Department of Education State-by-State
Exceptional Learner Guidance:

Direct Links to Services and Resources

Angelica Ramirez, PhD (c)

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
lllinois
Indiana
lowa
Kansas

Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina

North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee

Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

This collection of state-specific Department of Education links serves as a centralized
navigation guide to each U.S. state’s official Special Education guidance, including policies,
procedures, and resources aligned with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
and related federal and state requirements. By selecting an individual state, educators,

administrators, researchers, families, and advocates can access that state’s publicly available

information on special education processes such as referral, evaluation, eligibility

determination, Individualized Education Program (IEP) development, service delivery, progress
monitoring, dispute resolution, and procedural safeguards. While some states provide

comprehensive manuals, technical assistance documents, and detailed implementation

guidance, others offer more limited or high-level information, reflecting variability in state

infrastructure, policy development, and transparency. Consequently, the depth and
accessibility of resources may differ significantly by state. Collectively, these links function as a

practical entry point and comparative reference, enabling users to locate official state

guidance, identify gaps in publicly available information, and better understand how special

education services and compliance expectations are articulated and supported across

different state contexts.
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https://www.alabamaachieves.org/special-education/
https://education.alaska.gov/sped
https://education.alaska.gov/sped
https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/offices/special-education
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/cdesped
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/special-education/bureau-of-special-education
https://education.delaware.gov/legacy/home/instruction-and-assessment/exceptional-children/special-education/
https://dcps.dc.gov/specialeducation
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/
https://gadoe.org/special-education/
https://health.hawaii.gov/eis/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/about-us/departments/special-education/
https://www.isbe.net/specialeducation
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/special-education/
https://educate.iowa.gov/pk-12/special-education
https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Title-Services/Title-III-State-ESOL
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/Pages/default.aspx
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/diverse-learners/students-with-disabilities-resources
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Special-Education/index.aspx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/special-education
https://education.mn.gov/mde/index.htm
https://education.mn.gov/mde/index.htm
https://mdek12.org/specialeducation/
https://dese.mo.gov/special-education
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/School-Climate-Student-Wellness/Special-Education/Regulations-and-Guidance
https://www.education.ne.gov/sped/
https://doe.nv.gov/offices/office-of-comprehensive-student-services
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/division-of-learner-support/bureau-special-education-support
https://nj.gov/education/specialed/
https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/special-education/
https://www.nysed.gov/special-education
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/exceptional-children
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/education-programs/special-education
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/special-education.html
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/special-education.html
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/SpecialEducation/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/elementary-and-secondary-education/special-education
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/special-education
https://oses.ed.sc.gov/
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/student-support/special-education.html
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education
https://www.schools.utah.gov/specialeducation/
https://education.vermont.gov/student-support/vermont-special-education
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/programs-services/special-education/
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education
https://wvde.us/academics/special-education
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped
https://edu.wyoming.gov/parents/special-education/

