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ATTENTION WATER SKIERS 
Please help us in minimizing erosion! If your skier falls and is not in any immediate danger, PLEASE throttle 
back to idle speed and pick up your skier at idle speed. This will greatly help prevent lake erosion, and your 
skier will not have three-foot rollers to contend with.  
Thanks, The Boat Committee 
 
 
ATTENTION PONTOON OWNERS AND LAKE CRUISERS 
Please check your boats' face plate. It states the total number of people and the 
total weight your boat is allowed to carry. If your boat holds 6 people that 
includes the driver and spotter plus the people on tubes, wakeboards or skis. 
This is an Illinois boating regulation. It needs to be followed or tickets will be 
issued. 
Going for that afternoon or sunset cruise? Please watch the size of your wake. Idling back a few RPM’s can 
drastically reduce the size of your wake, and you will go almost the same speed. We can all help in 
minimizing lake erosion.  
Thanks, The Boat Committee 
 
SELLING OF WATER CRAFT 
During Boating Season, when you sell a boat that is currently stickered, you will need to remove and bring 
the old sticker in before your new boat is measured and issued a replacement GLA sticker as approved by 
the Water craft Review Committee. 

  

As you may or may not be aware, on January 1st, 1978, the State of Illinois passed the following boating laws which 

are currently in affect: 

Boating Safety - Boating Safety  

 

 

 

 

1. No person under 10 years of age may operate a motorboat 



 

2. person at least 10 years of age and less than 12 years of age may operate a motorboat only if: 

 

They are accompanied on the motorboat and under the direct control of a parent or guardian, or a person at least 18 

years of age who has been    designated by the parent or guardian. 

 

3. A driver who is at least 12 years of age and less than 18 years of age may only operate a motorboat if: 

The driver has in their possession a valid Boating Safety Certificate issued by the Department of Natural Resources, 

Division of Education or valid certificate issued by another state, province of the Dominion of Canada, the United 

States Coast Guard Auxiliary or the United States Power Squadron or The driver is accompanied on the motorboat 

and is under the direct control of a parent or guardian or a person at least 18 years of age who has been designated 

by the parent or guardian. 

 

As we move closer to another boating season, we urge all Goose Lake Association residents and especially those 

who are boaters to visit the IDNR website www.dnr.state.il.usa and review the safe boating material that has been 

made available and to take the time to take the Illinois Boating Safety Course and Exam so that everyone can have a 

safe and enjoyable season on our waterways. 

 
  

We have a few rules that apply to boats on our lakes. Please review the 
rules to ensure you are in compliance. Here is a summary of some of 
the important things to remember when buying a boat. 

Pontoon Boats are limited to an overall length that does not exceed 24 feet 6 inches 
with not more than two pontoons (tubes). All other watercrafts are limited to an 
overall length that does not exceed 20 feet as per original boat manufacturer 
specification and must measure 20 feet or less as measured by the Goose Lake 
Association. Measurement shall include molded platforms; excludes bolt-on platforms. 
The maximum overall width of any boat is to be no wider than 9 feet. The following 
watercrafts are prohibited: 

1. Watercraft equipped with inboard rear V-drive engines or equipped with any 
wake or wake enhancing devices such as, but not limited to ballast tanks, hydro 
gates, etc. This type of boat is usually called a wake board boat. 

  

2. Cabin cruisers or other boats with enclosed living quarters 

3. Deck Boats 

4. Tritoon Pontoon Boats [having three or more pontoons (tubes)] 



5. All Watercraft shall be equipped and maintained with an effective below 
waterline exhaust system.  

6. Boats used on Goose, Beaver Lake, and Half Moon Lakes shall not be equipped 
with more than a 10 HP motor. Boats on these lakes are limited to NO WAKE 
speeds. Pontoon boats are limited to no more than 100 HP on Lincoln Lake. 

7. Jet Skis are limited to no more than 130 HP. Operators and owners of jet skis and 
other like personal water craft shall obey all rules concerning "flow" of 
watercraft direction and shall not operate in such fashion as to endanger 
themselves, passengers, or other users of the lake. PULLING OR TOWING 
OF WATER SKIERS OR PULL CRAFT WITH JET SKIS IS NOT 
PERMITTED.  

  

If you have any questions, please call the office.  
 


