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Editor’'s Note
Dear Friends, .Eblq OK’,—tO—SGh OOL

Students will put on their back-to-school best '.S a Le

this month and head off to meet their new teachers
and see some old friends. Many parents will send
their recent high school graduates off to college JF (_) [“%F
for the first time. My parents moved me into the é(ﬂ
dormitories at Texas State University - San Marcos
many years ago. It was such a milestone in my life,
and I’ll never forget that feeling of freedom, wonder
and a little anxiety. Over the months, that anxiety
quelled. I grew to treat my new-found freedom with
respect. I had a lot of fun, but college graduation was my No. 1 goal.

As a community, we can support our students with a few words of wisdom or
by simply wishing them well. Good luck to returning students and to all those
first-time college students and parents. Have a great school year!

Take care,

WEEKDAYS 10 -7 AND

Amber D. Browne SAT 10 -5 CLOSED SUN

WeatherfordNOW Editor TH E RESALE SECRET

amber.browne@nowmagazines.com

INSURANCE AGENCY

Benefits Group Has your

= home and
Employee Benefits » Consulting
Communication * Life & Health

auto insurance
gone up?

Weldon "Wally"” Wallace
Agent
817-341-7766

Insurance Benefit Planning
for both Employer Groups

and Individuals AUTO r HOME
Where ot TAG FARM & RANCH * COMMERCIAL

YOU'RE if! “With Wallace Insurance, It’s Not Just Business...
WE Make it Personal”

117 N. MAIN ST. - WEATHERFORD

Wwww.nowmagazines.com 4 WeatherfordNOW August 2013



|

— By Amber D. Browne

d W
3 =
=

. B

Py ——

“To play football all
of these years, and to
be able to reach the
pinnacle of football

— Super Bowl world
champions — it's just
a great feeling.”



Playing in the National Football I eague may
take Chris Jobnson across the country, but he always
has time to sit in the stands and watch his children
perform on the field. Chris grew up in East Texas
and has lived in other states, but he and bis family
now call the Aledo community homse.

The Johnson family made the transition back to Texas in
2009. “I wanted a lot of land,” Chris said, “so my kids could run
around.” Chris’ uncle, who works in real estate, showed them
several houses. The final one, just east of Weatherford, was the
perfect place. “We didn’t know where we were going or where
we were going to end up. Before we even turned into the yard,
we were like, “Yep, that’s it,”” Chris recalled. “We walked in, and
we loved it.”

Chris’ wife, Mioshi, had done her research on the Aledo
Independent School District. “I looked at the education and
the demographics. We just took the plunge.” She likes the
small-town feel. “We’re both from Longview. It’s kind of like
Aledo. Everybody knows each other.” They’ve been married
since 2008 and have never regretted their decision to raise their
children in the area.

Although they’ve made their home in the local community,
their home away from home is in Baltimore, where Chris plays

cornerback for the Ravens. He started playing football in a Pee
Wee league in East Texas. He really enjoyed the sport. “Over

the years, going through high school, being able to expetience
different positions, I just fell in love with football.”” He graduated
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from Pine Tree High School in Longview
and then went on to graduate from
University of Louisville.

Chris played for the Oakland Raiders
for five years and became a free agent
in 2012. “Baltimore wanted me in 2010,
when I was a Raider, but the owner didn’t
want to trade me. We prayed about it. 1
called the GM |general manager| one day,
and he told me to come out and work out
for him. The rest was history.”

And as a Raven, Chris now has a Super
Bowl win on his résumé. “Other than
actually having a child, as a profession,
that’s probably the second best thing
that can ever happen,” Chris said. “To
play football all of these years, and to be
able to reach the pinnacle of football
— Super Bowl world champions — it’s
just a great feeling.”

“It was a long journey,” Mioshi
said. “Just to be an NFL wife has been
exciting. To see him, after so many
years of working that hard, actually
achieve that goal, it was great.” All of
the Johnson family attended the game in
New Orleans in February and got to see
Chris leave the field a Super Bowl champ.
“And, Aledo gave us that great sendoff.”

When Chris returned home from
the big game, he received a banner that
had been signed by students at his sons’
schools. “The school district didn’t have
to do it, but I appreciate them for doing
it and making this home for us,” Chris



said. “The boys really enjoyed that.” His
oldest son, Brannon, is no stranger to the
football field. He'll be in seventh grade
in Aledo this fall. Christopher, Chris’
youngest son, and his Pee Wee football
team won their own Super Bowl last
season, shortly after Chris brought home
the title.

Christopher, a soon-to-be second
grader in Aledo, adores his father
and enjoys watching him play out on
the football field. “It’s pretty cool,”
Christopher said. “Dad comes to see
everything for me. I should appreciate
that and do it for him.”

Besides the game of football, Chris
spends time helping youngsters in the
game of life. “I try to be a big brother,

almost a mentor, to these young men and
young girls out here,” Chris explained.
“I didn’t have a motivator, a speaket, to
influence me: this is the right way, this
is the wrong way. I just tried to feel my
way through high school myself.” Chris
tries to give the younger generation an
understanding of how to be successful.
“Everybody has bumps in the road
sometimes. I just tell them my story.”
Chris offers guidance to the young
men and women. “They don’t know how
to approach a person. They don’t know
how to shake your hand the right way,”
Chris explained. “The handshake is the
very most important thing as a man, to
be able to look a person in the eye and
say, ‘How are you doing? My name is
Chris also reaches out to
women at domestic violence shelters and
founded the Showtime 37 Foundation to
teach football camps in the summer.
Mioshi is no stranger to helping
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services to Children

youngsters. She founded a mentoring
program called Pretty Smart Gitls. She
has a daughter and nine nieces ranging

in age from toddler to teenager. “Being
around a lot of young gitls in my life, 1
saw there was just a need for mentoring,
There is not a lot of positivity portrayed
in females in TV and radio. There’s a

lot of good that girls don’t get to see.”
Mioshi began to think about how she
could empower young girls while teaching
them to empower themselves. She
brainstormed with her daughter Krissy,
who is a sophomore in Duncanville,
and her niece Sidney, who lives with
them and will start 10th grade in Aledo
this school year. They came up with the
idea for the Pretty Smart Gitls program.
Besides taking cate of her family and
her foundation, Mioshi is also a surgical
technologist and is finishing up her
clinical studies.

When they get a few minutes to relax
in their busy schedules, the Johnsons
enjoy going out to dinner or a movie
and traveling in the off-season. Chris
and Mioshi recently took up ballroom
dancing to help him with his flexibility
and agility. “Chris is secretly a good
dancer, and I’m not. But, I like to dance,”
Mioshi said, grinning;

With preseason football games and
school starting this month, the Johnsons
will be back to a busy schedule. Chris
likes flying his mom, wife and children
to his games. “At a younger age, they get
to sce the world. All 1 saw was Longview
through 12th grade,” he chuckled. Chris

Weatherford Location Now Open!
1836 Santa Fe Dr., Weatherford, TX
817-341-7611
3550 Hulen St. - Ste, D, Fort Worth, TX
817-377-2535

WWW.PEDI-REHAB.COM

is happy to be a part of the Baltimore
Ravens and looks forward to the chance
to win another Super Bowl ring;

For now, Chris and his family ate
living life to the fullest. They enjoy the
excitement of life in the NFL but cherish
the time spent back in the tight-knit
community they call home.
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