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Editor's Note __
Hello Friends, ﬁiﬂ-ﬁ H 1€ = fgl 1

Since its launch in February 2011, I've served as { B(Jﬁ' e (',r 1 ;'f_ stmas ...
the community editor for WeatherfordNOW Magazine, .
and I’ve enjoyed writing stories about good people in
Parker County. I appreciate every person I’'ve met —
whether in person, via e-mail or telephone — and the
wisdom they’ve imparted to me and to our readers.

I’m off now to delve deeper into NOW
Magazines’ mission. We publish magazines in nine
other markets, and I will be focusing on two of
them: Butleson and Granbury. I will miss you, but I
know you are in good hands. Many of you have already had the pleasure of meeting
the new WeatherfordNOW community editor. Amber Browne has written many of
the articles you have enjoyed for the last year-and-a-half. She is looking forward to
meeting more of you and telling your stories. Send your story ideas to Amber at
amber.browne@nowmagazines.com.

Enjoy your winter! 25 0/ 0 O ff
MAAA/ All clothing

Melissa Rawlins ni o

WeatherfordNOW Edicor Children’s Boutique
melissa.rawlins@nowmagazines.com 207 N. Main St. » Weatherford
(817) 629-3888 817-599-8828 + Tues-Sat: 10-5:00
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~“FOREVER

Long-term friendships
can be hard to come by.
But, that is not the case with

Juanita Pennington and Barb
Cotton, who have known the
women in their Red Hat Society
group for the past six decades.

Most of the women have known
each other since first or second grade at
Castleberry Elementary School in River Oaks.
Through the years, many of them kept in
touch and decided to join the Red Hat Society
in 2003. Although some in the group are a
couple of years younger
than Juanita,
she was

acquainted
with them
at school




You are the only
reason for

through her younger sister. “I’m sort
of a come-lately,” Juanita said. One of
the women in the original group invited
Juanita to join several years back. “My
husband was dying, and I told them I
wasn’t interested.” The group’s Queen
Mother, Carol Ann Chauncy Baker,
contacted Juanita one day and invited
her to lunch. “She called and said, ‘We’re
having lunch down here, and if you don’t \
get down hete, we’re coming to your 113 l_‘3]‘\'1—il’1 St. * Weatherford
house!” So, I went ahead, got dressed and 7 - 41 _", 41- h_fnh

went down there. That’s been my story
ever since.”

Over the years, the forever friends
have helped each other through good
times and bad. “I would not trade for
these girls,” Juanita said, lovingly. “We
laugh. We cry. We've been through

deaths. We’ve been through marriages.

We’ve been through kids dying, and that’s “Your QEII“% Bout;que”

not a good feeling ever. Your children 5 thrics Kits * Notions

are not supposed to die before you do.” * Specializing in Stonehenge from
Juanita has lost one child, while Barb has
lost three over the years.

Northcott and Jinny Beyer's Color Palette
* Solids & Blenders S

817-599-7810

806 Palo Pinto Street
Weatherford, TX 76086
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Saos XX ©0 .
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318 D Santa Fe = Weatherford d weathmd
\{}/ 817-699-944 uwam 800
4 We Aso CarryShoes, Jecel
‘.“J'\"?‘-;.J Purses and Accesrohier, % e ;
www fancysplussizeresaleshop.com || WivIpop'sused books¥com]
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Juanita and Barb consider the women

in their group like family. “We’ve been
through a whole lot of a life. Life is not
so devastating when you have sisters,”
Juanita said. Two sets of sisters are in the
group: Carol Ann and Jerry Lloyd, and
Delotis Motrgan and Luretta Kitchens.
The rest of the group is made up of
Billie Bennett, Judy Marlin, Jane Parke,
Jeanette Stubbs and Margaret Walker.
“We care so much about each other. We
can criticize one another, and we always
know it’s with love, concern and care.”
The group has lost three members, but
they often reminisce about the good
times they have had over the years.

They meet once a month to eat
and chat. “Sometimes we do crafts at
home, and sometimes we go out to
eat. Sometimes we go to somebody’s
house and eat and gossip,” Juanita said,
grinning. They’ve traveled to the Fort
Worth Botanic Garden, as well as the
U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing
in Fort Worth. They have taken a road
trip to Salado, where they rented a house
and shopped at the local boutiques. They
even got all fancy for Glamour Shots at
one of their monthly get-togethers. “You
get all dolled up anyway. When you go
to the meeting, you wear your red hat.
Always, always wear your red hat!”

The Red Hats also volunteer their
time in the local community. They make
pillows for cancer and heart patients, and
hand craft bibs for local nursing homes.
“We try to do mission projects. Juanita
and I always take our sewing machines,
and the rest of them do the cutting,”
Barb said.
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Spending time with their friends is
mostly about having fun, though. They
have plenty of laughs when they dress

up in purple and put on that red hat for
parties. They even had lingerie showers

for the Queen Mother and for Barb when
they remarried. “You talk about something
being fun. It was!” Barb exclaimed.

When Juanita hosts her annual get-
together at her home in Willow Park, it’s
a pool party. “I usually have mine in the
summer time with a chunky dunk party,”
Juanita laughed. “Some of them swim,
and some of them sit with their feet in
the water.” Others just choose to sit inside
her home and catch up with the ladies.

At one of Juanita’s swimming parties,
her friends got their first glimpse of her
boyfriend, Ken Knoppel. Juanita told
the ladies she had ordered pizza. “None
of us had met him. Here comes this
man carrying this pizza. And, she comes
out of the pool and goes up to him and
starts kissing on him!” Barb laughed. It

: A
surprised the ladies, but they welcomed il
; ' sway  FREE
Malt or Shake . Pint of lce Cream AND GET A
GET 2ND I| Buyaquartﬂf REG. SECOND

SANDWICH i
i

REG. SIZE | homemade BURGER 1/2 PRICE :
i

|

Ken with open arms.
“It’s not easy getting into the dating

scene at this age,” Juanita chuckled.

“Times have changed. Our whole society

FREE ! icoromecte B} COR .25  comemmms

is different now. I finally decided after i o

. | or besser value) h coupon ant. ease extra
six years that I was awful lonely.” So, ‘%‘;man gt e s I l‘ R %’m Couponpar sk, pesse )
she jumped back into the dating scene. %ﬁus!;ﬂhamzm' one WEm'a'mmn“"“ | N s :m-:a:d i :‘"’_ B 1 il

Juanita met Ken through each other’s

daughters. Juanita was not intetested at F HOMEM AD
ﬁrst% but she went with her daughter to 9 FLAVORS o
2038 Ft. Worth Hwy.

Ken’s son’s 40th birthday party. “He was

E ICE CREAM

very attentive,” she said. She found out at the Azle Hwy. (FM 730)
he was a handy man, so she handed over Mon-Sat: 9:45AM - 9:30PM
a long to-do list. He started working for Sun: 12 Noon - 9:30PM

her, and the two got better acquainted. 81 7-594’2524
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He asked her to go wild flower hunting
and surprised her with a motorcycle
ride to see the colorful landscape. When

Juanita is not busy with the Red Hat

Society, she and Ken often take road trips
on the back of his motorcycle.

Barb’s husband, Lee Roy Cotton, is
very supportive of her being part of
the group of friends with the Red Hat
Society. “My husband loves for me to do
it. He’s like me. He loves to entertain,”
Barb said. She is hosting the Red Hat
group’s Christmas party this December.
“A lot of eating and visiting,” Barb
said about the party. Each member will
bring a nice present for a gift exchange.
The women will also make a little
handmade craft for each member. They
have collected the crafts over the years,
including pin cushions and even a light
bulb snowman.

And the women look forward to
many more Christmases and lunch
dates over the years. “Having a group,
even if you don’t feel good, even if we
go somewhere, and you don’t want to
drive that far, you will make an effort,”

Juanita said. “When you get this old, any

effort you make to make contact with
,” she explained.
“It would be easy to sit up on this hill

somebody else is a plus

and not get in the car and not put myself
out there. I would probably just shrivel
up and die. Well, maybe not shrivel up. 1
would go ahead and eat,” she laughed.
They are content with their close-knit
group of eleven friends. “We’ve just
been together forever,” Barb said. She
considers her long-time relationships
very precious and believes losing these
friendships would leave a void in her life.
“We put effort in it. Desire and effort,”
Barb said. “All these girls have meant so
much to us over the years. We just have
such a good time being together.”
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