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New Book Empowers Tribal Gaming Regulators with Practical Tools to 

Strengthen Integrity, Protect Tribal Assets, and Ensure Operational Safety 

Southern California — November 25, 2025 — A groundbreaking new 

resource, Fundamentals of Tribal Casino Gaming Regulation: A Primer for Regulators, has 

been released—offering the first comprehensive, practice-oriented guide designed specifically 

for tribal gaming regulators and casino management professionals. 

As tribal gaming continues to be one of the most economically significant drivers of tribal 

sovereignty, self-sufficiency, and community development, regulators play a vital role in 

protecting tribal assets, maintaining fair gaming, and ensuring the safety of casino employees, 

patrons, and visitors. While the legal landscape of tribal gaming is well documented, the industry 

has long lacked a practical guide that focuses on the day-to-day operational responsibilities and 

modern practices of regulatory agencies. This book addresses that need directly. 

A Practical Manual for Real-World Regulation 

Unlike legal treatises or academic overviews, Fundamentals of Tribal Casino Gaming 

Regulation provides clear, accessible explanations of regulatory structures, oversight processes, 

and industry best practices. It demystifies the operational aspects of tribal gaming regulation, 

ensuring regulators at every level—from aspiring professionals to seasoned experts—have the 

knowledge necessary to carry out their duties with professionalism and precision. 

The book emphasizes three core foundations essential to successful regulation: 

1. Integrity of Gaming – Ensuring fairness, preventing misconduct, and preserving trust in 

gaming operations. 

2. Protection of Tribal Assets – Safeguarding tribal revenue streams and community 

resources. 

3. Safety of All People – Promoting secure environments for employees, patrons, visitors, 

and stakeholders. 

Strengthening Tribal Sovereignty Through Effective Oversight 

Because tribal gaming is intertwined with tribal sovereignty and tribal governmental authority, 

the book encourages regulators to prioritize tribal directives and gaming agency policies as their 

primary sources of guidance. Rather than offering legal advice, the text provides practical tools, 

processes, strategies, and professional standards that strengthen regulatory judgment and 

operational competence. 

Readers will gain insight into: 



• The structure and function of tribal gaming regulatory agencies 

• Essential regulatory processes, policies, and procedures 

• Collaborative relationships between tribal, state, and federal regulators  

• Industry best practices that promote compliance and operational excellence 

• Real-world guidance for identifying and resolving regulatory challenges 

A Critical Resource for Today’s Gaming Landscape 

With tribal gaming expanding in complexity, the need for knowledgeable, well-trained regulators 

has never been greater. This book equips professionals with the foundation required to uphold 

the mission of tribal gaming regulatory agencies: to protect tribal assets, preserve integrity, and 

support safe, fair, and responsible entertainment environments. 

Fundamentals of Tribal Casino Gaming Regulation is ideally suited for: 

• New and aspiring tribal gaming regulators 

• Experienced regulators seeking to refine their skills 

• Tribal gaming commissions and casino compliance departments 

• Casino operations managers 

• Tribal government officials and policymakers 

• Gaming industry educators and training institutions 
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About the Author 

David Vialpando has served as Executive Director and Commission Chairman for several tribal 
gaming commissions in California, Michigan, and Indiana and serves as the Vice-Chairman of 
the Tribal Gaming Protection Network. With extensive experience in tribal gaming regulation, 
he has been recognized for his contributions to the field, earning the 2017 IMGL Gaming 
Regulator of the Year award. Vialpando's leadership roles at various gaming commissions 
throughout the U.S., and as the Special Agent-in-Charge of the California Department of Justice, 
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casinos and the largest casinos in the U.S., highlight his commitment to enhancing regulatory 
practices within the tribal gaming sector. His insights, experience and expertise are invaluable 
resources for regulators, casino professionals, and tribal government officials navigating the 
complexities of gaming regulation and committed to the economic success of their gaming 
enterprises. 

 


