“Passion of Christ”
God has given us the precious gift of freedom and He will never take it away from us. Some people use their freedom for evil. Out of jealousy and fear of the Romans, the authorities planned to kill Jesus. However, God brought greater good out of their evil plan. God allowed the leaders of the people to set in motion all the events that lead to the crucifixion of our Lord. His respect for our freedom allows evil. However, in His wisdom, God draws good out of evil. God fulfilled His promise of our salvation by the Paschal mystery of His only begotten Son. It is by His death and resurrection, that we have become adopted children of God.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today we are here not to lament the death of Jesus Christ. Even though we are in sorrow over our sins because that is why Christ died a terrible death on the cross, we are rejoicing in the great victory that Jesus won on the cross by His death. We are here to praise and thank God that He sent His Son to be the high priest who won our salvation through the worship of the cross.
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