
READINGS: Wis 2:12, 17-20 / Jas 3:16—4:3 / Mk 9:30-37
09-22-2024
Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “God is my Helper.” 	
All our readings today point us to why we should always rely on God as our helper. When we put all our trust in God, we will rely on Him completely and know we could never do any better not on our own, or with anyone, or anything else. When we die to self, we will be able to understand this when we have wisdom from above. We should understand that true wisdom from above comes from God, and we must cultivate humility, honesty, and be truthful about the source of such a gift. In the realization of such gifts, we will have wisdom, compassion, mercy, and peace that come from God. All these gifts are to be used for building a community of faith. 
When we have God as our helper and directing our lives, we will have true respect for other people who also have similar gifts as we do that God gives for building a Godly community. When we are open to God’s grace, we will not get these gifts alone, but we will also receive other gifts that will help us build a wise community. It is God’s desire that we become a reflector of His light to the rest of the world. He created us to know Him and it is through our knowing Him that we will be able to radiate His light to others. God does not need us to be complete, we need Him for everything and for us to be made whole and holy.
When we have wisdom that comes from above, we will have the ability to do all things wisely and well. This ability can only originate from God who created the entire universe with remarkable precision and order. As one of our prayers says, “My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth” (Ps 121:2). When we keep quiet about our gifts how do we expect to receive more? We will be like the 9 lepers who did not return to thank God for their healing. It is His gifts that help us to navigate through troubled waters when life tosses us up and down and left and right as a nasty storm tosses a boat up and down, left and right.
In our first reading, similar to last week’s first reading, today we have the elders, chief priests, and scribes mocking Jesus and plotting on how they would torture and kill Him to see if God will help Him which will prove to them that He is the Son of God. Their desire sprung from the concept that nothing exists after this life. After this life we go into nothingness so there will be no consequence for their actions in this life. Their thinking is that they will go after the just one who would be our savior subdue Him and exterminate Him by all means at their disposal. Their intention is to do the work of the evil one. They view the just one is opposed to their evil way of life.  
Their intent prefigures what happened to our Savior during His passion and death. They did not want to hear anything the Just One would say. They found Him as against their way of life and decided to kill Him. Not only that, they wanted to put God to the test to see if God would help Him. We can see this when Jesus was on the cross as found in the Gospel of Mark’s narrative of the passion of Christ. There the chief priests, with the scribes mocked Jesus by saying “He saved others, He cannot save Himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe” (Mark 15:31-32).  
 In our second reading from the Letter of St. James, where he was admonishing the people, he was pasturing who were being influenced by bad actors. He asked them where did their bickering and conflict come from? He said, from their passion comes jealousy and selfish ambition which leads to disorder and every evil practice. He told them to seek wisdom from above which is pure, peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy, good fruit, consistency, sincerity, and the fruit of righteousness planted in peace in hearts would be found in that community. In contrast, wherever we find self-serving attitude we will find jealousy about the gift of others, bitter and boastful rivalry which are the fruit of earthly wisdom. They will erode the fabric of such a community.
The fruit of earthly wisdom will lead members of the community into waring against each other which does not lead to truth but falsehood. These fruits will not lead to justice and peace that should exist in a Christian society.  As Jesus said, by their fruits you will know them. Our responsibility in our community is to foster a peaceful and just community by acting with love as brothers and sisters who love God and our neighbor. The key to a successful community is to allow God to be our helper and be at the center of any community. All communities should seek God’s peace and surrender to God’s will.
In our Gospel reading, we have the disciples exhibiting the characteristic of a community at war with one another, Jesus told them about His coming passion and death, they argued among themselves as to who will be the leader of the Pac or who will be the successor, after Jesus is killed. It seems they were not good listeners. They did not hear the second part that after 3 days, Jesus will be resurrected. All they wanted to campaign about is who will lead. They wanted to see who would get the most votes. Again, they are thinking not as God but as human beings (see Mark 8:33). 
Jesus told the 12 apostles who were supposed to be the visible leaders of His Church similar to last week’s teaching when Jesus taught them about discipleship, here, Jesus taught them about leadership. Jesus teaches the Twelve, the chosen leaders of His Church that they must lead by imitating His example of love and self-sacrifice. They must be “serv-ants of all,” especially the weak and the helpless symbolized by the child He put His arm around and placed it in their midst. By embracing the child, Jesus showed them they must love each other as well. 
For sure, Christianity values is an upside down way of looking at earthly values. The world says to be a leader, you must rule with an iron hand. It is like choosing bread instead of a cake, like choosing straw instead of gold. It is like choosing death instead of life. Only those who imitate Christ can accept it. It was a lesson the apostles had to learn. We too who are disciples of Jesus need to learn and keep to the way of Christ passed on through His apostles. We must seek wisdom from above as St. James emphasized. 
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ash Jesus for humility so we can follow Him to the Fathers house.
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "The Mass" - Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, Year A 2023 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Catholic" - Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, Year A 2023 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "React" - Pentecost Sunday, Year A 2023 (youtube.com) 
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Famous Last Words" - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 2022 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Forgiveness" - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 2020 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Weeds or Wheat" - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 2020 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Heaven's Hospital" - 1st Sunday of Advent, Year A 2022 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Anyway" - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 2020 (youtube.com)
COMMUNION...........EXPLAINED IN DETAIL......BY FATHER MARK (youtube.com)
Beloved priest, Father Mark Beard, dies in car accident near state line (youtube.com)
Beloved priest, Father Mark Beard, dies in car accident near state line - YouTube
Father Mark Beard's Funeral Mass Homily given by Father Jay Alexius (August 11th, 2023) (youtube.com)
Father Miles's Homily (Father Mark Beard) August 6, 2023, The Transfiguration of Our Lord (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Stop and Think" - Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, Year B 2021 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "On the Fence" - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 2020 (youtube.com)
Fr. Mark talk at Retreat on January 9, 2023 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Resilient" - 1st Sunday of Lent, Year A 2023 (youtube.com)
Father Mark Beard's Homily - "Judging" - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 2020 (youtube.com)
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