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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “Sin” 	
All our readings today point us to “sin.” Sin has been engrained in our heart and mind since the fall of our first parents. God did not create sin. Sin is an offence against God and His commandment. Sin came into the world because of Satan who deceived Adam and Eve by suggesting to Eve to disobey God by eating of the fruit of the tree that leads to death. Adam followed in the footstep of Eve by eating the forbidden fruit. Since then, their names were changed to Adam and Eve. Before then, they were called man and woman. Sin turns our heart against God’s love. Sin is love of oneself disregarding our loving God.
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “Sin is an offence against reason, truth, and right conscience; it is failure to genuine love for God and neighbor caused by a perverse attachment to certain goods. It wounds the nature of man and injures human solidarity. It has been defined as “an utterance, a dead, or a desire contrary to the eternal law” (CCC 1849). This paragraph can be summed up in the first part of our prayer at the beginning of Mass; when we pray the “Penitential Act ““I confess to Almighty God…through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault.” 
God in His mercy sent down His Son to redeem us. He poured out the last drop of His blood on the cross for our redemption. Jesus knowing that sin will come, gave us the sacrament of reconciliation. However, to receive God’s forgiveness, we must admit our faults and be genuinely sorry for having offended God. Like the father of the prodigal son, who returned home, God would put His arms around us and all of heaven will celebrate with joy and give praise to God for having His lost child return to His love and care. We will then have restored to us, all His grace He promised to bestow upon us.
As background to our first reading, we have a beautiful story about God’s mercy and a way we are to understand God’s ways. Moses being chosen to lead his people to the Promised Land thought he had to do everything by himself to keep God’s people together in their love of God and His way. He was taking care of all the cases of dispute among the people that came to him to settle, and he was overwhelmed. God sent his father in-law to tell him to chose men known for their outstanding character and knowledge of God’s way to help him take care of some of the cases so he would not go out of his mind. God told Moses to chose 72 people as his helpers.
On choosing 72 reputable men, we now come to the meat of our story. God bestowed some of the spiritual gifts He had given to Moses and bestow them on the 72 chosen people. However, 2 of the men were not present to receive their gifts at the ceremony. Non the less, the 2 missing men also received their gifts of the Spirit and were prophesying in the camp. This made Joshua, who had been a prodigy of Moses from a young age, cry out foul and ask Moses to stop them. Joshua had not yet learned that all good gifts come from God and He gives them out according to His desire. Moses responded to Joshua’s request by educating him that he should not be jealous on his behalf. 
Jealousy is a sin of self-centeredness. It is a desire to want something someone else has and a desire that someone else would not have it. There are 3 types of sin. According to CCC1606, one is jealousy of God. “In this sin, man preferred himself to God and by that very act scorned Him…seduced by the devil, man wanted to “be like God,” but “without God, before God, and not in accordance with God” (CCC 398). Joshua, in his youthfulness, was guilty of this sin. 
The second is found in marriage. We all experience evil around us, and within us. Spouses go through rough patches in their marriage, which could lead to a spirit of domination, infidelity, jealousy, and conflict that can lead to hatred and separation. The third type of sin is found in CCC 1854 which deals with the gravity of sin Mortal and Venial sins. CCC 1855 says, “Mortal sin destroys charity in the heart of man by a grave violation of God’s law; it turns man away from God, who is his ultimate end and his beatitude, by preferring an inferior good to God. Venial sin allows charity to subsist, even though it offends and wounds it.”
Our second reading is directed towards the sins of the rich and powerful of this world who ignore the need of the poor and marginalized. Pope Saint John Paull II said we have lost the sense of sin. It has been normalized and accepted as part of life. Coincidentally, unexpectedly, I was given this t-shirt yesterday by a parishioner. It represents a story I came across and I would like to share in this homily. About 30 years ago a tall skinny man stood on the street of Chicago and would randomly point a finger at a passerby and say, “guilty.” Many people would think to themselves, “how does he know? While some who are numb to sin would ignore him and think he was crazy.
St. James is talking about sin when he called out about social injustice and lack of concern for those who are poor and in need. He is telling us to remember that there will be a last judgment when God would judge us according to what we did and did not do for the least of His brethren. He is telling us that we still have time to change our ways and return to God’s way. Some of us might wonder how gold can tarnish! Well, gold will get impurities on it and corrode. However, St. James is talking about us, we too because of sin, will be corrupted and become impure and we will not be good enough for heaven until we change our ways and ask God for forgiveness.
Similarly, in our Gospel reading, Jesus tells us to cut off our hand, feet, and gouge out our eyes before committing sin that will drive us away from God and lead us to hell. Jesus is using hyperbole to drive home His point about the damaging effect of sin in our lives. Our Lord does not expect all of us to walk around with one hand, or leg, or a patch on one eye like a Pirate because sin does not originate in our hands, feet, or eyes but it originates in our heart and mind. Sin is to knowingly decide to disobey God’s commandment. Jesus is saying, if we want eternal happiness, we must fix our gaze on Him and love Him more than heartly pleasure.
Jesus made this clear by warning us about leading children and those who are new to the faith on the wrong path by what we say or do or even worse by sexually molesting them. Jesus emphasizes this by saying of anyone who would do this “It would be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.” It is amazing when you hear some people say that Jesus is soft on sin! We just must reflect on what He said in the Old Testament and what He emphasized in the New Testament about divorce and sins of the flesh and eyes. Yes, Jesus introduced us to forgiveness of sins by instituting the Sacrament of reconciliation and penance.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Jesus to lead us to the Father’s house in heaven.
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