He is Here
God is with us! Alleluia! Emanuel is in our midst and we are filled with joy. Merry Christmas. Today we celebrate the birth of the Word of God incarnate who came so we can have life. He left heaven to come down to save us. Let us rejoice and be glad that He loves us so much that He came so we can have life. On refection, we cannot exhaust the mystery of this great moment that God has given us in the incarnation. It is only when we get to heaven that we will fully be in awe of the precious gift of the incarnation. He came to restore us to the glory we had before the fall of our first parents, so my brothers and sisters, we should be glad and praise Him with songs and worship Him from the bottom of our heart, soul and mind.
In our first reading, Prophet Isaiah echoes the joy we feel today by telling us how beautiful the feet are of one who bring good news or the Gospel. The Good News that the bearer of glad tides brings is salvation to the world and saying, “Your God is King.” Again, it was the work of the devil that earthly kingship came into the world. Israel rejected God as their king by asking for kings like their neighbor. Bot now God has come down to be our King. Our Lord has come into the world to bring Good News. He has come to teach us how to get to the Father. He has come to restore our brokenness and redeem us to the way we were created to be, the children of God. 
In our second reading, if we are serious about knowing the purpose of our life, there are two key questions we must answer: What is God like and what does He want from us? The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews gave us perfect answer to the first question by expressing the desire of God to communicate with us. He said in the past, God communicated with our ancestors through prophets. His communication at that time was hidden in the earthly history of our ancestors. Now that the Son of God has come down to us in the person of Jesus Christ, we can understand more clearly how God had been trying to reach humanity in the past.
In coming down to us, God could not have been clearer than He was, but we were too blind to see. He made it clear through His Son that He desires our friendship, because, of all His creation, we are His delight. That He has always been in search of us even when we turned our backs on Him and rejected Him. It is the birthday of His Son that we are celebrating today and would continue to celebrate until eternity. His patience with us is unfathomable. He respects our freedom to choose, even when we stray from His ways. Like the father of the prodigal son, God is still looking and waiting for us to come back to Him.
The writer explains how the Son came down to purify us by offering Himself as a sacrifice to His Father so sin and death could be destroyed. Then, He went back to heaven and took His seat at the right hand of His Father. Because of what He did for us, angels worship Him in His glorified body. Even, as He left this world, as people of faith, we are called to believe that God guides and directs our personal lives as well as world events. At times in order to emphasize His providential care, God acts in extraordinary ways by choosing ordinary people to do extra ordinary things. We can think of Mother St. Teresa of Calcutta and of Pope St, John Paul II. 
 God desires our response to Him to be simple. He desires that we obey His commandments of love of God and love of neighbor. As He told us in the Scriptures, His yoke is easy and His burden is light. If we obey His commandments, we will receive His grace that will help us in going through this life smiling and being joyful during trials and tribulations.  We will not be afraid of anyone but God. We will recognize that each one of us is part of God’s plan. Even if we do not discern any extraordinary intervention of God in our lives. we are the beneficiaries of all that He has done through salvation history. We are living in the time of fulfillment! 
 In our Gospel reading, Evangelist John, explains how Jesus Christ is God who made heaven and earth. He is the true light from the Light His Father. He makes all things about His Father clear to us. Jesus has revealed God’s eternal love for us. In the beginning, the Son was visible to God alone. God made Him visible to the world through Jesus the Christ so the world might be saved by seeing Him. John explains that we are created for fellowship and union with God and with one another. The Son came into the world so we can know the truth to set us free, He came so we can know the way to the Father, He came so we can have eternal life.
But John lamented that while Jesus was with us on earth, we the people of the world did not know Him. Even though we received many testimony especially directly from His Father, the Holy Spirit, and from John the Baptist, we still did not know Him and we rejected Him and crucified Him. However, God used His Son’s suffering to free us from our sins so we can enjoy eternal happiness with Him in heaven. 
The feast of Christmas that we celebrate today represents God’s love for us. It is because of His love for us that He sent His only begotten Son to us so we can be freed from our sinful ways and become His adopted children. Christmas carols that we sing even the silly ones like the Jingle Bells, should help us create an atmosphere of joy similar to what the shepherds felt at hearing the Angels singing and the exhilaration they felt at seeing Jesus in the mangers. These are the emotion which should be ours at this time. A big Christmas dinner can remind us that God calls us to share in the spiritual banquet of eating the flesh and drinking the blood of Jesus His Son.
I hope you had a joy filled morning when you opened or will open your present today. The giving of gifts should make us think of God’s Christmas gift to us. Do not forget to give Jesus a gift He so much desires. The gift He desires, is our heart full of love for Him and our neighbor.
Again, Merry Christmas to you all. 
As we joyfully come to receive Him in the Eucharist, let us remember to always imitate Him by being gentle and humble as He has come to us in humility. 
 



 

