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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10

    “When Light Comes, Darkness Is Cast Away” 
Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent, the Church has asked us to celebrate this day with joy because we are at the midpoint of our Lenten season. We are half way there to enter into the period of Holy Week when we celebrate the passion and death, and then the resurrection of our Savior. It is called Laetare Sunday and we are allowed to wear rose vestments to celebrate our Liturgy. Flowers and music restriction have been removed for one day for us to bask in the anticipation of the resurrection of our Lord. From the sweat of our brows during Lent, we will bask in the joy of Easter. This Sunday leads us to Palm Sunday when we will welcome our Lord entry into Jerusalem for our salvation. 
All our readings today point us to Christ as the light of the world. Christ our Lord came in our flesh and blood as the light of the world so we might walk in His light and not in darkness of death. He took on our flesh so that we who sinned through Adam, might rise in Christ. When Light comes, darkness is cast away. The readings are about going from darkness into light. Going from sinfulness into holiness. Aligning our free will to the supreme will of God so we can become the children of God. When we are in the light, we will see beyond external things and more clearly, see as God sees not as humans sees. We will be able to discern the will of God and understand how God thinks.
We will seek the common God for His sake and discard our self-interest for the good of all. We will desire that His light will shine on the whole human family by means of His Church. We will see that all our brothers and sisters will inherit salvation God has prepared for everyone but we know there will some who will reject God’s offer of salvation. When we surrender our will to His, God by His grace, will touch our hearts to seek friendship with Him more and more so we can make amends for our sins Through His passion, He will teach us self-control, strengthen us against evil and adversity, and increase our hope for eternal life so that we will be ready to celebrate His resurrection.
Through our suffering and trials, we will remember Christ’s passion and we will have the courage to persevere in our suffering and trials for He who created us took up our flesh and did not shy away from pain and suffering in other to redeem us so that we can be with Him for eternity as His brothers and sisters. If we persevere, He will come to us like spring rain that waters the earth, and then, we will be able to bear witness to Him with living faith, hope, and love. We will then have the grace to show others His power to save us from the hands of our common enemies the devil and the demons. We will become the light of the world as He desires us to be.
In our first reading from year A, we heard about God sending Samuel to Jesse the father of David who had eight sons. On getting to Jesse’s place, Samuel asked for the sons of Jesse. When the first one Eliab arrived, from his imposing looks, Samuel was sure he is the one God wanted him to anoint as the future king of the Jews. However, Samuel stumped Jesse by telling him, no Eliab is not the one God has chosen. God told Samuel that God sees differently than we humans do. While we look at the outside of a person or at the imposing stature or beauty of a person, God looks at the heart of a person or at the content of their character. 
After going through all seven sons that were at home and none of them was God’s choice, Samuel asked Jesse if he had any other sons. Samuel said there is one more in the field shepherding their flock. Samuel told Jesse to send for his son and that there would be no ceremony until the last son arrived. When David arrived, a light went on in Samuel’s heart and mind, maybe by divine power, or the process of elimination, Samuel knew that David was the one to be anointed. The Lord told Samuel that David is the one to be anointed. Then Samuel anointed the youngest of Jesse’s eight sons. David was anointed in front of His brothers probably to let them know that David is the anointed one and the protection and the finger of God was upon him. From that point on, the Spirit of God rushed upon David as his light, and he grew to be a great king and had the fear of God in him. What we take from this story is that God does not judge by appearance and if we listen to God, He will let us know what direction we should go so we can do His will. 
In St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, Paul invited the Ephesians and everyone to live as children of light; producing goodness, righteousness and truth because light makes us visible and leads us to do good deeds. While darkness leads to evil deeds and ungodliness. Jesus said He is the light of the world, so we are to be led by the light of Jesus Christ who will guide our feet on the way to righteousness and truth. When we follow the light of Christ, we will be illumined by His light and we will be rich in goodness, kindness and become the children of God. And by our light or love of God’s ways, people will know we belong to God who is our Father.
In all the preaching of St. Paul, whenever he talked about darkness he meant sinfulness which is not pleasing to God. It is when we change our lives to the way of God that we will be filled with His promise of joy It is those who hope in God who will not be disappointed, who will enjoy His joy. While those who act lustfully will despair and be disappointed. Who is to blame for the plight of those who despair but themselves? We know that Christ died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them” (2 Corinthians 5:15). So if we miss the boat on judgment day, we will end up where we will regret the bad choices we made on earth.
In our Gospel reading we heard about the man born blind. This is one of the few places where Jesus healed someone who did not ask to be healed. Another place was the crippled man at the pool and another place was the son of a woman who died. However, in our story, it was Jesus’ disciple who asked a question about who sinned, the man or his parents. Jesus told them that neither the man nor his parents sinned. That the man was born blind so “that the works of God might be made visible through him.” However, there was another reason. Because after being healed, the man revealed Jesus’ identity and he called others to conversion. Jesus smeared clay made with His spittle on the eyes of the man born blind.
Jesus then, told him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. To people who were amazed that he could see, the man told them he followed Jesus’ instruction and now he could see. One would wonder what the man first saw. I wonder if he first saw the reflection of his face in the pool or he looked at the sky first, or he saw other people in the area first, or a fly that had been pestering him. Regardless, now he could put a face to their voice. Whatever he first saw, must have been spectacular to him. After that, he might have started shouting, ‘I can see, I can see.’ Well, your guess is as good as mine as to what he first saw. The people who knew him as a beggar were amazed. 
The man was taken to the authorities who also asked him how he was healed. Being that Jesus healed him on a Sabbath, all the authorities cared about was, Jesus broke the law by performing work on a Sabbath. They did not rejoice with the man who was healed. They followed the letter of the law and not the spirit of the law, (which made them to have hardness of heart), instead, of the letter of the law which would have made them rejoice with the man. The man who was healed was interrogated to ascertain that he was born blind. His parents were called to ascertain that he was born blind. Then the man faced his own conversion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]He first called Jesus a prophet, then, a man from God, and then the Messiah. He had a dialogue with the authorities as to who Jesus is and gained the upper hand so he was thrown out of the synagogue. Jesus found him and revealed Himself as the Son of Man, the Messiah. The man believed and worshipped Jesus as Lord.  Jesus then told everone, that He came to make the blind see and those who have sight blind.

As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him for more grace to fully know Him.
