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   “Manifestation of Christ as the Redeemer of also the Gentiles”
[bookmark: _Hlk186830681]Today, we celebrate a day when God let the Gentiles know that they are part of the redemption sacrifice of Jesus Christ the savior of the world. Epiphany is the manifestation of God as savior of not only the Jews, but all of humanity then, now, and after till the end of time. It is the celebration of the coming of the Magi who were Gentiles coming to visit the Holy Family with reverence and awe of the Baby Jesus. The story is centered on God revealing His love and His desire for all of humanity. It was a moment when all Jews and Gentiles saw each other as co-equal in the eyes of God. They finally realize the plan of God for all to be one. 

At the conception of Jesus, Divinity put on human flesh so that humanity could become divinized, should we choose to use our freewill to choose life eternal by accepting the little Child born in a stable in Bethlehem as our Lord and Savior. We might say, Epiphany was a moment our Savior was adored and worshiped by the Magi. Let us also worship him with joy as we pray to Him for His mercy and grace. King of the nations, you called the Magi to adore you as the first representatives of the nations, we pray to you oh Lord to give us a willing spirit of adoration and service. 

With the coming of the Magi to adore Him, all the ends of the earth have seen Jesus Christ, the saving power of God. He came to tear down the walls separating Jews from Gentiles. Through His incarnation and birth, He established His presence among us. Let us praise Him and cry out with joy to the king of kings, Lord of Lords, who is Light from light. He is the the source of light by light begotten of the Father. We come together at every Mass to praise and adore Him for what He has done for us. The appearance of the Magi points to the revelation that all people are “co-heirs” of eternal life and graced to become children of God.

Today, we are also celebrating the baptism of our Lord, and the miracle at Cana. It is unfathomable that the creator of all things or the potter would become clay to be molded by being baptized by John the Baptist. That was why John saw it as incredulous that God would him to baptize Him. The one who is not created and is sinless, who exists before him would ask him who is sinful to baptize Him. As we know, this was another way that God manifested Himself to humanity. The baptism of our Lord opened the door for us to know about the Trinity. We humanity heard the voice of the Father, God the Holy Spirit come down and remained on God the Son.  

In our first reading form the Book of Prophet Isaiah, the prophet prophesied about the joy that would exist on earth when our Lord would be born. We are told that Jerusalem will be raised up and be a beacon of light. She will be in splendor and be glorified by God because the light who is Jesus Christ would bring light into a darken world that is corrupted by sin. The sin in the world at the time would be like a thick cloud that would blanket the people of the world. However, Jerusalem would shine in the darkness of the world and the glory of God would appear over Jerusalem. It is through her light that other nations will see the light and walk.

[bookmark: _Hlk186916207]There is a prophesy that all her children would be scattered all over the world, and would come back home. This Means, those who have wondered away from their faith and sinned against God, will return to their faith living by faith in God. When they return, there will be amazing joy in the land and other nations will bring their wealth as gifts to Jerusalem as presents to the new born King. Gifts of Gold, and Frankincense will be brought from Midian, Ephah, and Sheba. At this point the third gift of myrrh was not revealed. Why would God not reveal the gift of myrrh during Isaiah’s time? It was probably because, the people would not be able to take it because, it would mean the Messiah would die. This action is similar what Jesus did John 6 because He knew they could not accept that they would have to eat the flesh and drink the blood of Christ and they turned away from the true God.

In our second reading, St. Paul reminded the Ephesians that the Gospel that he teaches was not from him but from the grace of God and that it is for their benefit and he was passing it on to them. The grace entrusted to Paul was the message that the Gentiles are coheirs of the grace of salvation as promised by God. That they are members of the body of Christ and they will be recipients in all the promises God made to those who believe in the Gospel of Jesus. This means that whatever grace we believers have received must be shared with others and not kept to oneself. It must be regarded as precious and cherished.

How we are able to receive this promise is by following God’s commandments of love of God and love of our neighbor. We do this by follow authentic teachings of the Church. We must not follow the ways of the world that wants us to do what pleases us. Just as Jesus said, in John 17, we are in the world and not of the world. As Paul said, God has sent the Spirit of Jesus into our hearts to let us discern and know what is of God and what is of the evil one who wants us to do what pleases the flesh and not what is pleasing to God. Paul’s message is that God desires that we should be one and not be divided. As Jesus said in John 17, that we may be one as he and the Father are one.

In the Gospel of Matthew, we heard that Jesus the Messiah was born in Bethlehem. Bethlehem means the house of bread. Jesus transubstantiated into His Body. Through the 3 wise men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar embarked on the difficult task to meet the new born King. Nothing will stop them from encountering the New Born King. They were led by the star and the light Christ showed them. They saw the New Born King, adored and worshipped Him. We should imitate the Magi by loving and serving God with the gifts He has given us.  We need to allow ourselves to be guided by the light of Christ which guides us because He is the way, the truth and the life.

We need to truly worship God as the Magi did and not as Herod intended to do. By sinning, we act in a similar way as Herod intended to do. Imitating the Magi, we know we should not come empty handed. We will be rewarded generously by God. Our journey towards Christ would sometimes be rough and tough. We must be prepared for any obstacles that might be in our way. The wise men were distracted on their way when the light guiding them disappeared at Herod’s place. But they persevered and were rewarded by finding baby Jesus with His Mother in Bethlehem. As we continue our journey through this New Year, let us continue to follow the authentic teachings of Christ that He passed on to His Church through His Apostles.

As we come with reverence and awe, to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us promise that we will always strive to do what is pleasing to God. Below is a short Epiphany prayer


