
SATISFIED, AND ACHING 
Exodus 40:36-38 

 

Three Readers:  (T/M) The Text Master,  F-1 Emma, the mother 

      F-2  Margaret, the daughter 

 

T/M- Our Living Word passage of the day is taken from Exodus 40:36-38…   

And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of 

Israel went onward in all their journeys. 

 

 

F/1-  Margaret, have you got that water bucket fastened to the wagon yet?  You know  

that the wagonmaster is going to call for us to head out and we have to be ready. 

 

F/2-  Yes, mother, I already tied it on to the sideboard.  And, before you ask me, I also  

tied on the cooking pot next to it… I know the routine by now.  You’d think that I 

would after four weeks on the trail. 

 

F/1- Please don’t be sassy with me, child.  I know that this journey is taking a toll on both  

of us… unlike your father and Henry.  They think this is just a grand adventure, 

but I’m ready to be in Oregon and settle down. 

 

F/2-  I know what you mean.  Leaving Albany was hard enough, and then I thought we’d  

die before we got to St. Joe… and that was only enough to get us with the rest of  

the pioneers.  And all the time all the men-folk seem to be excited about it, but 

every woman I’ve heard in the group is just tired of the journey.  I wonder why 

that is?  

 

F/1- I don’t know, child, I think it has something to do with being a woman.  We bear the  

babies and have most of the responsibility to care for the home… I guess that’s 

why “home” means so much to us.  The men don’t seem to have that so much at 

the center of their being it seems. 

 

F/2- Well, whatever it is, I think every woman on the trail is ready to settle down.  I know  

I am. 

 

 

T/M-  And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of  

Israel went onward in all their journeys.  But if the cloud were not taken up,  

then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up. 

 

 

F/2-   Mother, mother!  I might as well until the water bucket and cooking utensils.   

Captain Monroe says that we’re not going anywhere for a few days. 

 

F/1- Oh, this is just insufferable!  Why are we staying here? 
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F/2-   He says that there’s been rain in the high country and that the river ahead will be  

far too swollen for us to ford until it subsides.  He says that this is a better place to 

camp than anything nearer the river.  I guess we’ll get our wish, after all, and be 

able to settle in for a few days. 

 

F/1- Oh, Margaret… this isn’t settling in.  It’s just delaying the time when we truly  

will be able to!  As much as I hate the constant moving and having no roots, this 

is just going to be artificial and will actually just keep us from getting to Oregon 

for who knows how much longer.  Who knows, there could be snow in Idaho. 

 

F/2- But, Mother, I thought you were tired of rolling down the trail… 

 

F/1-  I am, but I’m more tired of not having a home.  As long as we have to journey to get  

to what will become our home, I want to keep going so we actually can get  

there… 

 

 

T/M- … But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it  

was taken up.  For the cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and 

fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all 

their journeys. 
 

F/1- Margaret, did you tie… (Margaret interrupts her…) 

 

F/2- Yes, Mother, I tied the water bucket on the back and got all of the cooking utensils  

fastened on really well.  Just because we were stalled here in Nebraska for a few 

days doesn’t mean that I’ve forgotten how to journey! 

 

F/1- Oh, child, I’m sure you haven’t and I don’t think you will… at least not until we’re  

really in Oregon and we can stop this incessant migration.  That’s going to be a 

day of great rejoicing for me, I tell you! 

 

F/2- Mother, do you think that Oregon is as beautiful as we’ve been told? 

 

F/1- I can only trust the word of those who’ve seen it.  Captain Monroe says it’s the best  

scenery of all.  He says the mountains are majestic and the valleys are fertile.  He 

says that the territory has more variety than you can dream…   Now, climb aboard 

Margaret.  I see the men are mounted up and it’s time to move toward Oregon. 

 

F/2- Oregon, and home! 
 

 

T/M-  … the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys… 

 

May Christ deeply instill the meaning of His Word in each of us today. 


