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“He Has Done All Things ”
In our world today all people of God stand in need of healing. We are in a broken world especially in the only Church that Jesus started. In today’s Gospel, Jesus revealed that He is the Son of God through the powerful healing of a man who was deaf and had speech impediment. This healing so touched the people that in wonderment, they said “He has done all things well.” 

What Mark wants us to take away from this healing is that Jesus is the Son of God who will heal us of the pain and suffering we go through in this life most especially at this time of the scandal in the Church. Like the man in the Gospel, we all stand in need of healing from our brokenness whatever they may be. 

This reminds me of a true story I heard not too long ago. Three men went to a conference in Chicago. Before they left, the wife of one of them told him: “You must not be late in getting back, you must not miss your flight.” They kissed goodbye and he left.

On the way back, the three men were running down the airport so they will not miss their flight. There was a visually impaired girl selling apples in the airport. Somehow somebody bumped her table and all the apples flew off her table. The three men kept running. 

However, one of them stopped and yelled to the other two, “Tell my wife that I will be late”. It was the man whose wife told him not to be late. The man turned back picked up all the apples and paid for any that was damaged. Experiencing these act of kindness, the visually impaired girl was so touched that she asked the man, “Are you Jesus?” 

As we can see in the story, the act of kindness and self-giving that the man demonstrated, made the girl experience the respect of human dignity, compassion, and ultimately the love of Jesus. To the visually impaired girl, the man was Christ like. To paraphrase the words used by the people, the man had made the universe of the girl whole by restoring her faith in humanity. He made all things good for her.

We also see Jesus healing lepers in the Gospels, the blind, the lame, the mute, and deaf or people who in the old Jewish culture were often considered responsible for their condition because they were considered out of favor with God due to personal sins. Our present society is not any different. Similarly, today we blame victims of poverty for being poor. Instead, Jesus says, blessed are the poor, because, Jesus came to heal and to make the poor in spirit whole both physically and spiritually.

When her apple stand was bumped and all the apples were rolling on the ground, the girl probably lost faith in humanity. But just as Jesus did for the crowd and the deaf and speech impaired man, by doing all things well, the man who stopped and paid for the damaged apples consequently, restored the faith of the girl in humanity. He made her poor spirit whole again.

We too in our humanness should do the same for people who are suffering. They may be in our homes, community, city, nation and the world. When in our own small ways, we respond to our neighbors as Jesus did to the man in the Gospel, it is then that we will become like Jesus. 

I know at St Francis we gravitate towards helping the homeless community because in some way we identify with their struggles. Some of us know what it means to be discarded, to be neglected or not to have the ability and economic freedom that many others have. 

Jesus came to restore nature, thereby, give witness to the kingdom of God. As prophet Isaiah prophesied in our first reading, we find Jesus’ healing of the man with the speech impediment in today’s Gospel as part of what would happen at the coming of the Messiah. Jesus came to bring peace and harmony to a falling world. He came to make creation well again. He is more than able to handle any problems we might be going through in our lives.

Our focus should be on Jesus who will heal all our infirmities if we would let Him. In order for Him to do so, Jesus is asking us to die to self. To stop thinking about me, me, me, instead, He wants us to depend on God just like the people who brought the man to Jesus for healing in our Gospel reading did.  We cannot make ourselves whole on our own! Only He can do that. We just have to open our hearts to Him and invite Him in. 

As we come to the table of the Lord, let us think of ways we need to become like Jesus.



