
PAXIONICS PRESENTS

Watermelon
Cathedral
Architectural Blueprint Tutorial for Edible Fruit Sculpture

Designed as a concept-first workflow: plan the architecture, understand the parts, then build the edible structure
with intention.
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Introduction from Paco Rosic

I want to take food to the next level - not just

plating, but building edible architecture.
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This tutorial turns the Watermelon Cathedral concept into a clear build method. Study the structure

first, prepare the fruit, cut the modules in pairs, then assemble from low to high. Keep the fruit cold,

dry each surface before stacking, and use the blueprint pages as your visual guide.

CORE IDEA

Food becomes architecture. The watermelon is treated
like a building material: rind becomes exterior structure,
pale rind becomes trim and tracery, and red flesh
becomes walls, volume, and light.

BUILD METHOD

1. Prepare the tray and centerlines.

2. Cut base slabs, wall panels, arches, towers, and spires.

3. Dry-fit the pieces before stacking.

4. Assemble from base to spire.

5. Add rosettes, leaves, and final details last.

What this PDF is

-   A practical guide for carving a watermelon cathedral.

-   A visual blueprint pack for parts, views, sequence, materials, and build rules.

-   A clean reference for cutting, assembly, and final presentation.



Build Logic - Think Like an Architect

1. Foundation / Tray
Use a long rectangular tray or stable square platter. Establish centerlines before placing any carved piece. The
tray is the footprint of the building.

2. Structural Mass
Use large red watermelon flesh blocks for the main wall mass. These pieces provide visual volume and help the
cathedral read from camera distance.

3. Exterior Skin
Use dark green rind as the architectural exterior: roof edges, spires, outlines, buttresses, and strong graphic
contrast.

4. Pale Rind Trim
Use the white/pale rind layer for columns, tracery, window frames, beveled arch edges, and clean highlights.

5. Vertical Assembly
Build low walls first, then medium towers, then the central nave, then the main spire, then final finials and flowers.

6. Stability
Keep pieces cold and dry. Use hidden skewers or toothpicks only when needed. Do not overload the top before
the lower tiers are stable.
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Practical Cutting + Assembly Notes

Recommended fruit

Use one large oblong seedless watermelon for primary slabs, walls, and flesh mass. Use a second watermelon
for rind panels, spires, and practice cuts if needed.

Tool stack

Chef knife for large cuts. Paring knife for arch profiles. Small carving knife for detail work. V-channel or channel
knife for tracery grooves. Melon baller for rosettes. Bamboo skewers or toothpicks for hidden alignment. Paper
towels to dry surfaces before stacking.

Cut order

01 Square the base slabs and side wall pieces first.

02 Cut mirrored gothic arch panels in pairs.

03 Cut pale rind trims and vertical ribs after the wall mass is ready.

04 Cut spires from firm rind sections with enough thickness to stand.

05 Assemble from low to high: base, walls, arches, towers, spire, finials.

06 Add decorative rosettes and leaf elements last.
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