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He who loves the coming of the Lord is not he who affirms that it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near, but rather he who, whether it be far off or near, awaits it with sincere faith, steadfast hope, and fervent love” * – St. Augustine
With God Obedience Leads to Peace
Today is the second Sunday of Advent and we continue our journey through the 4 weeks of Advent with the key word of peace. Peace is the fruit of trust. When we have trust in God, we will have peace because having trust, means having faith in God. We are to trust in God if we want peace that comes from above. That is why during this Advent season, we need to grow our relationship with God. By growing our relationship with God, it means strengthening our trust in Him. Our task during this Advent season is to incrementally grow our trust in God. We can have little faith in God and let it grow incremental over time.

Over time, we will have faith that grows from the size of a mustard seed to the size of a bush. that others see and would love to have the same peace as we have. By imitating us, we will be spreading the light of Christ to other people and eventually to the rest of the world. The rest of the world as Christ demands of us. As we grow in our trust in God, the fruit of peace should grow increasingly in our lives. However, if our hearts are restless which means we do not have peace, we should examine our lives and keep on seeking the peace that comes from God that only He desires to give us if we ask for it. Our peace comes from obedience to His commands.

That is why God keeps telling us in Scripture to trust in Him it is so we can have trust in Him and have deeper faith in Him. It is a message that Jesus passed through Sister Saint Faustina in the Divine Mercy chaplet., if we do not have faith in God but we put out trust in other things, that is in the world or above or below such as other people, political leaders or powerful people, or institutions, our faith will be built upon sand which when the storm of life comes we will be left grasping for air. When we build our trust on solid rock which is Jesus and act on His teachings, no matter what bad storm comes our way, we will stand erect and will not fall.

In our first reading, God through Prophet Baruch, informed the Israelites that it was time for their suffering and come to an eternal end. God told them to give up their robes of mourning and misery, instead to accept the splendor of glory God want to shower on them because their redemption is at hand because their accusers will be rewarded for their evil ways. That God is ready to render judgment on their accusers by making things right for the Israelites. God wants to put on their head the mitre that would let all who see them know the power and glory of God by showing the splendor He bestows on them.

All people will come to know the peace that exists in God’s justice and the Israelites in wonder and awe would say “Who are you Lord, and Who are we! They will come to know the greatness of God when their oppressors will be reduced to food for the birds and for wild animals. They will see those who have been scattered all over the world return to their land. It will be time for restoration. Those who were weeping will return home rejoicing and praising God. It will be a time those who are mighty will be brought down low and the lowly will be exulted with joy in their heart.

The prophet speaks of a transformed landscape with valleys raised and mountains. 
brought low to make level road which will make it easy for the Israelites to return to God. All obstacles that will impede the return of the people will be removed because nothing is impossible for God. The glory of God will be shown around the Israelites on their journey back home. God will command trees to bend and make a canopy to form a shade for His people from the heat of the scourging sun. There will be a beautiful smell of fragrance coming from the trees. All these will happen because God will lead his people Israel with joy by “the light of His glory… with His mercy and justice.” All these applies to every generation when we repent and return to God’s ways.
In our second reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians, St Paul expressed his confidence that “The one who began a good work in us will bring it to completion until the time of Jesus’ second coming. He reinforced this desire of his by telling them that like Christ, he also which that everyone who believe in the Gospel and act on it will enjoy the same peace promised by God. Paul’s words encourage us not to lose heart but to persevere to the end so that we will not loose our inheritance. He reminded us that God is always at work in us preparing and guiding us to what is ahead of us. He told them that he loves them as Christ would love them if He were still on earth with them.

Paul let them know that he prays for them that their love for God will increase by leaps and bounds as their knowledge of God to discern what would lead them to heaven which is what is valuable and throw away what his earthly that would lead them to deamination. By searching for what is of value which would lead them to heaven, they will be pure and holy filled with peace the fruit of trust in God. When we have trust in God, we will have deeper faith in Him and do what is pleasing and not what is displeasing to Him. God in turn will bestow His grace upon us and we will become His adopted children.

In our Gospel reading, we heard that John the Baptist voice crying out in the wilderness. Why in the wilderness? In the wilderness, there is tranquility and presence of silence. In the desert, our mind would be clear and would desire to have deeper faith in God, which comes from greater trust in God. The wilderness is a place where we will thing of what is of value for our salvation. In our reading St. Luke gives us the image of what is important to the worldly. He listed the names of the powerful such as Tiberius Caesar, Pontious Pilate, Herod, Philip, and Lysanias and the names of religious leaders Annas and Caiphas. Most of these people played a part or were mentioned during Jesus’ trial.

St. Luke listed the names of those who were in power during the time and, also names of top religious leaders who were in office. It was then that God spoke to John the Baptist telling him to announce and prepare the way of the Messiah. John let the people know the time the prince of peace will come to the rescue of His people. As we heard, the people did not go and listen to those leaders, instead, they were in the desert to listen to John the Baptist the son of a priest Zechariah of the priestly division of Abijah. He was low on the totem pole compared to those VIPs mentioned above. God could have used Tiberius Ceasar the emperor of Rome to make the announcement, and everyone would have listened to him. God uses the weak to shame the strong.

[bookmark: _Hlk184499949] Two of the leaders are important to us, Pilate the Roman Governor of Judea and Herod who governed Galilee. This Herod was the son of the Herod who slaughtered the children of Bethlehem in his failed effort to kill Baby Jesus. Luke also mentioned Annas and Caiphas. Caiphas was the appointed high priest in Jerusalem by the Roman emperor. Annas, his father-in-law who was high priest before was deposed by the Romans. He was powerful, and nothing happened behind his back. John started his ministry by crying for the people to prepare for the coming of the King. John called them to prepare their heart and their life for the end of time. 

Just as John proclaimed to the people of his time, we too should listen to his words as the Bible is a living word which applies to every generation. As Christmas is approaching, we too should heed John’s message and act on it. The lesson we should learn from our readings is that anytime is the right time for the King to come again. True growth often starts with repentance. We should find our own desert where we can reflect on the ways we are living is leading us, is it towards God? 

As we come to receive Jesus in. the Most Holy Eucharist, with reverence and awe, let us ask God for His grace to follow His Son our savior.
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