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He who loves the coming of the Lord is not he who affirms that it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near, but rather he who, whether it be far off or near, awaits it with sincere faith, steadfast hope, and fervent love”  – St. Augustine
 	    “Thanksgiving Day.” 	
Happy thanksgiving to all my fellow Americans. This day has been celebrated as a Federal holiday every fourth Thursday in November since 1863. During the civil war, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficence Father who is in heaven. So, we should not only give thanks for our material blessings but also our spiritual blessings we have in our lives and in our Church. 

Today, all our readings point us to celebration of Thanksgiving our God. This is a twofold celebration. First as followers of Christ, we give thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ who gave up His seat of glory in heaven to come to earth and rescue us from sin and death. Secondly, it is a special day set aside for us to give thanks to God for our lives, our family members all our friends, and for the gift of the world we live in. It is a day we thank God for His divine protection. This celebration though has secular origin, it also has Christian roots.

In the Book of Sirach our first reading if we take look at the whole Book, we will find out that chapter 50 is a summary of the whole Book which gives thanks and praise to God. Sirach says, bless the God of all gives thanks and praise to God for doing wonderful things on earth, for creating the beauty God has created for us to know how much He loves us and for us to see His goodness and bask in His love. Doing this leads to enjoyment. It fosters our growth from our mother’s womb according to His will. The author also made a request for joy and peace in our heart and a request for and may His goodness endure in Israel to deliver us from our enemies. 

In our second reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, Paul says he gives thanks to God on the account of the people for the grace of God that He bestowed on the people through Jesus Christ. That through Jesus they were enriched in every way in professing their faith with knowledge as they received the testimony of Christ and all the spiritual gifts. He asked that God would keep them firm in their faith until the second coming of Christ. Because of the faith they have in God who would keep them strong in their faith until the coming of Christ so they can dine with Christ in heaven. 

In our Gospel reading from St. Luke, when Jesus healed the ten Lepers, only one came back to give thanks to God for his healing. Jesus asked where the other nine people with leprosy who were also healed? They did not return to give thanks to God for their healing. This tells us for every gift we receive from God, we are to give thanks to God in a distinct way. It could be monetary or by doing spiritual or corporal work of mercy. We need to show our gratitude. Tonight, when we celebrate Thanksgiving to God let us use Ps. 145 with everyone saying what they are thankful to God for.

As we come to receive Jesus in. the Most Holy Eucharist, with reverence and awe, Let us give thanks and praise to God for His beloved Son who came to save us.
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