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BROOKINGS UCC 

        Pastor’s Corner 

 

Dear Church Family, 

I wanted to share with you (for those who weren’t there) the opening speech I gave to 
the crowd of approx. 550 at the Brookings “No Kings” rally a couple weeks ago.  So here 
it is! 

Hello, my name is Mark Johnsen and I am the pastor of the United Church of Christ here 
in Brookings.  I was invited to say a few words this afternoon as a person of the clergy, 
and yet I recognize that many in this group may be people of a different faith, or may not 
subscribe to any faith at all.  So I am definitely not here to proselytize.  But I am here to 
speak out against the toxic Christian nationalism that has not only taken over our coun-
try, but has poisoned and perverted the name and nature of Christ.  There are many vari-
ous views regarding the historicity and essence of this man named Jesus.  All we have are 
the biblical accounts and a few extra-biblical references.  But what we read of in the gos-
pel accounts is of a man who taught about loving others as ourselves; about welcoming 
the stranger; about embracing those who are marginalized and oppressed.  In fact, these 
teachings are at the core of most of our world religions.  Yet often, the people who most 
fervently claim their religious convictions, display the least of these tenants.   

In my church right now, I have been preaching a sermon series I’ve entitled “Dangerous 
Jesus” in which I’m exploring the various scriptural accounts where the priests and reli-
gious leaders of his day were plotting and actively trying to kill him.  So the messages he 
proclaimed resulted in a physical danger to Jesus, but they also posed a danger to the 
religious and empirical powers who were intent on dominating the people in an effort to 
maintain their status.  They were threatened by the signs that Jesus was displaying, es-
pecially during the final week of his life when he cursed a fruitless fig tree as a sign of 
how the prevailing religion of his day displayed the veneer of beautiful leaves, but was 
worthless, because it bore no fruit.  

Such is the plight of our nation today.  We are being governed by leaders who want to 
portray big ugly bills as beautiful; leaders who care more about power than people; lead-
ers who display the veneer of faith, but bear no fruit.  Yet, in the midst of all this darkness 
there are signs of light and life.  Our representatives who are in the minority, are with-
holding their votes to fund our government as a sign that healthcare for all Americans is 
more important than tax cuts for billionaires.  And all of you here today are also perform-
ing signs, as you hold literal signs in the air to demonstrate against the ways in which our 
neighbors are being abused; how a faith has be prostituted, and how our freedoms and 
our very democracy is at risk. 

So I thank you all for being here; for fighting injustice, and for being a sign that we will 
not submit; we will not surrender; in fact, we will overcome! 

Pastor Mark Johnsen 



I just got this info from Heidi at United Way that I wanted to share with you all asap.  If you would like to help with the 
current SNAP crisis, the attached brochure includes details about places to purchase/drop off donated items.  Thanks 
for your consideration in this time of need for so many. 

Blessings, Pastor Mark 



November  2025  
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1 

2 
Adult Study 
9am 
Worship 

3 
Coffee and  
Conversa-
tion 10-11 

4 5 
Something 
to Chew 
On 6:30 

6 7 8 

 

9 
 Adult 
Study 9am 
Worship 

10 
Coffee and  
Conversa-
tion 10-11 

11 12 
Something 
to Chew 
On 6:30 

13 
 

14 15 

16 
Adult Study 
9am 
Worship 

17 
Coffee and  
Conversa-
tion 10-11 

18 19 
Something 
to Chew 
On 6:30 

20 

 

21 22 

23 
Adult Study 
9am 
Worship 
10am 

24 
Coffee and  
Conversa-
tion 10-11 

25 26 
Something 
to Chew 
On 6:30 

27 

THANKS-

GIVING 

MEAL 11-1 

28 29 

30 
Adult Study 
9am 
Worship 
10am 

 
     



November 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 

November Birthdays 
8 Kali Ward 
9 Dawn Jones 
9 Torie Dokken 
12 Doreen Campbell 
28 Doug Ward 
 

Anniversaries 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               Cause of the Month 

The cause of the month for this November will once again be our Community Thanksgiving Meal.  We have a core 

team who will coordinate the details of our meal, but over the next few weeks we will be asking for your help to 

prepare/contribute certain elements of the meal.  Our church has a tradition of offering this meal free of charge 

to anyone in the community who is either food insecure, or simply just desiring to gather with family or other 

folks, rather than eating at home alone.  The meal will be served on Thanksgiving Day (Nov. 27th) from 11am-1pm, 

although we will need volunteers earlier that morning for preparation.   A signup sheet will be available in the 

sanctuary beginning Nov. 9th.  If you are interested in helping but unable to sign up on the church clipboard, 

please contact Pastor Mark.  

We had a great turnout for our Trunk or Treat Event 

on Halloween!  About 180 kids came by to help us 

celebrate and pickup candy.  Thanks to everyone 

who decorated their trunk and handed out candy!!! 


