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He who loves the coming of the Lord is not he who affirms that it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near, but rather he who, whether it be far off or near, awaits it with sincere faith, steadfast hope, and fervent love” – St. Augustine
Holy Family
Our readings today call us to follow the example of the Holy Family. It calls us to be patient. Loving, and understanding as we live together as a family unit or nucleus family and as a universal or extended family of the children of God. What binds a family together is the love we have for each other. Just as love unites us to Christ, Love unites us so we can love and coexist as one big family with God as the center of our lives. Our Lord made a covenant with us through baptism to give us eternal life. There is in baptism an image both of death and of life, the water being the symbol of death, the Spirit bestow on us life. 

The association of water and the Spirit is explained by the twofold purpose for which baptism was instituted, namely, to destroy the sin in us so that it could never again lead us to death, and to enable us to live by the Spirit and so we would  win the reward of holiness. Whatever grace there is in the water comes not from its own nature but from the presence of the Spirit, since baptism is not a cleansing of the body, but a pledge made to God from a clear conscience. Through the Holy Spirit we are restored to paradise lost to us through sin by our first parents. By       baptism, we ascend to the kingdom of heaven, and we are reinstated as adopted sons and daughters of God.

Thanks to the Spirit we received from God, like His only begotten Son, we can now call God our Father, we can now become sharers in the grace of Christ, we are called children of light, and we will share in His everlasting glory. In a word, every blessing is showered upon us, both in this world and in the world, to come. As we contemplate them even now, like a reflection in a mirror, it is as though we already possess the good things our faith tells us that we shall one day enjoy. If this is the pledge our Lord gave now, what will perfection be in heaven? If these are the first fruits, what will the full harvest be? We must draw on the virtue of patience until we get to heaven where we will get our full reward.

In our first reading, we heard from 1 Samuel about Hannah who was barren for a while. Her husband had married two wives. The second wife had children. When it was time to dish out food, the second wife would receive lots of food because of her children while Hannah would only receive one potion. The other wife would ridicule Hannah over this. It was like what Haggai used to do to Sarah when she gave birth to Ismael and Sarah did not have a child yet. This created a lot of bitterness in Hannah just as it created bad blood between Sarah and Haggai. Just as Sarah had Isaac who became part of the linage of the Messiah so did Samuel anointed David who received the promise of everlasting Kingship through Jesus the Son of David.

God rewarded Hannah for her patience. She fulfilled her promise to give back her only child to God for His goodness to her. Samuel grew in love of God. God favored Samuel over Eli’s sons who behaved badly by being unjust and for exploiting the women who came for spiritual direction just as David replaced Saul who misbehaved by disobeying God’s commands. This should remind us that to those who love Him and obey His commandments, God would never be outdone in generosity. We might say Elkanah, the father of Samuel, Hannah and Samuel are a type of the Holy family. They foreshadowed how the Holy Family would behave. Mary too willingly gave her Son to God

In our second reading from the 1st Letter of St. John, we heard that because of Jesus, we are now children and members of God’s family. It had been God’s plan that to those who love Him and walk in His ways, God had planned to make all people live as one “holy family” in His Church He started. (2 Corinthians 6:16–18). In the Holy family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, God revealed the prototype of a family He expects all of us to model our families after. It is through the Holy Spirit, He left us that we are restored to paradise, that we ascend to the kingdom of heaven, and we are reinstated as adopted children of God. 

Those who obey His commandments remine in Him and He will remain in them. To be adopted children of God, God expect us through family obligations and relationships, our families would become heralds of the family of God that He wants to create on earth. As St. John says in our reading, why the world does not know us is because it did not believe in Jesus Christ. God desires that the world belief in Jesus and act as a united one family in Christ, similarly, as the Holy Family knows God. Happy homes are the fruit of our faithfulness to the Lord If we accept God’s ways, the Holy Spirit will come down to us like a dove, bringing the peace of God from heaven, where the Church is prefigured by the ark of Noah, 

In our Gospel reading, we heard about the journey the Holy family took to Bethlehem to be counted as part of the household of David when Jesus was twelve. On returning home they did not realize that Jesus was not with their extended family and acquaintances, not finding Him, Mary and Jospeh returned to Jerusalem to look for Him. On finding Jesus after 3 days, Mary told Jesus that they had been anxiously looking for Him all over. Jesus’ response was unusual. He told them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Jesus’ response further baffled them. 

When one reflects on Jesus’ response considering the Jewish culture, when a Jewish boy reaches the age of 12, he undergoes a Bar Mitzvah ceremony, which marks the transition into religious adulthood. This involves reciting from the Torah in front of the congregation and signifies the young person's responsibilities in the Jewish community at the age of 12. You might say He cuts the apron, and His peers becomes more important to Him. I think this is what happened to Jesus. He wanted to talk and learn about His heavenly Father which then become more important to Him.

However, reading further, we heard “He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.”


As we come to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist, with reverence and awe, let us ask God to hasting the second coming of our Lord and God so our joy would be complete. 
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