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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10, Today, because of Ascension that falls on a weekday our Second reading and Gospel will come from the 7th week reading.

	    “Love of God” 	
God love us so much that He sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to come and lead us out of slavery to sin and death so we can become His brothers and sisters for eternity. His Son out of love taught us how to become the children of God and be with His Father for eternity. As St. Paul said, “God has poured His love into our heart” (Rom 5:50). Love of God cannot be taught. His love is a gift to us from the Holy Spirit who has been given to us during our baptism. However, we cannot love unless someone has loved us first that is why God has given us Himself as the object of our love for Him. The love of God reaches perfection in those who fear Him and keep His commandments of love.
As this is the beginning of the month of Mary, in her canticle, Mary said this about God, “His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him” (Luke 1:50). When we imitate God, our mercy towards our neighbor and our forgiveness when they wrong us comes for the sake of God and from the love we have for our neighbor. Out of His mercy and love for us, God desire’s to save us so He can delight in us when we repent and return to Him. Without love there will be no mercy. When we love others, we will be merciful to those who offend us just as God is always merciful to us as our Lord taught us in the, our “Father” prayer. 
God desire to save us and He delights in those who repent of their sins and return to Him. Throughout His ministry, Jesus repeated this message over and over again so that it might sink into our mind, heart, and soul. The Son of God took on our flesh in other to deliver this message to us. He used our words and our earthly daily experiences as example for us so we can understand His message of salvation. He told us the story of the love of the father of the prodigal son for his sons, He told us the story of the man left half dead on the side of the road whom the good Samaritan picked up and showed love and mercy to, let us know about the saving love and mercy of His Father.  
In our first reading, apart from the resurrection story, we have the second most compelling story in our first reading today. We have God revealing to humanity that His Son did not just come to call the Jews but also the Gentiles to be part of His kingdom. That His Son did not suffer the passion, death, and resurrection for only the Jews but for all of humanity. God also told us this revelation in a dramatic way with Peter having a vision while praying about all types of animals, some that Jews considered to be unclean, are to be consumed by Peter. Peter was put off by this request. God told Him, “What God has made clean, you are not to call profane.” 
While Peter was pondering the meaning of the vision, the men Cornelius (a Gentile) sent arrived. Peter was told to go with them without any hesitation, because God had sent them. Peter went with them. As he was talking to Cornelius and his family relatives and friends, the Holy Spirit came down upon them. Peter and all who came with him, such as circumcised Jews were incredulous that God also poured down the Holy Spirit on uncircumcised Gentiles. Peter commanded them to be baptized. 
This occurrence reminds us of what Jesus said in one of the Gospels, “I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16). This tells us that God is not bound by His rules. He can do anything in any way or order He desires. 
We are the Gentiles, the non-Jews who are now part of the flock Jesus is leading into His Heavenly Kingdom. This tells us that God’s love has no boundary. Cornelius and his family though Gentiles desired to know God but did not follow the Jewish law of circumcision, however, those who were doing God’s will, will be part of His kingdom. This tells us that God loves everybody who obeys His commandments of love and walk in His ways.
In our Second reading, from the 1st letter of St. John, we have the continuation of our theme of the love of God. Earlier in our Epistle, St. John had said the Father sent Jesus into the world as savior of the world and that they had seen Him and testified to this (Jn 10:14). God through John is saying that the testimony of the Holy Spirit and of our faith, when joined with the testimony of love point to our knowledge of God. Our love is rooted in the confession of Jesus as the Son of God and Jesus is the example of God’s love for us. Similarly, all our love must be for God and our neighbor. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christian life is founded on the knowledge of God as love and on his continuing presence that relieves us from fear of judgment at the end of time (1 Jn 4:16–18). What Christ is, gives us confidence, even as we live and love in this world. Yet Christian love is nonconcrete, however, the members of Christianity, the body of Christ, live in the concrete manner of love for one another with the understanding that someday, they would have to answer to God why they did not live according to His precept. 
 In our Gospel reading, we heard Jesus praying for us. On the night before He died, Jesus knew that after His ascension, some people would distort the truth of His teachings to suit their own purpose. False prophets will arise claiming to be him. Jesus prayed to His Father saying “When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me.” Jesus knew that He was about to pass from this world and that the time of danger would come soon. He also prayed, “Consecrate them in the truth.” 
This prayer of Jesus as expected has been answered. The Church as a whole has been consecrated in truth so that error does not arise in the official teachings of the Church. She has withstood the test of time. We know that the Pope has been granted the gift of infallibility when acting as the supreme teacher of the Church in matters of faith and morals.  The same gift has been granted throughout the entire Church as personified by the college of Bishops in union with the Pope called the Magisterium CCC891.
In recent years, we witnessed the exercise of this divinely granted authority in the Second Vatican Council, which for us implies sure and safe guide to the truth of Jesus Christ.  As Catholics we are assured that we are following Christ when we faithfully follow the teachings of the Church as it is presented to us CCC891.  
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us thank God for His grace poured on His Church.
	
 
