
READINGS: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/ Rom 8:31b-34/ Mk 9:2-10
02-25-2024
    “God Desire Our Friendship”

During this Lenten season, let us open our hearts to move closer to our God who desire’s our friendship. God wants to touch our hearts to seek His friendship more and more each day. He wants us to open the door of our hearts to Him so He can nurture us, guide, and guard us to make amends for our sins. It is only after our inner eyes are opened that we will be able to understand His wisdom and goodness so we might be free from the shackles of sin and seek His amazing love. He is the God of love and peace who desires’ to renew the faith of all Christians so they can return to Him. He desires that we know about the incarnation of His Son and give thanks to Him at all times. 

God calls all who do His will by following His commandments brothers, sisters, and mothers and He desires that His light shine through them to all humanity. Since we were estranged from Him through disobedience, He desires that we turn our hearts to Him and do His will. He is good to those who trust in Him and they will find Him. He desires that we search for Him and to those who do, He has given them victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. He will make them the light of the world. Lights that reflect His light. So it would behoove us to turn our hearts to Him by following His ways. Seeking Him always and carrying out works of mercy and charity to those who are poor and lonely. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Those who seek Him, will find Him if they do not test Him, and He will manifest Himself to those who trust Him and who search for Him. His love for us is unsurpassable. He desires to gather us and protect us under the shadow of His wings. With His breast plate, He will shield us from all adversities. He is our God who sees us as the apple of His eyes and He delights in us as those who listens and know Him. He desires that we surrender our will to Him. He reveals Himself to us in dreams and in His created things desiring that we keep our hope in Him. As the body of Christ, He looks upon His family. Lord gives us His grace so our heart will be radiant in His love.

In our first reading, we heard about how our God tested Abraham to see how deep is his friendship by asking Abraham to show Him that he loved Him more than he loved his only beloved son Isaac. One cannot but think about God’s only beloved Son too. God used similar words at Jesus’ Baptism as He did to describe Isaac Abraham’s son. God called Isaac Abraham’s “Beloved son,” these are similar words God used to introduce Jesus at His Baptism: “This is my “BELOVED SON…”” To test Abraham’s love and faith in Him, God asked Abraham to go and sacrifice his son to Him on a mountain. He did not ask him to make the sacrifice where he was. Just as Jesus was crucified outside the City.

Other similarities that portrays Isaac as foreshadowing Christ’s journey to Calvary are, Just as Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice, so did Jesus carry the wood of the cross for His crucifixion on Calvary. As Abraham sacrificed the ram in the thicket instead of his son Isaac, so did Jesus allowed Himself to be sacrificed as the Lamb who takes away our sins. Jesus’ sacrifice is for the atonement of our sins. While Abraham’s sacrifice was to let him experience what Hagar his slave experienced when she and her son Ishmael were sent away into the desert with very little water as sustenance. Abraham must have felt similar pain Hagar felt when she thought her son was going to die. 

Both sons did not die. At the end of each story, God showed His mercy to both Hagar and Abraham by giving similar covenant to both of them that their descendant would be numerous. But the main difference was the faithfulness of Abraham to the promise of God and the love he showed to God of his desire to obey God’s demand that he offered his only son the seed of the promise of being the father of many nations as a sacrifice to God. It must have been a horrible experience for Abraham. Not only would he have had to put his son to death instead of protecting him, he would no longer be the father of many nations. God deserves our faith and love because He is all powerful and all loving.

In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul, said, if God is on our side protecting us, who can defeat us? Because those who try will be contending with God. Those who try will surely loose, because God is almighty and all powerful. When we have a friendship with Jesus, God will be our defender. When we respond to His invitation to be in friendship with Him, He will be our Advocate, and no one, even the devil can oppose us and be successful. Jesus will be our advocate because of our friendship with Him. God the Father sent His only begotten Son to come and atone for our sins by dying for us. We will no longer be slaves but His friends. God will be our friend when we believe all that He taught us.

Paul further said, who would dare to bring charges against us? If we are in friendship with God, Jesus will intercede for us. That person would have to stand in front of God to accuse us. Jesus who is our advocate would defend us and God will acquit us because His Son became one of us and rescued us by suffering and laying down His life for us. Regardless of our sinfulness, God will not allow us to be condemned because of Christ’s great love for us. That is why at Mass, we give thanks to God daily for His Son’s great love for us. St. Paul put this passage in the contest of a court case or as what would happen to us during final judgment. 

In our Gospel reading, again we see how God desires us to have a friendship with Him. Jesus took three of His Apostles Peter, James and John who were closest to Him up a mountain after He told them for the first time about His pending passion (Mark 8:31). Jesus took them up the mountain so they could see His glory and strengthen the faith of the 3 apostles. We have two groups of threes in this passage.  The apostles formed the first group of threes. The second group of threes were Jesus, Elijah, and Moses. Moses represented the law of the Old Testament while Elijah represented the prophets. The apostles were privileged to see Jesus transfigured in glory. He face was bright as the sun and His clothing white as snow. 

Together, they represented the entire Old Testament which started with God’s relationship with Abraham. Peter James and John represented the people of the New Testament. They represented us who are the people of the fulfillment. They were able to see the future when Jesus would go back home to His Father and in His power and glory take His seat at the right hand of God the Father. When they gazed upon the glorified Jesus, they could not fully comprehend the import of who He is and what His glorification meant to them. If they were not fully motivated to follow Jesus before then, like all of us, they will leave no stone unturned to make sure they get to heaven to be glorified like Him.

We should see ourselves as part of God’s overall plan of salvation of the world. Although this plan is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, it has not yet reached its completion. Peter, James and John saw Jesus glorified through His death and resurrection. We, through faith in Jesus’ words proclaimed by them in Scripture and orally believe that we shall be like Him when we are raised from the dead into life. Yet we cannot begin to grasp what awaits us in heaven. As Paul said in one of his Epistles, “What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him,” (1 Corinthians 2:9).

As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us open our hearts to receive the friendship of God so we can be glorified by God in Jesus. 
