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He who loves the coming of the Lord is not he who affirms that it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near, but rather he who, whether it be far off or near, awaits it with sincere faith, steadfast hope, and fervent love” * – St. Augustine
 	    “Christ the King.” 	
This Sunday is the final Sunday of our Church year, and we celebrate the glorious Solemnity of Jesus Christ King of the Universe. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. Next Sunday will be the first Sunday of Advent for cycle year C. As we celebrate Christ the King day, let us offer our hearts and souls in seeking our Redeemer and King and offer our hearts and souls as a sanctuary for our King, He is ready to open the gates of grace, if we open the gates of our faith. The King of glory will enter our house in triumphal procession in honor of His passion. It is the soul that has its door open to Him; the gates of holiness, to find His bride waiting and watching.
The feast day we celebrate today was instituted by Pope Pius the XI in 1125 as the feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King. The pope picked the last Sunday of October. In 1969, Pope Paul VI gave the celebration a new title that still stands today, our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe and he changed the date to the last Sunday of the Liturgical year. Pope Paul VI made the changes to highlight the eschatological importance of the Sunday, or the End Times of the universe as we know it. It signifies the final destination of our soul and the recognition of Christ as our King. You might say, this day will either lead us to hell or heaven when End Times come.
Today, all our readings point us to “Christ The King.” There are two types of kingships. One is an earthly kingship, and the other is divine Kingship. One is temporary, the other is everlasting. The earthly kingship is usually based on the rule of injustice and abuse of power. The other is based on justice, mercy, and on the love of God. The other kingship is based on what God created or earthly things. Jesus is the King for all ages whom with joy, we should allow to build His tent in our soul, He stand at the door and knocks. Through Him, all things were created. He is light from light true God from true God. Without Him, nothing exists. His love inspires love.
In our first reading, from the Book of Daniel which has a lot of visions like visions of John in the Book of Revelation. Daniel was one of the members of the group of captives in Jerusalem that King Nebuchadnezzar took as exile to Babylon. Daniel received from God the gift of understanding of visions and interpretation of dreams. He became highly favored by king Nebuchadnezzar because he interpreted the meaning of his dreams and visions. After the death of king Nebuchadnezzar, his son Belshazzar became king. It was on his watch that Daniel had the vision we had just heard today.
In this vision, Daniel saw a storm that stirred up the sea and four beasts emerged from the storm. The first beast was like a lion, but with eagle’s wings. The second beast was. like a bear, the third was like a leopard, and the fourth beast, was terrifying, horrible, and of extraordinary strength. In this vision, Daniel referred to “One like the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven.” This was a prophesy of the coming of the Messiah which was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Our Lord used this title for Himself about 500 years later. And it is used about 80 times in the New Testament. The title implies Christ kingship as we heard in vs 14 of our reading.
We are told that “the one like the Son of Man received dominion, splendor, and kingship; all nations, peoples and tongues will serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, his kingship, one that shall not be destroyed. This refers to Christ the King of the Universe. We are also told that all people from all nations and languages serve Him. This implies, people speaking all languages and (not just Latin) speaking will worship God and serve God in heaven.
In our second reading from the Book of Revelation, we also have the theme of Kingship. As “the first born of the dead, and ruler of the kings of the earth.” Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of Lords. Again, we are told He is coming amid the clouds, and everyone will see Him even those who pierced Him who are dead. This means there will be the resurrection of the dead. Jesus was also quoted as saying, He is the Alpha and Omega the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, which means the beginning and the end of creation. He is the beginning of life and will be the end of life on earth. 
Jesus’ kingship is not like earthly kingship where wealth and dominance are the norm of our society. It does not seek wars and senseless killing of others. His is a kingship of peace, justice, and truth. “Though already present in His Church, Christs reign is nevertheless yet to be fulfilled with power and glory by the King’s return to earth… (CCC 671.” It is at the end that all will be put under His foot and all knees will bend at His name on earth and in heaven. As of now, the devil and his demons are making war against His militant Church on earth while the Church triumphant in heaven and the Church suffering in Purgatory are praying and rejoicing at every defeat we inflict on the enemy.
In our Gospel reading from the Gospel of John, we heard Pilate question Jesus about His kingship. Jesus’ answer stopped Pilate in his tracks. Pilate did not know what to make of Jesus. The first question from Pilate was to ask if Jesus is the King of the Jews to which Jesus who knew that Pilate wanted to meet Jesus before His arrest but was too timid to do so. Jesus told Pilate His kingdom is not of this world. This means that Jesus is a king but not an earthly king that would be in competition with earthly king. If Jesus had said He is an earthly king, Pilate would have judged Him as opposing the Roman king and he would have condemned Jesus to death which would not fulfill Jesus’s mission.
Yes, Jesus is Lord of Lords and King of kings who rules over all creation including earthly kings. He is morally perfect and observed all legitimate civil law. and even paid the temple tax He did not have to pay since He was not a foreigner. (Matt 17:25-27). He is the king in the hearts of all who believe in Him. God desires that He reigns in all our souls. However, He would not force us to come to Him. He wants us to use our freewill to come to Him. He desires to be the ruler of everything we desire. He desires the best for us. He desires that every one of us end up in heaven. He wants to rule over our passion, intellect, and our actions. 
When all these happens, He and His Father will come to dine with us. We do need to examine our heart and soul and ask ourselves, is Christ the king of my life? Have I surrendered all my faculties to Him? If not, we should immediately do so.
As we come to receive Jesus in. the Most Holy Eucharist, with reverence and awe, let us tell Jesus to take control and become our King for eternity.
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