
What are the 
twelve Historical 

Stages in the Bible?
TWELVE CHRONOLOGICAL STAGES OF THE BIBLE



Foreword: 

•Using the chronological method, Dr. H. L. 
Wilmington on has divided the entire Bible 
into twelve stages, and these stages are 
further reduced to historical and 
sequential divisions.  
•This lesson will examine each stage



State Lesson Goal: 

•Upon completion of this lesson 
the student will identify the main 
persons, places and events in the 
twelve chronological stages of the 
entire Bible. 



W.EEK TOPIC SUBJECT MATTER

Creation General Introduction To Entire Bible 1

1 Ufe of Christ Birth To Final Week-Part One 1

Trinity Introduction; Existence, Definition, and names for God 1

2
Creation The Creation Week 2

Ufe of Christ Birth To Final Week-Part Two 2

Trinity Nature of God 2

3
··creation Fall of Man 3

L1fe of Christ Birth To Final Week-Part Three 3

Trinity Attributes of God-Part One 3

4
Creation Caln and Abel 4

Ufe of Christ Birth To Final Week-Part Four 4

Trinity Attributes of God-Part Two 4

5
Creation Ministry of Enoch & Pre-Flood Conditions 5

Ufa of Christ His Birth To Final Week-Part Five .  ' 5

Trinity Attributes of God-Part Three 5

6
Creation Salvation Thru The Flood: Tragedy Following The Flood 6

Life of Christ Birth To Final Week-Part Six 6

Trinity Attributes of God-Part Four 6

7
Creation Table of Nations: The Tower of Babel 7

Ufe of Christ Birth To Final Week-Part Seven 7

Bible Introduction; Revelation 7

8
Patriarchal Abraham, Part One 8

Ufa of Christ Birth to Final Week-Part Eight 8

Bible Inspiration 8

WEEK TOPIC SUBJECT MATTER

9
Patriarchal Abraham-Part Two 9

Ufa of Christ Birth to Final Week-Part Nine 9

Bible lllumlnallon: Views on Bible-Part One 9

10
Patriarchal Isaac 10

Life of Christ Birth to Final Week-Part Ten 10

Bible Views on Bible-Part TWO 10

,1. 1
Patriarchal Jacob-Part One 11

Life of Christ Final Week-Part One 11

Bible Quotes About The Bible; Symbols for & Authority of The Bible 11

12
Patriarchal Jacob-Part Two 12

Life of Christ Final Week-Part Two 12

Bible .. 

'

Collection & Preservation of 
The Bible

12

13
Patriarchal Joseph-Part One 13

Life of Christ Crucifixion 13

Bible Biblical Translations; Biblical 
Proofs-Part One

13

14
Patriarchal Joseph-Part Two 14

Life of Christ Resurrection & Ascension 14

Bible Biblical Proofs-Par! Tw.o 14

15.
Pa\rlarchal Job-Part One

.
15

Life of Christ 

·

His Predictions 15

Bible Biblical Proofs-Part Three 15

16
Patriarchal Job-Part Two 16A

Patrlaictial Job-Part Three 16B

Bible Biblical Proofs Part Four 16

FIRST SEMESTER

OT NT TH OT NT TH

OT • Old Testament
NT • New Testament TH - Theology







A. Creation Stage - the undated 
past (2165 B.C.)

• Genesis 1-11 



2. Four main characters of this stage



A. Adam

• (1) The first man by 
God's special creation 
(Gen. 1:1-2: 3)

• (2) A type of Christ 
(Rom. 5: 14)

• (3) The federal head of 
the human race (Rom. 
5:14-19)



B. Abel

(1) Second son of 
Adam

(2) Pictures the 
righteous man, the 
regenerate 
believer, the man 
of faith.

(3) The first martyr 
and first true 
worshipper of God.



C. Enoch

(1) Man famously known 
for "walking with 
God“ (Gen. 5:24)

(2) Pictures the 
believer's walk of 
faith, walking 
victoriously by the 
grace of God

(3) A pre-flood preacher.



D. Noah

A man who followed in the footsteps of his great-
grandfather, Enoch

(1)  Noah, too, was a pre-flood preacher.
(2)  His life pictures the possibility of being used of 

God for great things because of great personal 
faith.



3. Main events of this period



a. Creation (Gen. 1-2)

• God creates space, 
matter, time, the first 
heaven, second and third 
heavens and the three 
types of forcefields - 
gravitational, electro-
magnetic and nuclear 
(WGB, p. 7).

• God creates man in His 
own image for His 
glorious purposes and for 
intimate fellowship.





b. Fall (Gen. 3-5) 

• 1) Sin enters the world with devastating 
consequences.

• 2) God's creation is savaged by the one element, 
He cannot condone -SIN.

• (3) God, mercifully promises a Savior (Gen. 3:15),



c. Flood (Gen. 6-9)
• (1) Sin reigns (corruption)
• (2) Judgment falls (justice)
• (3) One family survives (mercy)



d. Tower of Babel 
           (Gen. 10-11)

• d. Tower of Babel (Gen. 10-11)
• (1) Rebel tower built by religious star-

worshippers
• (2) A picture of man's pride and 

arrogance (sin)
• (3) Confusion of tongues (divine 

punishment)



B. Patriarchal Stage - 2165 to 
1804 B.C.







1. Scripture 
concerning this stage

Genesis 12-50, Job



2. Main characters of this period



a. Abraham (Gen. 
11:26 -25:11)

• (1) First patriarch and father of Hebrew nation
• (2) Spiritual father of all Christians (Mt. 3:9; 

Rom. 11: 1)
• (3) An example of everyday, active faith in the 

living



b. Isaac (GENESIS 25:19-
28:9; 36:1-43) 

( 1)  The promised son born to Abraham and Sarah in 
their advanced age (Gen, 17:19,21; 23:3-12; 22:2-9)
(2) Isaac's supernatural birth illustrates the ful-
fillment of the prophesied Savior.
(3) Isaac, picture of a submissive son (Gen. 22:6,9)



c. Jacob (GENESIS 
28:10-35, 37-38) 

(1) Inheritor of the 
covenant (Gen. 25:23)
(2) His life pictures the 
believer's struggle of two 
natures (Rom. 7).
(3) Name changed to 
"Israel" which becomes 
the newname of God's 
covenant people (Gen. 
22-31)



d. Joseph (GENESIS 
37, 39-50) 

(1)Favored son of Jacob 
(Gen. 37:31)

(2)A picture and example 
of a life of purity

(3) The most inclusive 
and dramatic biblical 
type of Christ



e. Job 
(1) Old Testament patriarch - 

famous, not for his patience, 
but rather his perseverance 
(Jas. 5:11)

(2) A picture of uprightness - 
steadfast faith in God no 
matter what the adversity 

(3) Years before the founding of 
the nation Israel, Job 
emphatically declares his faith 
in a Divine Redeemer (Job 
19:25). 



C. Exodus Stage - 1804 to 1405 B.C.



3. Arrival of 
Jews in Egypt. 



This occurs about 300 
years from! 

The birth of Abraham 
and is occasioned by a 
great famine reaching 
into Canaan. Jacob's 
household of 70 
persons enters the 
land of Egypt. 



1. Scripture covering 
this period

•Exodus, 
•Leviticus, 
•Numbers, 
•Deuteronomy



2. Bondage - 

•Hebrews 
multiply into a 
great company  
and are enslaved 
in Egypt (Ex. 1:7-
14). 



3. Salvation 

•God raises up a 
deliverer -
Moses, friend 
of God 



4. Fellowship 

Three months after the 
Exodus, Israel camps at Sinai 
for nearly a year, and three 
major events occur:

a. Giving of the Law -
requirement for fellowship 
b. Corruption of golden 
calf incident -ruin of that 
fellowship 
c. Building of Tabernacle -
restoration of that 
fellowship 



5. Failure at Kadesh. 

• On the occasion of 
entering the Promised 
Land, in spite of her 
glorious experience of 
redemption, law and 
fellowship, Israel 
chose to disbelieve 
and thus wandered in 
the wilderness for 38 
years.



D. CONQUEST STAGE 1405-1382 
B.C. 





1 . Scripture 
concerning this 
period 

•Joshua



2. Invasion of Canaan land 

•2 spies sent out, 
river Jordan 
crossed, and 
Joshua is visited 
by a heavenly 
prince (Josh. 1-5) 



4. Subjection of the land 

•Triumph of faith 
through 
obedience to the 
will and word of 
God (Josh. 6-12) 



4. 
Division 

of the 
land 

An old faithful warrior 
named Caleb is rewarded. 

Six cities of refuge 
established 

Joshua gives final words 
of exhortation to Israel. 
Joshua 24:15



E. The Judges Stage: from 1399 B.C. 
to 1051 B.C. 

• Judges • Ruth • 1 Samuel 1-7 







F. The United Kingdom Stage: 
from 1051 B.C. to 931 B.C. 

• 1 Samuel 8-31 • 2 Samuel • 1 Kings 1-11 • 1 Chronicles • 2 
Chronicles 1-9 • Psalms (for the most part) • Proverbs • 

Ecclesiastes • Song of Solomon 







G. The Chaotic Kingdom (both 
divided and single) Stage: 
from 931 B.C. to 605 B.C. 

• 1 Kings 12-22 • 2 Kings • 2 Chronicles 10-36 • Obadiah • Joel • 
Jonah • Amos • Hosea • Isaiah • Micah • Nahum • Zephaniah • 

Jeremiah • Habakkuk • Lamentations 







H. The Captivity Stage: from 
605 B.C. to 538 B.C. 

• Daniel • Ezekiel 







I. The Return Stage: from 538 
B.C. to 430 B.C

• Ezra • Nehemiah • Esther • Haggai • Zechariah • Malachi 







J. The Gospel Stage: from 5 B.C. to 
30 A.D. 

Matthew  • Mark • Luke • John 













K. The Early Church Stage: from 
30 A.D. to 60 A.D. 

Book of Acts 









L. The Epistles Stage: from 45 A.D. 
to 100 A.D. 

• Romans • 1 Corinthians • II Corinthians • Galatians • Ephesians 
• Philippians • Colossians • 1 Thessalonians • 2 Thessalonians • 
1 Timothy • 2 Timothy • Titus • Philemon • Hebrews • James • 1 

Peter • 2 Peter • 1 John • 2 John • 3 John • Jude • Revelation 









APPLICATION:
TWELVE CHRONOLOGICAL STAGES OF THE BIBLE
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