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Rebuilding with Resilience

Wishing you all the best,

Kelle Vandenberg
Area Director
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 Kelle

I woke this morning to the first sign of winter with big, beautiful flakes gently floating to the
ground. It was quiet, like the world paused mid-sentence to watch the snow fall. The noise of the
street was momentarily silenced, as I sat sipping my coffee thinking about all the changes this
year has brought to so many. How the shape of our lives, and our communities have changed
so much in 2020? The word that came to mind for me was "resilience". 

As a county, we are a resilient creature. We endure, we rebuild, and we thrive. We do so, not by
the work of one, but by the hands of many, standing together as a community, holding tight to
our foundational truths of a shared love for Kittitas County. 

I was reminded of that community love last weekend during Suncadia's Give & Golf Fundraising
Event benefitting Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity. With over 130+ participants and beautiful
weather, I am humbled and grateful for all those who came out, donated, sponsored, and
volunteered.  

At Habitat, we are hard at work to expand our resources so that can secure land and build
much needed affordable homes here in Kittitas County. The need for affordable, safe, and
secure housing within our county is paramount. Out of an estimated 29,246 housing units only
518 are low-income affordable housing, with a rental vacancy rate of 0.7%. In short, there is not
a lot of places for hard working, low-income families to live. 

Need comes on many levels and I want to remind us all that giving is not an just action, but it is
a state of being, a choice that we make to better the world around us in whatever form. Giving
is an act of kindness shared, expanded, and regifted until it grows and takes the shape of
change. 

This holiday season, let us shape our future together and build a community of kindness, giving,
and hope. Give where you can, whether it be money, time, a soft word, or knowledge—we all
have something to share and to give.
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With more than 130+ participants, the annual
Suncadia Give & Golf Fundraising Event
benefitting Kittitas County HfH was an amazing
success!
The golfers came from all over the state to play golf,  
donate, and learn more about our 2021 plans.
Various activities were set up including a Closest to
the Pin competition and classic Corn Hole Toss on
Hole 13. With literally a troop of volunteers, a big
thank you to the CWU ROTC Cadets, Suncadia
volunteers, Habitat staff, and Suncadia staff for
helping making the event such a hit. All money
raised from this event will go towards  land
purchase and building affordable housing in Kittitas
County. 

A Day of Giving &

Golfing in the Sun

Pictured from l to r: Sue Ralston, Tammy
Tyler, and Kelle Vandenberg

Thanks again to
our event
sponsors!

2020

Virtual

Give

Drive

The need for affordable housing in Kittitas County is critical, and it was prior to Covid-19.  There are
just not enough low-income affordable housing options in the county. Homeownership is out of
reach for more than 46% of the county's residents. We are trying to change that and we need you.
From Tuesday, November 17th through Tuesday, December 1st, Giving Tuesday, we will be
showcasing a series of videos on Facebook, that show what a Habitat for Humanity home means.
Join us in watching and join us in giving. 
Find us on  Facebook: 
Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity@kittitascohf

An Online Event
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19 New Homes

The challenges of 2020 have had an impact, but we are determined to continue building
affordable housing for the hard-working families of Kittitas County. 

24 Partner Families

9 Critical Home Repairs 500 Volunteers Annually

5 Brush With Kindness

Yakima Federal

helps build the

future.
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Cristy Swearngin, Assistant Vice
President/Branch Manager, and the
team at Yakima Federal in
Ellensburg made a significant
commitment in helping build more
affordable housing in Kittitas County 

in October when they donated $7,500.00 to Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity. We thank them for
their amazing support, and look forward to partnering with them in the future. To learn more about how
Yakima Federal Savings and Loans gives back to their communities, you can visit their site at:
https://www.yakimafed.com/about/investing-in-our-communities/

Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity

Activity Report
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