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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
.
	    “Trust in God” 	
All our readings today asks us to have trust in God and not on our self or others. When we have faith in God, we will surrender our will to His will. We will come to recognize that we can do nothing good on our own without God. We will take to heart every word of His not just those we find convenient for us. We will belief in every word that He says to us and totally recognize that He is the way, the truth, and the life. We will recognize that He wants the best for us and does not shackle us with His laws. We will recognize that His laws free us. When we follow them, we will be set free from the world, the devil, and concupiscence. Having trust in God means everything we do is out of love for Him and not out of fear of Hell.
We are to depend on God for all things and we are to turn to the Lord with our whole heart, then our soul will find perfect rest form the peace that comes from Him through the Holy Spirit in His kingdom. If we prepare a fitting place of peace in our heart, Christ will come to us and dwell in our heart and He will console us during our trials and tribulations in this wretched world with all its trappings and danger. His glory and beauty is within us and He delights in dwelling within us. Jesus frequently visit our hearts and have conversation with us, His amazing peace, and wonderful intimacy if we completely trust in Him and allow Him to work in us will free us. 
My brethren, let us prepare our hearts by trusting in His love because we know that His words are better than anything we could have in this world. Let us prepare a place for Him who says: “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; yet the word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent me.” (John 14:23-24). It is when we trust Him and surrender to Him that He will come to us in our heart. God will never force us to love Him. Let us put our trust in Jesus and He will respond on our behalf and do what is in our best interest, we should allow Him to be both our fear and our love.
In our first reading from the Book of Job we hear about the response of God to Job. While Job kept his trust in God, he still wanted an answer from God. He wanted to know why he had to go through all the hardship he was going through in his life. He saw himself as a good person. Well, sometimes, we too do the same. We forget that God is trustworthy and a God who does not make mistakes. However, He will correct us to bring us closer to Him so we can know and learn more about Him and His ways. God asked job three questions about creation how He created the earth, the sky, and light though He said it in reverse order of how He actually created the universe.
This response from God probably gave Job something to reflect or chew on that God is perfect and should not be challenged about His ways. Only, He is good. Though Job saw himself as righteous, the sin of pride probably had crept into his life. Yes God was proud of Job when God told the devil that Job was righteous, God wanted to teach Job a lesson to let him know that he is not as perfect as he thought he was and that only God is perfect. One of the things that Job would probably came up with is that God allows everything to happen for a purpose. In creating the universe He did it for a purpose. In allowing suffering to happen to us, He had a purpose.                       
We can understand this in the story of the man born blind, where Jesus gave us the meaning of Job’s disastrous life before His reward. It was a reward that far surpassed what he lost. In the story, Jesus answered His disciples by saying, “it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him” (John 9:3b). So for every bad thing that happens to us, there is a lesson that God wants us to learn from about Him. God is always trying to open our eyes, mind, and soul to know Him, trust Him, and have faith in Him that in the end, He will make everything right for us. Let us go back to when bad things happened to us in our lives, did we question God? or did we trust in Him knowing that He is our loving God who wants the best for us? 
In our second reading, from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians, in this passage, Paul brought us to the redeeming grace that came from the passion death and resurrection of Jesus. It was the love of Christ for us that drove Jesus to lay down His life for us. Only His death could have redeem us. Jesus died so we can live for eternity in the kingdom of God. As Caiaphas prophesied, “it is better for you that one man should die instead of the people, so that the whole nation may not perish.”(John 11:50). Because of His death, we will die no more and we will not be separated from the love of God who always loves us, cherish, and delight in us as His children. All we have to do is love Him back.
Loving Jesus back is by trusting Him, His promise of heaven, and obeying His commandments that we will come to enjoy our reward in heaven. His promise and reward is for everyone because He died and was raised from the dead for everyone. As members of His body, we have all died with Him because where the head is so will the body be. By defeating death and sin, Christ has redeemed every member of His Church who are members of His body. We become members of His body through baptism we become a new creation and after baptism, knowing that sin will come, He left us a sacrament of reconciliation that by the power of the Holy Spirit, washes away our sins. We no longer belong to ourselves but we belong to Christ and we are the temple of the Holy Spirit.
 In our Gospel reading, we heard the story of the storm which we could relate to everyday we encounter trials and temptations that we go through. If we remain steadfast in our faith, Christ will be our anchor, our breastplate and He will protect us under the shadow of His wings so that no trials or tribulations will overwhelm us. With His love, He will bring us to the shore of heaven if we love Him back. Love is a two way street. The one who loves should be loved back. The one who entrust us with His message also expect us to trust Him that His promise of our reward in heaven is true. He commissioned us to promote His message of salvation to all others so they too would be saved. 
Jesus after preaching, performing miracles, and feeding the people with His word was dead tired. He fell asleep in the stern of the boat. He was so tired and peaceful that He did not wake up during the raging storm while the boat was been tossed around like a rag doll. When His apostles woke Him up, they asked Him “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus did not immediately rebuke them, instead He rebuked the wind and the sea and there was calm and stillness, then He asked the apostles, where their faith was. Did they not yet get it that He is God? Did they not hear, know is answer to Job that only God can set the limits of the sea! Did they not know that God is all powerful over all things seen and unseen?
We should always remember the power of God over everything when we are going through the storms of life, when we are restless and afraid of death. Jesus has conquered death and sin and He wants our focus to be on Him and not on the storms of life. As St. Augustine said, our hearts are restless until they rest in God. God wants us to have total trust in Him that He would bring us home and we will have peace. All we have to do is, surrender to Him and He will guide and protect us under the shadow of His wings and raise us up on the last day so we can spend eternity with Him.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us tell Him that we trust in Him.
