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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “Suffering, Hope, and Glory.” 	
All our readings today tell us that to have eternal life, we must go through suffering, hope, and then we will receive the glory of being adopted children of God. The ways to achieve this glory, is to die to self by thinking less of ourselves and more of God and others. Our Suffering should not be earthly suffering which would be for the wrong reasons. Our suffering must be for the glory of God which means they are directed towards pleasing God and we will be rewarded with our inheritance, which is the glory that belongs to everyone who have hope in God and His promises. The more we are focused on heaven, the more hope we will have. The more we are focused on this earth, the less hope we will have.
Our glory is what God has prepared for us from eternity. He has prepared for you and me to be His adopted children through the glory of Christ our brother. So, when we suffer in this world by going through trials and tribulations, we should remember to hold on to the faith we have received and keep the eye of our inner heart on the enlightenment we have received. We should work on keeping it and persevere till the end for that hope that belongs to His call for us to be His adopted children. We must exercise effort to grow and have hope should we stray. We have a loving Father who is always waiting for us with open arms to come back to Him. When we come back, there will be boundless joy in heaven.
Suffering is something we must go through especially as Christians. Understanding suffering is always a struggle for us. Some people understand suffering as coming from God. When problems arise for us, some people will conclude that it is from God For some, blaming God helps them to cope with tragedy while others turn their back on God and call Him cruel and unfair. If we stop and think about life, so many problems we are faced with, we create for ourselves, or someone else uses their God-given free-will in a way that adversely affect us or our problems occurs because we are human and we grow old and body parts start wearing out take and we the easy way out by blaming God.
In our first reading from the Book of Prophet Isaiah, we heard about the suffering servant again. When we review the life of Jesus, this passage could only refer to Jesus. He is the only one who is the Son of Man and Son of God who can take away our sins through His suffering for us. It is God’s plan for our redemption and reconciliation to Him. Isaiah wrote this passage over 500 years before Christ. We are told that “if He gives His life as an offering for sin, He shall see His descendants in a long life and the will of the Lord shall be accomplished through Him.” This, belie us to reflect on sin. Sin is an offense against reason, truth, and right conscience. 
Sin originates from selfishness, which could be about lust, power, money, or ego. There are two types of sins. We have vainer and mortal sin which is a rebellion against God which leads to loss of sanctifying grace. For a sin to be mortal, it must be a grave matter, you must have full knowledge, and you must do it with a deliberate consent. Sin is also defined in the CCC 1868 says “sin is a personal act, but we have a responsibility for sins committed by others when we cooperate in them. There are 4 ways we might cooperate with those in sin 1) by participating directly or voluntarily, 2) by ordering advising or praising or approving the sinful behavior, not disclosing them, or hindering them when we have the obligation to do so. By protecting evil doers.”
In our second reading from the Letter to the Hebrew, we have a continuation from our last week’s second reading where we were told “Indeed the word of God is living and effective sharper than a two-edged sword…” Through His word, God constantly invites us to strengthen our faith and to persevere in our love. His word is also meant to challenge us to grow in holiness, to be uncompromising in slashing any attachment to sin. However, we should not be frightened, Jesus our brother understands our weakness as sinners as we heard today, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin.”  
Jesus is our divine physician who heals us of sin, our weakness as sinners and gives us the help we need to respond to His word. Here at Mass, we have the perfect combination, we hear the word of God which is our challenge and then Jesus comes to us in the appearance of food and drink as our spiritual nourishment, which is our strength. When we reflect on his blessing, Jesus does not offer us a challenge without supplying the means we need to meet the challenge. Because of coming to us in our flesh, He has empathy because true empathy can only come from someone who has gone through the same thing and knows what it feels like. 
 In our Gospel reading we have two rascals among the apostles who believed they were better than the other apostles. They wanted to be the two closest apostles to Jesus in the kingdom of God. They wanted to be seen as special since they were brothers. Like most of us, they wanted the best seats at the table of the Lord. They came to Jesus hoping to be the first two to ask or demanded to sit to His right and to His left in His kingdom. They wanted to be the first to be consulted and regarded highly by other people. They were puffed up and filled with arrogance. They were thinking in terms of how the Gentiles rule with royal privileges and honor.
Two of His closest disciples who had the privilege of being chosen along with Peter for special mission Jesus did. Such as healing of Jarius’ daughter, they were at the Transfiguration and at the garden when Jesus was praying. No wonder, they wanted to cut Peter and with his brother Andrew from getting the honor spots. They knew Jesus had given the keys of the kingdom to Peter and told Peter he would build his Church upon him. That old enemies of jealousy and envy crept into their minds to make this request: "Grant that in your glory we may sit one on your right and the other on your left."
Jesus with great patience as a loving Father would respond to his puffed-up children tried to correct them asked, "You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" The cup is an Old Testament image for God’s judgement. (see Psalm 75:9; Jeremiah 25:15, 28; Isaiah 51:17). However, Jesus’ cup could only be Jesus. He has come to drink the cup on behalf of us who had fallen into the clutches of sin and death. They could only drink a similar cup. When they said yes, Jesus told them they surely would drink the cup but to sit on His right and left belongs to those His Father had chosen.
When the other 10 heard what the two had done, they were incensed, and Jesus took the incident to teach his disciples what it means to follow Him. He reminded them of how the Gentiles rule over their subjects and that they must not act in the same way. He said if you want greatness, you must be a servant and if you want to be first, you must be a slave to all the others, He told them, they must imitate Him who came to serve and not be served. Jesus wants us to know that to be His disciples, we must willingly share in His passion, death, then we will share in His glory in eternal life. The cup we are to drink daily is presented to us in the Eucharist. So, my brothers and sisters, let us unite our suffering to that of Christ and put our hope in Him so we can bask in His glory in heaven.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Him for more grace to be servant of others. 

  READINGS :   Is 53:10 - 11  /   Heb 4:14 - 16  /   Mk 10:35 - 45 or 10:42 - 45   10/ 20 / 2024   Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be  saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength!   Nehemiah 8:9, 10               “ Suffering, Hope, and Glory. ”       All our readings  today  tell us  that  to have eternal life, we  must   go through suffering, hope, and then  we will  receive   the glory of being adopted children of God.  T he ways to achieve this   glory , is to die  to self  by   think ing   less of ourselves and more of  God and others.   Our Suffering  should   not  be  earthly   suffering   which would be for the wrong reason s . Ou r   suffering   must be   for the glory of God which  means   they are  directed towards pleasing   God   and  we   will be rewarded  with  our   inheritance, which is  the  glory  that belongs to everyone who have hope in God and His promises.  The  more   we are  focused on heaven, the more hope we will have.  T he more we are focused on  this earth , the less hope  we will have.   Our glory  is   what God ha s   prepared for us from eternity. He  has prepared   for you and me to be His  adopted children through the glory of Christ our  brother .   So,   when we suffer in this world  by going  through trials and tribulations, we   should remember   to   hold on to the faith we have received   and keep  the eye of our inner heart on the enlightenment we have received .  We should   work on keeping  it and   persevere till the end for that hope that belongs to His call for us to be His adopted children.   We must  exercise effort  to   grow and have hope   should we stray . We have a loving  Father who is always  waiting for us  with open arms  to come back to Him.  When we come back, there will be  boundless  joy   in heaven .   Suffering is something we  must   go through especially as C hristians.  Understanding suffering is  always a struggle for us. Some people understand suffering as coming from God.  When problems  arise for  us,   some people will conclude that it is from God  For some, blaming God helps them to  cope with tragedy while others  turn their back on God and call Him cruel and unfair. If we stop and  think about life, so many problems we are faced with ,   we create for ourselves, or someone else uses  their God - given free - will in a way that adversely affect us   or our problems occurs because we are  human and we grow old and body parts start wearing out take   and we   the easy way out by blaming  God.   In our first reading from the Book of Prophet Isaiah,  we heard about the suffering servant again.  When we review the life of Jesus, this passage could only refer to Jesus. He is the only one who is   the   Son of Man and Son of God who can take away our sins through  His  suffering for us. It is God’s  plan for our redemption and reconciliation to Him.  Isaiah wrote this passage over 500 years before  Christ. We are told that  “if He gives His life as an offering for sin, He shall see His descendants in  a long life a nd the will of the Lord shall be accomplished through Him. ”  This, belie us to reflect  on sin. Sin is an offense against reason, truth, and right conscience.    Sin originates from selfishness,  which could be about lust,  power, money,  or ego. There are two  types of sin s . We have vainer and mortal sin   which is a rebellion against God which leads to los s   of  sanctifying grace. For a sin to be mortal, it  must   be a grave matter, you  must   have full knowledge,  and you  must   do it with a deliberate consent. Sin is also defined in the CCC 1868 says  “sin is a  personal  act,   but we have  a responsibility for sins committed by others when we cooperate in them.  There are 4 ways we might cooperate with those in sin 1) by participating directly or voluntarily, 2)  by ordering advising or praising or  approving   the sinful behavior, not disclosing  them,   or  hindering them when we have the obligation to do so.  By protecting evil doers. ”   In our second reading from the Letter to the Hebrew,  we have a continuation from our last week’s  second reading where we were told  “Indeed  the word of  God is living and effective sharper than  a two - edged sword…”   Through His word, God constantly invites us to strengthen our faith and to 

