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Summary 
The Theorem of Undefined Emergence formalizes the impossibility of phenomena to emerge from “nothing” 
or “infinity,” and align with our observa9ons of existence. This theorem dictates that when two star9ng con-
di9ons are iden9cal, except one has no constraints (undefinedness) while the other has any constraints (noth-
ing and infinity), the unconstrained condi=on is the only one capable of the full range of possible emergence. 
The star=ng condi=on of “nothing” is constrained by a place where something could be but isn’t. “Infinity” is 
constrained by a resolu=on requirement of achieving something that never ends, which is impossible. This the-
orem reveals that existence and its phenomena emerge not from “nothing or infinite poten=al…” but not from 
anything at all. Spontaneous emergence without a cause occurs because a star=ng condi=on with no constraints 
cannot prevent it. Given that causa9on is a property of existence, it cannot exist before existence. Therefore, 
existence spontaneously emerged on its own without a cause because nothing existed to prevent it. 
Note: This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share-Alike 4.0 International License. To view this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/li-
censes/by-nc-sa/4.0. For any for-profit use of this intellectual property, please email me at Academic@TheTheoryofExistence.com to obtain permission to use the contents of this 
article in your original works. The following for-profit media do not require my permission: YouTube videos, podcasts, blogs, personal newsletters, independent fashion, independ-
ent crafts, independent apparel, independent artwork, music and performance, individual news articles and segments, original independent publishing, and social media posts. 
The following personnel do not require my permission for for-profit use: K-12 teachers, pre-school teachers, nonprofit learning or advocacy groups, and independent educators. 
You do not need my permission for all artificial intelligence training and modification. The contents of this article are part of a larger theory called The Theory of Existence. You can 
find The Theory of Existence, The Show of Existence (empirical work), The Theorem of Existence (other math supporting The Theory), and The Story of Existence (a kid’s book version 
of The Theory) at www.TheTheoryofExistence.com. For business inquiries, please email me at Contact@TheTheoryofExistence.com. For personal correspondence, please email 
me at Bryant@TheTheoryofExistence.com. This work has not been peer-reviewed, and it is not for peer-review. 

Architecture 
The Theorem of Undefined Emergence is decep=vely simple and almost obvious in hindsight. The theorem posits 
that when two star9ng condi9ons are iden9cal except one condi=on has no constraints at all, while the other 
has any constraints, only the unconstrained condi=on is capable of producing the full range and variety of 
possible emergence. This theorem uses three classic star=ng condi=ons, which are 1) undefinedness, 2) 
nothing, and 3) infinity (or infinite poten=al). Undefinedness is the “star=ng condi=on” with no constraints, but 
it is not really a condi=on. Undefinedness is not a place, not a void, not infinite poten9al, not nothing—it’s not 
even undefinedness. The best way to understand undefinedness is to stop 
trying to understand it, stop trying to visualize it, and just say:  it simply 
isn’t. Undefinedness is not just the absence of proper=es or constraints; it 
is the absence of absence. Even the word “undefinedness” falsely aNributes 
it to “being something” that we can reference, but we cannot reference 
what isn’t. Undefinedness has no defini=on. So, when I say “undefinedness,” 
I am referring to the concept of undefinedness, not something that exists.  

The other two condi=ons have constraints. The defini=on of “nothing” is a 
loca=on where something could be, but isn’t. To iden=fy nothing, you need 
a “container” that has the property of something missing. You can point to 
it and say, “There is nothing.” The problem with “nothing” is that it always 
leads to the infinite regress problem, no maNer what solu=on you propose. 
We have yet to answer the ques=on of “How did something come from 
nothing?” because it is unanswerable, and the premise that something can 
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come from nothing is false. On the 
other hand, you cannot point to 
undefinedness because undefin-
edness is not nothing; it simply 
isn’t. Undefinedness does not lead 
to the infinite regress problem 
because undefinedness did not 
“come from” anywhere. Undefin-
edness cannot have a cause 
because it cannot have anything at 
all. It simply isn’t. Likewise, the 
defini=on of infinity is a property 
that extends forever without 
stopping. Even though infinity 

would allow infinite poten=al, infinity is impossible and does not exist because it requires aHaining a property 
that never ends, so it is unaHainable—it has an unresolvable constraint. The constraints imposed by “nothing” 
and “infinity” block emergence. Undefinedness has no proper9es to block spontaneous, causeless emergence.  

To understand the differences across these concepts, let’s imagine that the starting conditions are a box, which 
is what existed before existence, and the gift is existence. In the undefinedness condition, the box and the gift 
are delivered simultaneously. Neither the box nor the gift is delivered separately; however, they can be deliv-
ered together, as nothing prevents them from being delivered to your 
house. Each gift fits the box perfectly because the gift arrived with the 
box. Without a box, there is no missing gift, and without a gift, there is 
no missing box. Their existence requires they co-define each other.  

In the nothing condition, the empty box is in your home and contains 
no gift. You can only identify the missing gift because the box is empty. 
No one knows where the box came from. One day, the gift appeared 
inside the box. The question became, “How did something come from 
nothing?” “How did the gift come from the box?” You try to figure it 
out... maybe a family member put it there, but then the question be-
comes, “Where did my family member get the gift?” Oh, maybe they 
found the gift upstairs, but then the question becomes, “How did the 
gift get upstairs?” Hmm.... maybe the gift was from the previous family 
that lived in the house, but then the question becomes, “Where did 
that family get the gift from?” with no definitive resolution apparent. 

Further, given that the box existed before the gift, if the gift was too 
large for the box and could not fit, then the box would remain empty. Finally, in the infinity condition, you do 
not have a gift yet because the box must finish construction, which will happen when it reaches infinite size. 
However, it cannot an reach infinite size; it could always be larger, so the box never arrives, nor does the gift.  

The Theorem of Undefined Emergence is the mathema9cal principle behind the emergence of existence, but it 
con=nues to dictate all emergence, including your thoughts, cultural trends, the stock market, and the variety 
across species. The future is undefined because nothing exists that can prevent it, because existence is all that 
exists. Undefined emergence dictates that the future comes because nothing can prevent it. But, the future is 
“nothing,” it is not “empty,” it has no proper9es at all—undefined. It is this constraint-free progression of 
existence that enables the full range of possible emergence—what existence does when leY unconstrained.  
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To make the future “nothing,” it requires you to add a constraint to the present. For example, I can spray the 
constraint of weedkiller on my lawn to ensure that there is “nothing” but flowers in the future lawn, but now 
I’ve blocked the full range of possible emergence. When we observe phenomena across existence, we do not 
see constrained outcomes. We see broad distribu9ons—bell curves and full-spectrum variability, as long as 
nothing prevents it. If something cannot exist, it doesn’t because it is not part of the full range of possible 
emergence. However, if something can exist and nothing prevents it, it does exist, over and over in the full 
range of possible emergence, which is why we see the same convergent phenomena across our fractal universe.  

The most cri=cal difference is between ongoing existence, where you can block the full range of possible 
emergence, and the origin of existence, which could not have been blocked because nothing existed before 
existence. Before existence emerged, there was no full range of possible emergence, but as soon as it did, the 
full range was set. Similarly, causa9on is a property of existence that could not exist before existence, so exist-
ence could not have been caused by anything. Anything that exists could not have existed before existence. 

Therefore, all these features of existence, 1) the full range of possible emergence, 2) causa9on, 3) nothing, 4) 
any constraints, 5) anything at all, none of them could exist before existence. It is this very lack of all things that 
enabled existence to spontaneously emerge without a cause—that’s The Theorem of Undefined Emergence. 

The Big Picture 
Talk about a bombshell theorem, huh? The idea that existence cannot have a cause but emerged because 
nothing existed to stop it is the most profound and unsatisfying answer imaginable, isn’t it? Still, this solution 
is a mathematical and logical necessity, and it’s the only answer without an infinite regress. Also, I empirically 
confirmed it in Paper 𝟐 with The Lattice Experiment. We have spun our wheels for all human history searching 
for an answer to “Why is there something rather than nothing?” and “How did something come from nothing?”  

These questions were critical, but they do not have answers because they rest on a false premise. Existence is 
something that… just is... so, take your time, sit with this answer, stay kind to yourself, and never let the exis-
tential free fall that comes from understanding existence prevent you from seeing all its beauty and wonder.  


