
READINGS: Is 50:5-9a/ Jas 2:14-18 / Mk 8:27-35
09-15-2024
Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “Faith in God Through Works” 	
All our readings today ask us to have faith in God. When we have faith in God, we would listen to His words His Son our Lord Jesus Christ passed on to us from His Father. To listen to Him, we must die to self. According to the Catechism, “The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of Christian faith and life. It is the mystery of God in Himself. It is therefore the source of all the other mysteries of faith, the light that enlightens them…”  This mystery of God has been opened to us when the Father revealed His Son Jesus Christ to us and the Son reveled the Holy Spirit to us as the bases of our faith that we have one God in Three Persons.
Faith is a gift from God by which we believe in God and all that He has said and when we have this faith, we will desire to know all about God the Son who came down to reveal and teach us about God; and it is then that we will truly know who God is. However, it is not enough that we know what Jesus wants us to learn and embrace in our hearts, we must also be doers of what we learn and believe. We must put our faith into action knowing that our loving God will lead us to Himself welcoming us with open arms every time we fail and repent of our sins. When we are faithful in seeking the common good for His sake, our light will shine for the world to see.

It is God who created light to shine out of darkness all over the universe. He has caused light to shine in our hearts so that we might receive the revelation of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ His only begotten Son who came to save us. Similarly, through faith the face of His Son enlightens those who would listen to Him. He is the eternal delight enlightening our heart and minds. He came from the Father to shine on us the glory of his face. His gaze enables us to see what is eternal and heavenly and avoid where before we were imprisoned in the darkness of this world. He is the eternal splendor of our lives.

In our first reading, God spoke through Prophet Isaiah, about an unknown suffering servant. The words of the suffering servant are words that Jesus would have said during His passion and death. Jesus did not rebel against the evil He was to endure when Moses and Elijah foretold to Jesus, at the Transfiguration what He would have to endure during His Passion. He endured what He had to go through because of His love for us. He did not call on His army of angels to wipe out His enemies when He was beaten, His beard was plucked. He did not avoid the spitting and did not buffet His face. He did not feel ashamed and disgraced because of His faith in His Father who sent Him.

Jesus held His head high and refused to be put to shame. If His accusers were ready to stand up and face the just Judge, He was ready for that as well. He would endure any pain and humiliation so we could be free from the clutches of our enemies, the devil, sin, and death. He knew His Father was watching over Him and seeing what He was going through because of His love for His adopted brothers and sisters. Our redemption was His goal. This passage of Isaiah was written over 500 years before Jesus came to rescue us. We will hear this passage again on Palm Sunday, and on Wednesday of Holy Week. We heard it today because of Jesus predicting His suffering in the Gospel. I hope you indulged me in applying the passage to Jesus directly.

In our second reading from the Epistle of St. James, we heard about faith and works. St. James while deliberating on faith came out with the solution that faith and works are like a married couple who could not be separated from each other. James surmised that faith does not exist without work. James asked if it is right if one has faith, but does not have works of mercy to go along with faith, will faith alone save that person? Anyone can say they have faith but without works, it is not works but just word of mouth. The point is action speaks louder than words or a picture is worth more than a thousand words as the common say goes.

St. James then share a parable about someone who is hungry and had no clothing knocks on your door and you did not give them food and clothing and you tell them to be happy knowing that they would soon die without food and warm clothing. James asked what type of faith is that! What type of faith in Jesus is that? We know that Jesus fed 5000 men plus women and children because He knew without food, they would die on their way back home. He surmised that faith without work is a dead faith, and he asked this question of those who say “faith alone” saves. He asked them to show him their faith without works. and he would show them his faith from his works.

This passage was a source of bitter discussion between Catholics and Protestants in the 16th century. Martin Luther had said, we are saved by “faith alone.” However, saved by faith alone is not in the Bible. The only place that faith alone appears in the Bible is in the letter of James that says we are NOT saved by faith alone. To resolve this problem, a Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification signed by representative of the Vatican and the Lutheran World Federation on October 31, 1999, brought some resolution to the controversy. The document says, we are justified by the grace of God alone.

In our Gospel reading after some time had passed during Jesus’s ministry, Jesus asked His disciples who do people say that He is and they "John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the prophets. "Jesus then asked them point blank, who do you say that I AM? Peter then made his profession of faith "You are the Christ." Or the Messiah. Jesus must have picked Caesarea Philippi which happens to be a place where several statues of Greek and Roman gods and goddesses were dedicated. Jesus was trying to emphasize that all the statues of gods and goddesses were fake, and He is the real Son of God or the real Messiah.

Then Jesus told them about His coming suffering, death, and resurrection. Peter would not hear of suffering, and death of Jesus. He pulled Jesus aside to talk to Him privately. But Jesus responded publicly and told Peter to get behind ME Satan that Peter was reacting like humans do and not as God does. Peter wanted to lead instead of following the Head Jesus.  To Peter, suffering and death must not happen to the true God. He did not know that as Messiah, Jesus would have to suffer to save humanity, Suffering is one of the reasons lots of people lose faith in God. There are lots of people who suffer and ask if God is all powerful and merciful why doesn’t He put a stop to suffering?

That is why Jesus pulled all who were there together and told them the price of being a disciple or follower of His. He told them to pick up their cross of suffering and follow Him. Our cross is our suffering. When we do this, we will die to our own desire and think how God thinks about suffering. God allows suffering in our lives to use it to draw us to Himself. It is the way we are purified and are prepared for heaven because nothing impure can enter heaven.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Him to give us the grace to follow Him.
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