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He who loves the coming of the Lord is not he who affirms that it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near, but rather he who, whether it be far off or near, awaits it with sincere faith, steadfast hope, and fervent love” * – St. Augustine
Love
Today is the 4th Sunday of Advent. In about 3 days, we will be celebrating Christmas. The theme of our readings today is “love.” Christmas is a season that we celebrate the birth of our Lord who because of love of us Jesus came into this world as a Baby though He could have come in His glory, power and He would have been loved by all. However, love of the world cannot be reconciled with love of God, and the man who does not separate himself from how the children of this world love, cannot join the company of the sons of God who loves as Jesus loves. They are the ones who keep God ever in their hearts and are anxious to preserve the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,

One thing is that we did not know how to love. Jesus came into this world to show us how to give our love totally to God. And we love Him because He loved us first. We love our neighbor because we cannot love the God we have not seen unless we love those made in His image and likeness, whom we have seen. He is our God who sees us and love us with passion. We are called today to examine our hearts. Do we have other loves that get in the way of us giving our love totally to God? Do we love others as Jesus has loved us Do we love our enemies and pray for those who oppose and persecute us or do we take an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth? 

The unity of God that we profess every Sunday and on Solemnity days, is the truth that He is one God, Father, Son, and Spirit which means, we must love Him with one love, a love that serves Him with all our hearts and minds, souls, and strength. It is by loving Him and our neighbor, that we love Him. As Jesus said, And the king will say to them in reply, “…whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Jesus made Himself and our neighbor one. let us take His Word to heart, so we might prosper and have eternal life in His kingdom, the heavenly homeland flowing with milk and honey. Happy indeed is she who is granted a place at the divine banquet.

In our first reading from Prophet Micah, the identity of our Lord has been revealed to us. He is the “ruler . . . whose origin is from . . . ancient times.” He will come from Bethlehem, where David was born of Jesse (Ruth 4:11–17). He is that heir, the prophets promised would restore the scattered tribes of Israel into a new kingdom (Isaiah 9:5–6). Let us pray to Him that all who profess to be Christians through Him will be brought back together in the Church He started as He prayed “I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me”(Jn. 17:20-21).

In the same pericope, we are introduced to Mary. We are told from the time of Micah, God will leave the Jews up to their own devices “the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne.” The one who is to give birth is the mother of God Mary. Yes, from time immemorial, God in His love had been revealing Himself to humanity. It took the coming of Jesus for us to understand the plan of God. As St. Augustine said, the Old is revealed in the New, while the New is hidden in the Old. It takes the Whole of Scripture for us to understand the unfathomable plan of God. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who shall stand firm and hold on to the word of God.

In our second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. We are told about the will of God. When we give gifts such as a husband giving flowers to his wife, it is meant to be an expression of his feelings which cannot be fully expressed by words alone. A gift does not have to be something practical or something that can be used, because its meaning is symbolic. Flowers as a gift are not as practical as a diamond ring. But flowers convey affection and love for another person. Similarly, we are not called to Mass to express our love for God through gift giving nor do we need to offer God a gift of flowers however beautiful. We do not offer God a gift of gold or anything on earth or in heaven. All that exists belongs to Him. He created everything in the universe.

What God want from us, is the superiority of obedience and compliance with God’s will over physical actions of sacrifice. We do not offer God mere bread and wine. Rather, we offer bread and wine which have been transformed into the body and blood of Christ the most beautiful and the most precious gift possible as our Lord commands us to do. “This is my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me” (Lk 22:19). When we do this, we are being obedient and in compliance with God’s demand. For a gift to be meaningful, there must be something behind it just as our gift of Christ to the Father has real meaning. We must have time for God. We must think about Him and pray to Him during the day, and we must be faithful like our ultimate gift to the Father Jesus.

In our reading from the Gospel of Luke, we heard the story of what happened after Mary was told that she would be the mother of God. We are told that she went in hast to visit her cousin Elizabeth without first basking in the joy of being chosen to be the mother of God. In her humility and concern for others, she did not think of her great news and herself but in her love, went to help her cousin who was baren and elderly. The two women trusted in God. Elizabeth for many years trusted in God that God would give her a child. She must have experienced a lot of mucking whisper because in those days, if a woman was barren it was regarded as a punishment from God. It was, either the husband or the woman had sinned.

On that first Christmas day, we the Church can now see and hear our invisible God in His Son our Lord Jesus Christ What a joy we have when we reflect on that! Our God whom we have been searching for assumed our flesh in our unassuming nature to be with us. The potter became clay. He became one of us and experienced all we experience except sin. He is our Bridegroom and we the Church are the bride in this extraordinary wedding. God was born on Christmas morning in the Person of Jesus Christ. Our God who is often silent now cries out in Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, and the wise men. It is an amazing moment for which we are preparing. We are called to have our love and hearts quickened and longing to desire God more and more as we get closer to Christmas. Let us stay awake and usher in our beloved.

As we come to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist, with reverence and awe, let us ask God to hasting the second coming of our Lord and God so our joy would be complete. 
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