.suncoastconchologists.org
Copyright 2018 by Suncoast Conchologists, Inc.

 Happy Birthday 
January
5 - Nancy Holcombe
9 - Russ Stauffer
12 - Shirley Anderson
13 - Marion Fuller
25 – John Jacobs

February
4 - Andrea Hutchinson
14 - Deb Allen
14 - Irene Muench
19 - Anita Freudenthal
25 - Pat Linn

Ready to display your shells?

Our New Members: Please add these names and
addresses to your Directory.
Karen Harbauer is originally from New York, but
has lived in Florida for over 40 years. She is a tutor.
2497 Oakleaf Lane, Unit A
Clearwater, FL 33763
Cell: 727-804-1943
Email: karenharbauer@aol.com
Julie Condon lives in Florida part of the year and in
Minnesota for the past 5 years. She does a lot of
shelling on Honeymoon Island.
7 Elgin Pl, #511
Dunedin, FL 34698
Cell: 602-758-1772
Jgc2552@hotmail.com
April-November
6304 York Ave S 102
Edina, MN 55435
Debi McCreary is a volunteer at the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium. She is a retired nurse and has
lived in Florida for 36 years. She has collected shells
from beaches all over Florida.
212 Skiff Point
Clearwater, FL 33767
727-480-4939
djmccreary@mac.com
Gena and John Cameron have lived in Florida for 3
years. They are the retired and have lived in
California and Boise Idaho. Gena was a paralegal and
John was a longshoreman. They have always been
interested in shelling.
2520 N McMullen Booth Road, B140
Clearwater, FL 33761
727-666-2740
140gecko@gmail.com
Andrea Hutchinson and Barnett Bailey have been
members of the Sarasota Shell Club for years.
Barnett’s mother, June Bailey, has a show award in
her name. Andrea has entered the Sarasota Shell
show and has won 13 First place and 5 Second place
awards as well as a Best of Show with Art motif. A
family of Florida shellers for sure. They now live in
Palm Harbor and own the Blue Sink, a geological
vent, fed by spring water. Currently they are into
collecting Liguus shells, Florida’s tree snails.

A Few “NEVERS” for Conchologists
Selections from an article by
By Dr. V. Sterki
Originally published in
The Nautilus Vol.4: 1890-1891.
1. Never dry your specimens in too great heat; they
should be dried not fried. The shell is liable to change
color and become fragile.
2. Never kill and dry them while the animals are still
active. If kept dry in a box for a few days, the animal
will retire deep into the shell and leave the aperture
free.
3. Never pack up specimens without a label of the
habitat and notes about its nature. Without this they
may be worthless or even worse! Samples with no
labels or catalogues need to be destroyed.
4. Never forward a lot of shells for examination
unless there be at least one mature specimen.
5. Never pack small shells in a vial unless secured
with cotton, the constant tossing and jarring cannot
but damage them.
6. Never pack a number of vials together in a box
unless each one is wrapped in paper. In several
instances I have received vials crushed to pieces and
the contents scattered about.
7. Never oil your shells so that they soil or stick to
anything.
8. Never cork a vial containing live mollusca not
thoroughly dried; not only a very offensive odor will
develop, but generally the shells will be altered in
appearance, color, and consistency.
Steve

Did you know Seashell is
pronounced
môr in Welsh?

Shellabration Photos

A Favorite Shelling Moment...

By John Jacobs

On January 27, 2008 a cold front had come through
the Sanibel area during my stay. It was cold, windy
with light drizzling rain. But with my rain poncho on,
I ventured out at Blind Pass on the Captiva end of the
bridge with the best piles of shells on the Island to
date! Tulips, Nutmegs, Apple Murex & Cones were
rolling onto the beach! My hands were frozen from
cold water but it was worth having to thaw out later!
May all of you enjoy a great shelling day this Winter
Season!
Jennifer Kotimaki

Did you know Seashell is
pronounced
školjka in Croatia
and
kitilo in Finland?

Exhibiting In Our Members
Shell Show
At our March 6th meeting, we will have our first
Members’ Single Specimen Shell Show in several
years. Everyone is encourage to participate. This is
a great opportunity to share information about your
shells and show our shells to each other. First and
Second place awards will be given in each
category—winners will be voted upon by everyone
attending. Two plaques will be awarded to the Best
of Show—Single Specimen Shell and Art and Craft.
The first step in preparing to exhibit is to obtain an
application—you will find one in this issue of
Shorelines!
Read over your application to become familiar with
the categories, then look through your shells and
determine what you have to enter in the various
categories. Of course you will want to enter your
best shells (no chips, good color, clean, etc.)
Consider oiling your shells (with a small amount of
baby oil) to enhance the natural coloration.
Your shells should sit in or on something—an actual
display case is not necessary. The shell can sit on a
piece of fabric, a mirror, a piece of poster board—use
your imagination. Every shell in the show must have
an identification label—often referred to as the ID
label.
All shells have two names—the genus and species.
The genus, or generic name is written first with the
first letter always capitalized. The genus is followed
by the species, or specific name, which is never
capitalized. The genus and species are set off in
some way from the remainder of the label by
underlining or italics. Following the genus and
species name is the author’s name—the person who
originally described this particular species, and the
year in which it was first published. This information
is usually on the same line after the genus and
species—however, if it will not fit, put the author and
date on the second line. Parentheses around the
author’s name indicate a genus name change from the
original description—not used with every Latin
name.
Following the scientific info, your label should
include the data as to where your shell was collected,
type of locale and the date if self-collected. (ex. On
sandbar at minus tide, depth of water, etc.)

The common name is not required, but does add to
your label. This may be included as the second or
last line on your label.
Neatness and accuracy are important to each label.
Labels may be typed or very neatly handwritten.
Another optional addition to any label is the Family
name. If you use the family name of your shell, this
should appear as the first item on your label, usually
written all in caps.
If you’re unsure of the info needed for your shells’
labels, our library has numerous books to use in shell
identification and info for your labels. Contact our
Librarian, Shirley Anderson. A list of available
books may be found on our website:
www.suncoastconchologists.org

Examples of different labels are below:

Scaphella junonia Lamarck, 1804
NE Gulf of Mexico
Dredged in 110 feet of water
Junonia

VOLUTIDAE
Scaphella junonia Lamarck, 1804
NE Gulf of Mexico
Dredged in 110 feet of water
Junonia

MELONGENIDAE
Melongena corona (Gmelin, 1791)
King’s Crown
Sunnyside Bay, Venice FL
In mud at low tide
May 2010

Strombus alatus Gmelin, 1791
St. Joseph’s Sound, Dunedin, FL
In exposed sand, minus tide June 2017
Florida Fighting Conch

MEMBERS’ SINGLE SPECIMEN SHELL SHOW
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2018

Exhibiting Guidelines

1. You may enter as many categories as you wish (except, see category A rule).
2. You are limited to a maximum of 2 entries in each category.
3. Each entry in Categories A-D must include an appropriate label with the scientific
(Latin) name of your shell, the author and other pertinent data.
(See article re labels)
4. All Shell Art and Craft must be created by the exhibitor.
(no purchased or gifted items)
5. Definitions:
Self-collected: shells personally collected by the exhibitor from their natural
habitat.
Acquired In Any Manner: shells that have been purchased, traded, received as
gifts, won at a club raffle, etc.
6. All members present at the March meeting will be eligible to vote for all awards.
7. First and Second place will be awarded in all categories. A plaque will be awarded
to the Best of Show Single Shell and Best of Show Art and Craft.
We look forward to having our members participate in this special March Suncoast
Conchologists meeting!

Application For Suncoast Conchologists Members’ Single-Specimen Shell Show
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
Name______________________________ Phone_________________ E-Mail________________
Refer to Exhibiting Guidelines for explanations.

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

CATEGORIES
NOVICE—Has never exhibited in a previous shell show
FLORIDA—Self-collected by the exhibitor within the state of Florida and surrounding waters
WORLDWIDE—Acquired in any manner (Self-collected, purchased, traded or gifted)
FOSSILS—Acquired in any manner (Self-collected, purchased, traded or gifted)
SHELL ART—Created by the exhibitor—drawings, paintings, photographs, stained glass,
needlework, jewelry.
SHELL CRAFT—Created by the exhibitor—mirrors, figures, animals, collages, flowers, baskets,
wreaths, etc. made primarily of shells and/or sealife.

Mark each category that you are entering. In categories A-D, enter the name of the shell(s) you are
exhibiting and the amount of space (in inches) that each exhibit will require. In categories E & F, tell
what you are entering and the space needed
CATEGORY
A

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

ENTRY

Space Needed (inches)

1.__________________________________________

1._______________

2.__________________________________________

2._______________

1.__________________________________________

1._______________

2.__________________________________________

2._______________

1.__________________________________________

1._______________

2.__________________________________________

2._______________

1.__________________________________________

1._______________

2.__________________________________________

2._______________

1.__________________________________________

1._______________

2.__________________________________________

2._______________

1.__________________________________________

1._______________

2.__________________________________________

2._______________

Set-Up for the show will be from 6:30 to 7:00PM. Break-down will be at the end of the meeting.
Applications must be submitted to Sharlene Totten either at the February meeting or mailed no later
than February 12th to Sharlene at 2252 Springflower Drive, Clearwater, FL 33763.
Questions? Call Sharlene, 734-2029 or 278-3396.
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