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BLOGS

Active Homosexuality
in the Priesthood
Helped Cause This
Crisis
Anton Pavlovich Losenko (1737-1773), “The Ten
Commandments”

The Sixth Commandment is clear —
there is a universal call to chastity,
and no one is exempt.

By Msgr. Charles Pope – Posted 8/18/18 at 10:40 AM

There is a line in the Acts of the Apostles that I once found humorous: So the word of God
continued to spread, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem continued to grow rapidly. Even a
large number of priests became obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) Of course the priests referred to
here are the priests of the ancient Temple, the Levitical priests. In the past, such a line
seemed ironically funny to the average Catholic who heard it.
But that humor, in recent days, seems more darkly true and less ironic. Indeed, in the past
two decades — and now, once again — the reputation of the priesthood and episcopacy has
been sullied by the deeply sinful, unchaste, unnatural and unconscionable acts of some
priests and bishops. They have harmed many victims and disgraced the priesthood. They
have engaged in great evils, often repeatedly and with no accountability. But they will answer
to God for what they have done.
Add to this the cover-ups, secret payments, the neglect to follow up on many complaints and
the seeming refusal to look to the real roots of the problem, and the result is a total collapse
of any credibility or moral authority that bishops and priests need to have in order to
e!ectively preach and teach the faith.
I know that words cannot really describe the anger, grief and disappointment of our lay
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faithful, many of whom have tried to defend the Church, the Bride of Christ and our Mother
whom we love.
As a priest of Jesus Christ, I am angry and dismayed that the honorable Sacrament of Holy
Orders has been so besmirched and dishonored by the actions of some. I know I do not need to
tell most of God’s good people that the majority of priests and bishops have been faithful and
are zealous and generous servants. I had insisted until recently that the number of
malefactors is very small. But frankly, I must say that, while still a minority, the number is
far more extensive than I thought.
And while I have at times wanted to insist that the percentage of clerical o!enders is the
same or lower as other groups of men, I must also say that whatever the percent, the crime is
far worse. This is because people entrust to us the most precious and necessary thing they
need for salvation — their faith. For any of us to mislead God’s faithful or strip them of the
trust they need to attain deeper faith is the worst sort of malpractice. And there are clerics up
to the highest ranks who have done this, here and throughout the world. For clergy to go so
far as to seduce others to sin is a horrific crime.
Jesus said of these who do not repent of such seduction and malpractice: Scandals will
inevitably arise: but woe to him through whom they come. It is better for him that a millstone be
hung about his neck, and that he be cast into the sea, than that he should scandalize one of these
little ones. (Luke 17:1-2)
Whatever new policies some wish to suggest, let’s be clear that we already have a policy. It’s
called the Sixth Commandment.
The policy is also set forth in many other clearly worded texts from the Scriptures that forbid
homosexual acts, adultery, fornication and other lewd conduct: Ephesians 5:5-7; Galatians
5:16-21; Revelation 21:5-8; Revelation 22:14-16; Matthew 15:19-20; Matthew 5:27-30; 1
Corinthians 6:9-20; Colossians 3:5-6; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 1 Timothy 1:8-11; Hebrews 13:4;
Leviticus 18:22; Leviticus 20:13; Genesis 19; Romans 1:1-18, and 1 Timothy 1:8-11, among
others.
The Sixth Commandment is clear — there is a universal call to chastity, and no one is exempt.
There is simply no provision for sexual intercourse or sexual touching outside of valid
marriage, and those who are married live chastity by complete fidelity to one another. No one
is ever permitted under any circumstances to engage in sexual acts with anyone to whom
they are not validly married. There are no separate rules for heterosexuals or homosexuals.
There is to be no sexual intercourse or touching outside of valid marriage.
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And this of course leads to the most-avoided topic related to this scandal — the problem of
active homosexuality in the priesthood. An honest discussion of this current crisis cannot
avoid addressing the issue — shouts of homophobia, intolerance, bigotry and scapegoating
notwithstanding.
It is evident that the vast majority of the cases involving both the sexual abuse of minors and
of adults involve male victims. The 2004 John Jay Report (The Nature and Scope of the Problem
of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests and Deacons in the United States), which was
commissioned by the U.S. bishops themselves, found that 81 percent of the victims were male
and 78 percent of all victims were post-pubescent. Thus, though legally still minors, they
were sexually mature in the physical sense. So, the large majority of cases involved attraction
by homosexuals to young men who, though legally minors, were physically and sexually
mature males, not little children. This is not pedophilia. It is homosexual attraction.
Regarding the sexual abuse and harassment of seminarians or priests by bishops or other
clergy, obviously 100 percent of those victims were male.
In summary, the large majority of the cases involve sexual misbehavior by priests with samesex attraction.
We should be clear that most people with same sex attraction do not commit sexual crimes or
seek to seduce or sexually abuse younger men. Many people with same-sex attraction do live
chastely and follow the teachings of the Church. This is not a sweeping characterization of all
people with same-sex attraction.
But the statistical evidence of the recent scandals shows a highly disproportionate level of
homosexual involvement. The numbers are well-demonstrated in both experience and in the
John Jay Report.
All this demonstrates that seminaries and the priesthood are not good places for those with
deep-seated same-sex attraction. It does not take an anthropology or psychology degree to
figure this out. Putting a man with same-sex attraction in a seminary is no more advisable
than putting a heterosexual man in a woman’s dormitory where he shares shower facilities
and close quarters with women. A man with same-sex attraction is going to face temptations
in all-male settings that would test the strongest.
Add to this the possibility that other men of same-sex attraction are there and soon enough a
subculture sets up where temptations are fierce, and compromises and liaisons soon emerge.
And this is what we have seen in the “gay” subculture that is demonstrably existent among a
significant number of clergy in the Church.
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An honest discussion of the recent crisis needs to include a clear setting forth and analysis of
these facts. Ignoring them and staying silent through political correctness is malpractice at
this point. We must speak charitably and clearly about this. We must not allow charges of
intolerance, homophobia and scapegoating to suppress a frank discussion and analysis of the
link of much of this misbehavior to active homosexuals, and a subculture among some of
them that tolerates and promotes behavior which God forbids.
Pope Francis recently reiterated the policy that the Catholic Church cannot admit to the
seminary or to holy orders those who practice homosexuality, present deep-seated
homosexual tendencies or support the so-called “gay culture.” The Pope indicated that these
acts or deep-seated tendencies can lead to scandals and can compromise the life of the
seminary, as well as the man himself and his future priesthood. (More HERE.)
This story was underreported, likely because it does not fit the narrative the press wants to
create regarding Pope Francis. Nevertheless, any conversation that seeks to find real traction
or solutions is going to have to include the connection to homosexuality — not as a single
cause, but as an essential and highly important one. And honest discussion must also include
analyses of institutional problems such as secrecy, unaccountability, abuse of power, and so
on.
In short, it is time for a truthful conversation free from political correctness and forbidden
topics. If our bishops are not willing to engage a full and honest airing of all the causes, the
anger of God’s people will only increase, and the credibility of the bishops and the Church
will sink from near zero to absolute zero.
The Church should be self-correcting, but we have not been so. Too often it has taken a
secular state and threats of severe legal action to compel us to be more inwardly accountable.
It is reminiscent of Pharaoh having to rebuke Abram for his crime of putting his own wife
Sarai in the harem to protect himself (see Genesis 12:10-20). It is like the pagan sailors who
had to tell Jonah the prophet to pray to God (Jonah 1:6). It is like Jesus finding more faith
among the Gentiles than his own people. And now, too often, it takes grand juries, judges,
financial and legal threats to get us to do what we should have done all along.
As the quote above from Acts said, Even a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. It
was once a fun joke for priests. Now, increasingly, we are becoming the brunt of that joke.
Pray for a necessary house-cleaning, an honest conversation about all the causes of this
crisis, and the purification the Lord wants for his Church. The episcopacy, the priesthood and
the very credibility of the Church hang in the balance.
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