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Throughout the day, Mr. Cox 
warned the crowd, which totaled 
12,000 last year and is expected to 
reach more than 15,000 this year, 
"NOT TO SMOKE" because all the 
planes are full of fuel. 

The slew of planes and choppers 
performed dazzling air maneuvers 
after the fog lifted to a delighted crowd 
who sat in lawn chairs and enjoyed a 
wide variety of food and beverages. 

No matter where you went or 
looked, a slice of history was waiting
along with a slew of active or retired
military pilots willing to share their
stories. 

"This is flying history," said event 
announce·r Robert Stambovsky. "It's 

· amazing." 
The A-10 Warthog (Iraq/Middle

East) and the Cobra Chopper (Viet­
nam) proved to be popular. 

"The Vietnam stuff does it for me,"

NIK BLASKOVICH/ NEWS-PRESS 

The Tonina heads out to sea Saturday to spread the ashes of Paul 
"Sugar" Lindwall, a respected Santa Barbara shipwright since the 
1940s who died in July. 

said Santa Maria Vietnam veteran 
Bob Ilenstine, who served on the USS
Hornet, which carried out search and
rescue missions for downed pilots. 
"This is a way for me to pass a little 
history onto my grandson Johnny." 

Air Force Capt Joe "Rifle" Shet­
terly was on hand with anA-10 fighter, 
which is used in Afghanistan. 

Capt Shetterly, based in Tucson,
said his first toy was not a fire truck or 
wagon. It was a plane. 

"I wanted to be a pilot since I was 6
months old and my dad even wrote it
in my log," he said. "It's a thrill, honor
and a privilege to fly this ... it's a dream
come true." 

Navy Cmdr. Todd Nelson, an F-18
pilot, said he got the flying bug from
watching Star Wars. 

"Star Wars hooked me and then I
made the logical connection about
what I could do for real," said Cmdr.
Nelson, who is based in Lemoore. "It's 

a blast to fly this and they pay me, too."
The Santa Maria Chapter of the 

Ninety-Nines Inc., an international 
group of women pilots that owns and 
manages the Amelia Earhart Birth­
place Museum in Kansas, also proved 
to be worth a visit 

"If Amelia and her contemporaries
had not made flying available to
women, I would not be a pilot," said
Sally Hill, whose organization also put 
on an air demonstration. 

As the countless flying aces soared
by the crowd, many of whom were at
the edge of the runway, Orcutt resi­
dent Rosa Zavala smiled and took 
photographs like many others. 

"I just get chills," Ms. Zavala said. "I
love this." 
The air show continues from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. today at the Santa Maria
Airport 

email: news@newspress.com 

Ceremony at :sea bids farewell to master shipwright 
By SONIA FERNANDEZ 
NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT 

When Paul "Sugar" Lindwall built a
boat, 

People 
he put 

who 
his 

knew 
heart 

his 
into 

work 
it 

said he

did everything right the first time,
from perfect start to impeccable fin­
ish. Take a trip to the Santa Barbara 
Harbor and it's likely you'll see some
of his work, bobbing gently in their 
slips, waiting to be taken out on the 

water. water that his boats sail on. 
So when the master shipwright died 

last month, just shy of his 88th birth­
day, it was onlyfittingfor several of the 
community's boat enthusiasts to 
remember him with a trip out on the 

On Saturday morning, a small flo­
tilla of boats filled with friends and 
family sailed out into the waters just , 
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