
READINGS: Jon 3:1-5, 10/ 1 Cor 7:29-31/ Mk 1:14-20
01-21-2024
    “Being Called by God”
Today, in all our readings, there is a common theme that calls us to repentance. We are asked to have a change of heart and sin no more. Repentance means making room for God in our hearts. It means having faith by totally trusting in Him. It means surrendering to Him so He can lead us instead of us, having self-reliance. Repentance that is focused on God’s love and mercy leads to happiness and peace because God does not desire the death of a sinner, but repentance of a sinner. When we repent with a repentance that is pleasing to God, our hearts will be filled with the love of God and we will be filled with the zeal to share our faith and love with others.

Once we arrive at this point in our unshakable faith in God, we must live an upright and holy lives; it is then we shall feel at ease and confident when we present our petitions of repentance on behalf of others to God. Then, our God would say to us, “See, I am here!” (1 Samuel 3:4). In these words, God makes a wonderful promise, and shows us His generosity that he is more ready to give than we are ready to ask. And we will have amazing share in His gifts because we have been given every incentive to change our ways by repenting of our sins. So, we have been called by God and it is up to us to return to Him while we still have the opportunity to repent.

It is by the grace of God that we can do anything good. So, we must ask the Holy Spirit to help us to be faithful to God and repent of our sins. God has placed the Holy Spirit in our hearts to remind us when we sin. He nudges us to repent and seek the Sacrament of reconciliation when we need it so our hearts can be pure when we receive the Holy Eucharist at Mass. Like the Eucharist which was bread and wine before consecration, the bread and wine becomes Spirit-filled and then become the Body and Blood of Christ. Similarly, our human bodies become part of the Mystical Body of Christ when we receive the Eucharist in a state of purity.

In our first reading, after Jonah’s disastrous effort to run away from his God given mission to preach to the people of Nineveh, and after he was swallowed by a great fish, after his prayer of repentance and thanksgiving in the belly of the fish, God tries to put some sense into Jonah and show him who is the boss. God tries again to send him on the same mission. This time Jonah accepted his mission at least externally probably he was scared of what God might do to him should he refuse the second time, He found out that you cannot run away from God. God is literarily everywhere.  

The Ninevites who were pagans also got a second chance to respond to God’s will. The response of the people was overwhelming. The animal, the adults, children, the king, and the whole city fasted and poured ashes on themselves. It was a mass conversion. From this story, we can notice that God’s love and mercy is for everyone, weather Jews or Gentiles. We are all the beneficiaries of God’s repeated invitation to repentance. God’s mercy is always open to everyone as long as we are open to accept it with our free will. God seeks us constantly and relentlessly. He loves us more than we love ourselves.

Jonah did not know of Jesus who came to preach repentance to the world He created. If he had met Jesus, maybe he would have understood God better and carry out his God-given mission for him to preach to the people of Nineveh out-right. He would have heard more clearly some of Jesus’ sayings: forgive those who wronged you! Love your enemies! The last will be first, while the first will be last! These are some of the sayings of Jesus that would have let Jonah know more about God’s mercy and His ways. Jonah would have learned that to forgive, is divine. Instead of holding on to resentment and bitterness that kills the soul, he would have forgiven.

The early Christians believed that the end of the world was imminent during their own time. (What is new!)? Some people still have not learned! We still have people saying the same thing during our own time! St. Paul in his Epistle to the Corinthians, also alluded to repentance and preparation for the second coming of Christ and the end of time. Yes, it will be the end of this world as we know it. Eyes has not seen nor ears heard what the New World shall be, or look like. All we know is that it will be glorious and beyond our wildest dreams. This reading might seem to say, getting married life is not what to do as preparation for end times that is imminent. 

While in part of Paul’s letter, we heard him extol the values of virginity, we must also remember that Paul has also preached that marriage is a symbol of the union between Christ and His Church. Jesus also used the analogy of a wedding as synonymous to God’s union with us. He is the bridegroom and we the Church is bride. This comparison points to a higher view of marriage. The point is that no state of life, single or married life is superior to another. Paul’s response is to the end of time is to “stay as you are” (See v. 26). Our marital status definitely is not sinful. 

In our Gospel reading, from St. Mark, we heard Jesus say, "This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." This means, this is time the awaited Messiah comes. The end of the prophets because John the Baptist is the bridge between the prophets and the time of the Messiah. It is the time of the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. By His words, Jesus tells us to repent and be converted, take up our cross and follow Him. Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David that their descendants will be more numerous than the grain of sand of the sea through one descendant, Jesus the Christ. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Then to let us know how serious Jesus was, Mark tells us that Jesus started picking out His disciples. Last week we heard from John’s Gospel how Peter, Andrew, James, and John started following Jesus on their own. It was more elaborate. In Marks Gospel, we are told that Jesus chose them in a fashion that was simple but direct. In this narrative, the four first disciples when called, left everything to follow Jesus. From that day, they were converted from their old way of life, to a new one that leads to salvation of souls. There living everything worldly behind, means, they had complete trust in Jesus as the savior. 

The call of Simon, Andrew, James, and John was similar to the call of Abram. Abram left his Country, his extended family, some of his drinking buddies, and his father’s house to an unknown land that was 1,600 miles away because of God’s promise that He will make him a great nation. Similarly, the first four disciples left behind their formal way of life as fishermen, their family, and everything they knew to follow Jesus for the promise to make them “fishers of men.” Surely, leaving everything behind that is comforting to us must not have been easy. But it was easy for them because they trusted the one who called them from darkness into light.

As we come with reverence and awe, to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him to lead us from darkness which are our sins, into His light which is, holiness of life, His life.
