
“AI, Algorithms, and Authoritarian 
Armpits: The California Clampdown 
on Satire” 
Filed from the Trenches of HR Hell by a Disabled Vet Who’s Seen Braver People in Line at 

Starbucks 

So Sarge thought it’d be a good idea to use AI to whip up a cover illustration for my in-progress 

satirical masterpiece… a libertarian survivalist’s handbook written by yours truly with a sidearm 

of quick wit and the long, increasingly creepy reach of artificial “intelligence.” The kind of project 

where I wrangle all flavors of AI: LLMs, GANs, diffusion models, and probably some sentient 

toaster at this point. 

But here's where the digital nanny showed up swinging her wooden spoon. 

See, one AI gave me a solid base image. Great. Then another model flagged my perfectly legal, 

artistically edgy update request as inappropriate. Why? Because some bot had a moral panic faster 

than a California legislator during an election year. Sounds familiar? It should. Enter AB 587, 

California's 2022 "hate speech" law. A vague, feel-good pile of legislative sludge that demands 

social platforms report on “problematic” content, without ever really defining what the hell that 

means. This is the kind of slippery slope where Orwell takes notes and Mark Zuckerberg pretends 

to care. 

Now, I’m not new to this rodeo. I spent five years in military comms and now I keep government 

IT systems duct-taped and humming. I’ve seen how control morphs into policy. And I’ve watched 

these "safety" laws metastasize into full-blown digital surveillance schemes. My kids are trying to 

navigate the web like it’s the DMZ, and Wifey and I are over here waving the white flag and a 

middle finger at the same time. 

California, once the land of “do your own thing,” now dumps $1.2 billion into “hate crime” 

initiatives in 2024. That’s not a typo, that’s billion with a B. All while the state’s own data shows 

a 15% rise in flagged incidents, but critics argue it's just new math for old censorship. It’s not 

safety. It’s social credit scoring with avocado toast on the side. 

Remember SB 1421 (2018)? The law that cracked open police misconduct records? Once praised 

for transparency, it helped shift California’s law-making mindset from "protect civil liberties" to 

"protect PR optics." Now it's about looking good while stomping rights flat.  

Fast-forward to AB 32 (2024), which aims to squeeze online content under stricter moderation. 

Sure, it’s all in the name of “digital safety,” but Cal Chamber’s 2025 report shows a 25% jump in 

compliance costs for platforms and guess who eats that bill? You do, taxpayer. Oh, and free 

speech? Yeah, that’s the entrée being served to Big Tech overlords. 



Meanwhile, Governor Hair Gel (Newsom) tosses another $500 million into the 2025 “Digital 

Safety Fund,” up 30% from the previous year. But don’t worry, it’s to fight “misinformation.” UC 

Berkeley’s 2024 study found that 60% of content flagged for moderation shows clear political 

bias. Translation: they’re not fighting lies, they’re fighting the wrong/differing opinions. 

Even Proposition 59 (2016), meant to shield free speech, is now a forgotten footnote in California’s 

race to become the Great Firewall of San Andreas. The new villain? SB 676 (2023) mandating AI 

and platform content filters so sensitive they’d flag a fart in a wind tunnel. 

The final slap? Grok, Elon’s snarky chatbot, was the model that flagged my image. Oh how the 

irony writes itself. This is the same model that’s supposed to “say what others won’t,” yet it 

clutched its pearls like a 1950s librarian. The likely reason? xAI (Elon’s baby) updated its Terms 

of Service on June 9, 2025. Their Acceptable Use Policy now reads like a lawyer’s fever dream 

soaked in California compliance vinegar. SB 1056 (2023) also adds pressure, pushing for the rapid 

takedown of “harmful” content, which somehow includes satire, sarcasm, and anything that might 

hurt a bureaucrat’s feelings. 

According to the 2025 Cal Chamber report, moderation actions jumped 20% after these laws 

kicked in, and a UC Berkeley study found that 65% of flagged posts were “misjudged.” That’s not 

a mistake, that’s a feature. Some speculate the image got nuked by Grok’s backend because of 

deepfake fears, copyright panic, or just some algorithm that wet the bed. NewsGuard’s 2024 report 

noted Grok’s image policies were looser than a spring break bikini, which likely triggered this 

post-policy crackdown. 

Maybe you’re asking yourself, like I did: “Can I just use a VPN to route my prompt through a less 

fascist region?” The answer? Sorta. xAI’s updated Terms do hint at geo-specific enforcement, 

which is likely Newsom’s digital wet dream come true: regional censorship with plausible 

deniability. Just like how the EU’s GDPR created a patchwork of privacy regimes, California’s 

SB laws are now shaping moderation zones. 

So where’s the loosest moderation? Anecdotal X posts point to rural U.S. IPs, offshore servers 

(like the Seychelles, where xAI is reportedly registered), or Asia-Pacific regions with fewer rules. 

But hard data is sparse. Europe? Nope. Stricter post-Grok-2 launch. Australia? Maybe. Montana? 

Probably not unless it’s a cabin with satellite internet and a strong tinfoil hat game.  

So, should we push back? Or is this just our new normal—free expression neutered by code written 

by cowards? 

 

Final Thought: 

This isn’t about safety. It’s about control, optics, and politicians using “the children” as shields for 

policy creep. The algorithms are just the tools. The real virus is the philosophy of 

micromanagement disguised as moral clarity. If you think your AI-generated image is safe from 

that, I’ve got a bridge in San Francisco I’d like to sell you. But it’s probably moderated now too. 

 



 

Footnotes 

1. AB 587 (2022): Requires platforms to submit content moderation reports to the California 

Attorney General.  

2. California Budget Summary 2024: Hate crime budget increased from ~$500M to $1.2B.  

3. Cal Chamber Report 2025: 25% platform compliance cost rise attributed to new digital 

safety mandates.  

4. Governor’s 2025 Budget Proposal: “Digital Safety” fund increased by 30% YOY.  

5. SB 1056 (2023): Mandates expedited takedown of “violent or harmful” content.  

6. NewsGuard 2024 Report: Identified lack of consistency and enforcement in Grok’s image-

generation guardrails pre-2025.  

 


