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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
    “The Resurrection” 
Today our Lord is risen Alleluia. Alleluia is a word that means I believe. In the context of the resurrection, it means that I truly and really believe that He died and after three days, He rose from the dead as He had promised. Death no longer hold us in bondage because of the resurrection of our Lord. Because of His resurrection the whole of creation rejoices because Jesus died and rose from the dead. As St Paul said in one of his epistles, “if Christ has not been raised, then empty [too] is our preaching; empty, too, your faith” (1 Cor 15:14) and we are still in our sin and return to our formal way of life of lawlessness, a life that offends God. 
From the first Easter morning, Jesus’ resurrection had been believed or disbelieved. His apostles and disciples did not believe at first, “it took some sometime to believe” (Mark 16:14a). Thomas said he had to see Him and touch His wounds before he could believe. Thomas was not there the first time Jesus appeared to His disciples because he was a brave man who probably went to get provisions for the group. One would wonder why they did not believe immediately since Jesus told them on three different occasions that He would rise on the third day. They might have been crushed about what happened on Good Friday when Jesus was crucified.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, it was the chief priests and the elders, those who jeered and mocked Him who first believed about the resurrection. Because they believed in His resurrection, they told the guards to lie that "His disciples came by night and stole him while we were asleep” (Matt 28:13a). The people they were leading would have loved for once to hear them tell the truth and God would have loved them to repent as He loved Peter who denied Him three times. Or like those who heard St. Paul preached about the resurrection in Athens said, “We should like to hear you on this some other time” (Acts 17:32b), the authorities would have said the same.  

The women were the first to know about the resurrection and they believed when they were told by the young man sitting on the large rock to their right. Matthew in His Gospel told us the young man was an angel (Matt 18:2). Throughout the centuries, some people have simply denied the resurrection and others have said it was a hoax fabricated by his disciples. In modern times some said it was only a spiritual resurrection or that it was only an apparition. However, it would be hard to deny that the resurrection is not true. The question is if He had not rose from the dead, where is the Body?

There is indeed a special connection between our lives and the resurrection of Christ. We are filled with joy. This joy has filled the hearts of faithful Christians from the beginning of Christianity and will continue to, till the end of time. Today, and every time we receive the Eucharist, we should make special effort to join with Christ as we join Him in representing the offering of His everlasting sacrifice to His Father in an unbloody manner. During the Eucharistic prayer, let us pay attention to the words we heard and let us receive the glorious Body of the resurrected Christ in a spirit of faith.

As Jesus said, we have to be like Children if we desire to enter the kingdom of God. Children hang on to every word of their parents and believe what they said, because they thrust them and would like to be like them. The deep spiritual experience and joy we have experienced during our Lenten season especially today, is something we cannot explain or express in words. However, there is a word we have not heard for a while. But today, we have heard over and over during the liturgy except if you were here at the Vigil last night. It is a word that bring us joy and happiness. It is a word that should be in our hearts as well as on our lips. That word is “Alleluia.” 

Happy Easter
 
