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" Counselor & Social Worker Guide: Willa and the Magic
Widget

Story Theme: Awareness, acceptance, and gentle cognitive reframing for emotional regulation.
Series Message: Big Feelings, Small Shifts — Magical Tools for Wonderful Kids!

¥ About the Story

Willa’s story offers a playful entry point into emotional regulation. Through her interactions with
the “Magic Widget,” she learns that her thoughts shape her feelings — and that she can shift
from reactive to reflective with mindful breathing and curiosity.

This story is ideal for therapeutic, small group, or classroom SEL work, helping children
externalize emotions safely while developing language to describe internal experiences.

‘@ Therapeutic Goals

Increase emotional identification and self-awareness.
Introduce cognitive reframing in age-appropriate ways.
Reinforce mindfulness and somatic regulation.

Foster self-compassion and curiosity toward difficult feelings.

“ Guided Reflection Prompts

Use with individuals or small groups:

“What was happening in Willa’s body when she felt mad or tangled?”
“What’s your ‘Grumble’ like? What does it need to calm down?”
“Can you imagine your own Mello character? What would they say?”
“What thoughts make your feelings grow big?”

“What helps you feel like you again?”



(7 Activity Ideas

1. Feeling Characters Map
Invite the child to draw or name their own “feeling characters” like Willa’s — a visual and
playful way to externalize emotion.

2. Thought Switch Cards
Write common thought-feeling pairs on cards. Practice identifying helpful vs. unhelpful thoughts
and flipping them gently (“I can try again,” “This will pass,” “I can ask for help”).

3. Mello Moment Practice
Teach a short breathing exercise to use during sessions:
“Breathe in calm... Breathe out noise... Feel your feet, find your poise.”

4. Story Extension
Have children write or draw a new scene where Willa uses her tools in a different situation (e.g.,
at school, with friends).

7/ For Practitioners

Model acceptance and curiosity:

e Use Willa’s journey to normalize emotional waves.
» Reinforce that all feelings are safe to name and explore.
e Use the story’s rhythm and rhyme to regulate tone and pace for dysregulated clients.

This story aligns with mindfulness-based cognitive-behavioral principles (MBCT)
and polyvagal-informed emotional work, making it an effective tool for both SEL and
therapeutic interventions.

Key Takeaway:
When children understand that thoughts drive feelings and that they can shift their state with
awareness and breath, they develop lasting emotional agency and resilience.
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