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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
.
 	    “Heavenly Banquet on Earth” 	
All our readings today point us to how glorious is the banquet God has prepared for those who love Him. Those who love Him are those who do His will. The joy and happiness of those who are granted a place at this banquet will be infinitely unbounded. The banquet is prepared by Him whose beauty is eternally awed by blessed heavenly hosts. He is the splendor of eternal glory, the brightness of eternal light, and the mirror without cloud. The bridegroom has invited us, His bride, the Church to this banquet and He has spared no expense to make sure that His love will overshadow those He has called to His banquet. He desires that all of us will be part of this glory.
As God said through Prophet Isaiah, “On this mountain* the LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples A feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines. On this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, The web that is woven over all nations. He will destroy death forever… for the LORD has spoken. On that day it will be said: “Indeed, this is our God; we looked to him, and he saved us! This is the LORD to whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” (Isaiah 25:6-9). This prophesy would be fulfilled on the last day when our Lord and savior Jesus Christ will destroy death. 
God sent Jesus to defeat sin and death. But the world we live in now has lost the sense of sin. Sin is what I define it to be. What God has taught us through the prophets and His Son Jesus Christ are no longer seen as the essential truth. So many of us have become like Pilate, who said to Jesus, “What is truth!" To Pilate, truth is what he defined it to be and not what God who created us and laid down the way we need to follow commanded. Many people in the world, have made themselves gods instead of following the precept of God. It is time we turn away from sin and return to God who is the only one who can heal us if we accept His invitation.
Jesus willed that we should share in His divinity, He became one of us by taking up our flesh. However, He did not sin. His desire is that He might make us gods. Moreover, when he took our flesh, he dedicated the whole of its substance to our salvation. He offered his body as a sacrifice of reconciliation to God the Father on the altar of the cross. He shed his blood for our ransom and purification, so that we might be redeemed from our bondage and cleansed us from all sin. But to ensure that the memory of so great a gift would abide with us forever, he left his body as food and his blood as drink for the faithful to consume in the Eucharist.
 In our first reading from Proverbs, we are told that the Wisdom of God first built a house, slaughtered animals, and removed fat from the meat so that only meat will be prepared for a feast. She mixed her wine carefully and set her table to receive her guests. She sent out invites through maidens to every high point of the city so everyone could hear her call. She invited all those with simple hearts or all those who are childlike and those who lack understanding but desire to move gracefully and successfully through life’s challenges. This saying prefigures the Eucharist which is the flesh and blood of Christ that our Lord Jesus Christ has invited all of us enjoy in His glory. 
Wisdom also warns us about foolishness. She said we should forsake foolishness so we can live. She warns us that folly would deceive us by saying you will have more pleasure with him which leads to glorification of sin and death. We have this happening in our society today, where materialism and instant gratification is the norm of our society. There is search for power, riches, and pleasure instead of search for things from above which leads to life with God. Our present world is one that calls good things bad, and dreadful things, good. We as Christians must remain grounded in God’s ways. It is our responsibility to follow God’s commandments of love of God and love of neighbor as God defines it. 
In our second reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians, St. Paul also draws comparison between foolish and wise persons. He said the days of foolishness are evil, and only evil deeds come out of them. On the other hand, we are to take the opportunity of the time we have left to do good things and not wicked things, to search for God while He can still be found instead of looking for worldly things that lead to corruption, dishonesty, and evil. We are to live in this world while our goal is to get to heaven. We are to always daily look towards doing things that pleases God and not be self-centered. We are to look for the good of others so they can live for God. 
We are to help those who are in need and not care about our wants, As Mother St. Teresa said, the poor exist for the salvation of those who are rich, while the rich exist to help the poor. While Paul is not against drinking wine, he is against getting drunk which leads to evil and regret when we become sober. That will be too late because we would have sinned. However, as Catholics we must rely on God’s mercy and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. He said He wants us to watch carefully how we live not as foolish persons but as wise persons and the remedy for us is to be Christ-like and be filled with the Holy Spirit. That is when we will be ready for the heavenly banquet.
In our Gospel reading Jesus continues with the bread of life discuss. Jesus is calling us to renew our faith in the Eucharist as the heavenly banquet He is giving us on earth. We are asked to look at the Eucharist with our spiritual inner eyes and not with our earthly eyes. As we participate in Mass it is extremely easy for us to miss the meaning of what we are consuming. We are really consuming the living risen body and drinking the risen living blood of Christ. Jesus said “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.”
It is sad that many Christians miss this crucial teaching of Christ. Firstly, Jesus mentioned eat six times, drink 4 times my flesh 6 times and blood 4 times in just 180 words, and we know that when Jesus says Amen, Amen He is putting emphasis on His word. He is saying you should believe me. I am not speaking figuratively. Here at Mass, we come to know Jesus in two ways, through the words of Scripture, He enters our minds and through the Eucharist, He enters our hearts. To know someone according to the Scripture usage means to enter an intimate union with him. In fact, this is the same term used to describe the intimate sexual union of husband and wife. 
One of the most amazing things in the life of Jesus is the fact that many people rejected Him not realizing He is the personification of all that is good, holy, and desirable and He desires to draw all people to Himself to make us perfectly and eternally happy. Not only did He preach the goodness and love of His Father, but He Himself revealed that goodness and love by His actions. Yes, it is hard to believe that what you see with your outer eyes is ordinary bread and the wine as ordinary wine. I do not think Jesus will repeat repeatedly those four words as being trans-substantiated as real body and blood soul and divinity of Jesus Christ. after consecration. 
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us tell Him that we believe that in the Eucharist, we truly and really receive His Body and Blood. 
