
EXACTLY WHERE I SHOULD BE 
Acts 7:54-60 

 

Two Readers:  (T/M) The Text Master, F/1- The anchorwoman, M-1  A news reporter   

 

 

T/M- Our Living Word passage of the day is taken from Acts 7:54-60…   

When they heard these things they were cut to the heart and gnashed on him with their 

teeth.   

 

 

F/1-  This is Carrie London at the KJZI newsdesk and I am stepping in to interrupt your  

regular programming with a news bulletin.  We will return to your regularly 

scheduled broadcast in just a few moments but right now we need to cut away to 

Jack Underhill, our temple reporter.  We just received word that something big is 

happening in the Sanhedrin.  Jack, this is Carrie… can you hear me? 

 

M/1-  Yes, Carrie, I can hear you but it’s difficult because this room has just erupted into  

the most bedlam I’ve ever experienced in my 13 years of covering the Sanhedrin.   

 

F/1-  Really?  Can you tell us what has happened there today? 

 

M/1-  Well, Carrie, it’s actually a developing story as we speak.  You know that the  

temple leadership has been increasingly concerned about this new Nazarene 

movement and today they brought in one of the ringleaders of the cult, a man 

named Stephen.  The leadership is convinced that he’s one of the main instigators 

of this group and they decided to make an object lesson of him by bringing him to 

trial.  I can only tell you that I don’t think they expected it to take the turns it has. 

 

F/1- Why is that, Jack?  And why did they choose this Stephen?  What is he accused of? 

 

M/1-  Carrie, you have several questions there and I’ll see if I can give you simple  

background…  The temple leaders see this man as a huge player in the new group 

and felt that if they dealt with him decidedly they might be able to nip this thing 

in the bud before it gains too much of a foothold within the population.  As far as 

the charges against him, I have it from on good authority that the accusation is the 

charge of “One who would lead a whole village astray.” 

 

F/1- I’m not the legal expert, but isn’t that a capital offense? 

 

M/1- Yes, Carrie, it is.  And that’s where it’s gone really unexpectedly for the  

prosecution.  It appears the temple leaders have turned to one of the body’s 

brightest young stars, a Pharisee named Saul, a man originally from Tarsus but a 

long-term student of the famed “lion of the Sanhedrin”, none other than Gamaliel 

himself. 
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F/1-  I’ve heard of him.  It appears they are going after this Stephen with heavy hitters. 

 

M/1-  Yes, they are, Carrie, and that’s the problem.  It appears that they assumed this  

Stephen would wither under the pressure with such big names grilling him and the 

exact opposite has happened.  Those who have been in the gallery observing the 

proceedings said that he has more than stood his own and has actually sent the 

whole Sanhedrin into a tailspin… 

 

 

T/M- But he, being full of the Holy Ghost looked steadfastly up into heaven, and saw 

the glory of God and Jesus standing on the right hand of God.  And said, “Behold, I 

see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.”  Then 

they called out with a loud voice and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one 

accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned him:  and the witnesses laid down their 

clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul. 

 

 

F/1-   Jack, I’m having a hard time hearing you above the noise in the background and all  

we’re seeing in the camera seems to be pretty much chaos.  Can you describe 

what’s happening now and where this thing is going to end up? 

 

M/1-  Carrie, I will try to shout above the noise… I’m in the middle of it, but from my  

vantage point it looks like they are going to dispense with the rules of the 

Sanhedrin and take this man out an execute him right now.  I can’t believe that!  I 

have only heard of one other time that this has happened― it was when the head 

of this cult, Jesus of Nazareth, was executed a few years back.  We all remember 

the chaos that evolved out of that decision, I’m sure. 

 

F/1- This really has the possibility of turning into something serious for all of Jerusalem,  

doesn’t it Jack? 

 

M/1- Not just for Jersualem, Carrie.  I have a feeling this could be pivotal for the nation  

as a whole.  I just can’t predict it at all…  Carrie, I’m going to have to cut away  

because it appears that this whole thing is going to transition right out of the gates 

of the city and we’re going to have to see if we can keep up with the mob.  I’ll try 

to make contact with you again once we get outside the city and get a better 

vantage point to view how this thing comes to conclusion.  Until then this is Jack 

Underhill from the temple precincts.  Back to you, Carrie… 

 

F/1-  There you have it, our veteran temple reporter, Jack Underhill with  live, breaking  

news regarding the nation’s leaders and their response to the growing threat of the 

Nazarene cult.  At this point we will return you to your regular program but we 

may cut in at any time to update you on these important developments.  This is 

Carrie London from the KJZI news desk returning you to your program. 
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T/M- And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit”  And he knelt down, and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, lay not this sin to their 

charge.”  And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

May Christ give us deep meaning from His Word today. 


