
As summer approaches, single parents often 
find themselves facing unique challenges in 
managing parenting time and ensuring their 
children’s best interests are met. Whether you 
are dealing with a formal court order or navi-
gating without one, flexibility and communi-
cation are key. Here, we will discuss important 
considerations and offer practical tips to help 
you make the most of the summer months 
while maintaining a positive co-parenting 
relationship.

1. The Importance of Flexibility in
Parenting Time

Summer can bring changes in family dy-
namics, with kids having more free time and 
potentially engaging in various activities or 
camps. It is important to remain flexible with 
your parenting schedule to accommodate these 
changes. Flexibility not only helps avoid con-
flicts but also ensures that your child enjoys a 
fulfilling summer.

2. Modifying Court Orders with Mutual
Agreement

If you have a court order that outlines your
parenting time, remember that you can modify 
it as long as both parties agree. Document any 
agreed upon changes in writing to prevent 
misunderstandings in the future. This can help 
streamline arrangements and avoid unneces-
sary trips back to court.

3. Exercising Parenting Time Outside of
a Court Order

For parents without a formal court order,
it is essential to establish a mutually agreed 
upon schedule. Clear and open communication 
can help set expectations and reduce potential 
conflicts. Consider creating a structured plan 
that outlines who will take care of the children 

and when – this ensures that everyone is on 
the same page.

4. Asking for More Parenting Time
Than Your Court Order Allows

If you wish to spend additional time with your 
child beyond what your court order permits, ap-
proach the other parent respectfully and discuss 
your request. Emphasize how the extra time 
can benefit your child. It is important to remain 
considerate of the other parent’s schedule and 
willingness to accommodate these changes.

5. Respecting Your Child’s Busy
Schedule

Children often participate in various activ-
ities, events, and camps during the summer. 
When creating a parenting time schedule, con-
sider your child's commitments and interests. 
Ensure that both parents support and facili-
tate the child’s participation in these activities, 
demonstrating a shared commitment to their 
well being.

6. Ensuring Co-Parenting
Communication

Effective co-parenting communication is
essential during the summer months. Utilize 
tools like shared calendars, messaging apps, 
or co-parenting platforms to keep track of 
schedules and coordinate plans. Open com-
munication fosters a cooperative environment, 
reducing misunderstandings and conflicts.

7. Avoiding Unilateral Decisions
Making unilateral decisions about your

child’s summer plans can lead to disputes and 
legal issues. Always discuss and agree upon 
summer activities, visitation schedules, and any 
significant changes with the other parent. This 
collaborative approach reflects a commitment 
to co-parenting and the child’s best interests.
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8. Preparing for Travel and Vacations
If either parent intends to travel with the child,

it is crucial to inform the other parent and provide 
necessary details such as travel dates, destina-
tions, and contact information. This transpar-
ency promotes trust and ensures that both par-
ents can maintain a connection with their child 
during vacations.

9. Handling Conflicts and Disagreements
Conflicts may arise even with the best intentions.

When disagreements occur, try to resolve them 
amicably through discussion and compromise. If 
needed, consider seeking mediation or legal advice 
to find a solution that prioritizes the child’s welfare 
while respecting both parents' rights.

10. Focusing on the Best Interest of the Child
Regardless of the circumstances, always priori-

tize what is in the best interest of your child. Strive 
to create a summer that is enjoyable, enriching, 
and balanced. Your cooperative attitude and will-
ingness to work together will provide a stable and 
happy environment for your child.

Navigating summer parenting as a single par-
ent involves understanding legal considerations, 
remaining flexible, and prioritizing your child’s 
well-being. By following these tips and maintain-
ing open communication with the other parent, 
you can ensure a smooth and enjoyable summer 
for everyone involved. If you need specific legal 
guidance, don’t hesitate to reach out to us to discuss 
your situation further. Call the Law Offices of Lak-
isha N. Dean at 856-359-5222 or go to our website 
for more information, www.lakishadeanlaw.com.

Happy Summer!
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