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In our readings today, we will find out how God reveals to us is providential plan for our salvation from the time of Moses to the time of Christ when the curtain was widely opened for us to understand God’s ways. The time of Christ coming into our world was the time the Son of God also became the Son of Man, so He could come and teach and show us how to get to His Father. God’s plan in the fullness of time is that all perfection shall be manifested in Christ, as the new Adam and through Him, God chose to reconcile all things to Himself. His plan is to love us with the same love He has for His only begotten Son. Let us open our hearts to receive His generous offer.

Because of His love for us, the Son, when He became Man by assuming our human nature, became the instrument of our salvation. By taking up our human nature, He was able to experience all that we suffer and more without committing any sin. Thereby, showing us that we too can become as perfect as Him, and our heavenly Father. Through Christ, especially by His passion, death, and resurrection, we have been able to offer daily, the perfect sacrifice His Father desires of us. That is why you are here today to represent the ultimate sacrifice, the Son of God offered to His Father on the cross on Calvary on our behalf for our redemption.

The love that God has for His Son, comes in the Person of the Holy Spirit. By receiving this gift of the Holy Spirit through our baptism, we become the image of Christ because we become sinless at that very moment of our baptism. However, how long do we remain sinless? Because of concupiscence or the tendency to sin, we are prone to sinning in the word we speak, in our action, in what we do, and in what we fail to do. So we do sin again and again and separate ourselves from God. However, Jesus has atoned for our sins. So if we repent of our sin and go to the sacrament of reconciliation, God in His love and mercy will wipe away our sins.

In our first reading, we heard Moses tells our fore fathers who out of serval fear asked Moses to intercede for them because they were too scared when they heard the voice of God or see the fire of God. They felt they would die because of the awesome power of God. So they asked that they would have Moses talk to God on their behalf and tell them what God says. Then in God’s plan, He told them through Moses that He would send someone like Moses. However, they must listen to Him. To ‘listen’ means not only to hear His word, but to put them into action what He tells us. They must listen to Him because He will be speaking God’s words. 

Jesus is the coming prophet. His coming into our world is the fulfilment of what God told Moses to tell His people God through the Word created all things. We are in the age between our Lord’s first coming and His last. We live in the new world begun by His life, Death, Resurrection, and Ascension, by sending His Spirit upon the Church. But we await the day when He will come again in glory. The questions we must ask ourselves are, do we listening to His word? Are we obeying His commandments? Are we His disciples or are we just hearing His word and not putting them into action, because If we have seen and received Him we have seen the Father.

In our second reading, we heard St. Paul tell the Corinthians about doing the will of God in whatever state of life they might be in. Should they be single or married. If married, they are of course doing the will of God who said at creation, “God blessed them and God said to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it”(Gen 1:28). If they are carrying out God’s command as being married, they are doing no wrong. In Paul’s assessment of single people whom he sees as having more time to do God’s work, they are also doing God’s work. 

Yes, single people will have more time to dedicate to the spreading of the Gospel with undivided heart, they are no more or less fulfilling the command of God. We must remember that at the time of His writing, the Christian community including Paul, was thinking that the world was coming to an end imminently. So propagating of life would not be uppermost in people’s lives. Paul made it clear that he was not restricting their liberty to choose one side or the other. The bottom line is that celibacy and marriage do not compete with each other. Without children that comes from being married, there will be nobody to carry on the work of God in either case.

In our Gospel reading, we heard the fulfilment of our first reading in which God told the Jews that a Prophet like Moses will arise in the world from one of them. Jesus is the fulfilment of that prophesy. We heard a brief reference to the arrest of John the Baptist who was sent ahead of Jesus to prepare the way for Jesus. He preached about repentance. Jesus also started His public ministry preaching about repentance for the sake of the kingdom of God establishing continuity between His message and that of John the Baptist. Jesus came with power and authority that the people who heard Him where in awe and amazement of His preaching.  

Jesus did not preach like the Scribes or the prophets who would say, “Thus says the Lord God….” Rather Jesus would proclaim, “I say to you….” Moreover, Jesus revealed the true nature of God not only by His words but by power and action by casting out unclean spirits and perform miracles. In seeing Jesus, we see God in the flesh. In Jesus, we have the answers to the questions, what is God like and what does He want from us? As His followers, we also received authority to become children of God there by sharing in His power. However, we have to participate in His divine life by living a life of holiness and to activate this authority. 

We have to live in accordance to His Gospel. To activate the different gifts we receive from the Holy Spirit for building up His Church. Our call from God is to believe in the power of His Word, to proclaim these word of God and put into practice. The power of the Word is still alive today and continue to bring about transformation and healing to all who live their lives according to His Gospel. It is the faithful adherence to His word that will help us ‘to be free from anxieties’ and realize that irrespective of our vocation in life, what is most important is our constant strive for holiness.

As we come with reverence and awe, to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Jesus to increase our faith in Him so we can live daily according to His Gospel.
