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    “Give Glory to God”

Wednesday, is “Ash Wednesday,” and also Valentine’s Day. As you might have known, on Ash Wednesday, we are supposed to fast and do corporal work of mercy such as arms-giving, visiting the sick. I know that many people would like to celebrate Valentine’s Day with all you can eat. Sorry, this year, there is no dispensation for fasting and eating of meat. The reason why is, because of the importance of Ash Wednesdays and Lent, there is no dispensation from eating meat on Wednesday. I am not saying you should. But you may consider celebrating Valentine’s Day on Tuesday which is also “Fat Tuesday.” Then, you could eat whatever you want. 

The basic requirement is, all Roman Catholics 14 years or older are to abstain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of lent. Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by 18 years but not yet 59. However, these does not apply to those who have medical conditions or other conditions that will be injurious to their health. So follow your Doctor’s orders. 

All our readings ask us to give glory to God. When we give glory to God, He will seal us with the glory of His Son’s face and we will see the Father in the face of His Son. The glory of God has been described in the Old Testament as the cloud that was present when God entered into His tent, or His Temple, or appears to His people. For us, this is the time of fulfillment. A time Abraham saw, and rejoiced knowing that the sons and daughters born of his faith would be blessed in his seed, that is, in Christ. He looked into the future, giving glory to God, in full awareness that God is able to do what he promised. To the Jews, the cloud signifies the presence of God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Whenever the glory of God is seen, all His creation will give glory to God for His awesome grace and power. Earthly words cannot fully describe the glory of God. That was why Peter was speechless during the transfiguration of our Lord. At the transfiguration, God gave the three apostles Peter, James and John a glimpse of His glory through His only begotten Son on Mount Tabor. Now on earth, we can only imagine the true beauty and awe-inspiring of the glory of God. That is why God said, anyone on earth would die should they see His face. We who are the fulfilment of the promise of Abraham should rejoice as we bask in the glory of God.

The glory of God is awe-inspiring and beyond human understanding. It is when we get to heaven that we will fully understand it as far as God will let us. As St. Paul said in Philippians Chapter 2:10-11, “So that at Jesus’ name every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!” It is at the end of time at the time of judgment that every knee including Lucifer’s will bend to the glory of God. It is then we will say, Lord make us turn to you, and we have turned to you, let us see your face and we will see His face and we will give glory to God.

In our first reading from the Book of Leviticus, we heard God give Moses instruction on how His people with Leprosy should be identified and treated. This means, our God cares about and loves every one of us, and we should give glory to God at all times because of His mercy and compassion. God also gave us hope that those who have leprosy could be healed. He is our God who is concerned about everyone who is sick or healthy. He gave directives to those who contracted the disease. They were supposed to go into isolation outside the community when the priest declares them infected until they are declared cleansed. 

I think most of us can relate to the isolation directives when COVID-19 left a bad taste in our mouth a couple of years ago. Those who contracted it, were to go into isolation. Everyone had to wear masks even if you were not infected. We were tested to make sure we are over our infection before we could walk around. Churches and Institutions were closed or on restrictions on how many people could be in a building. We had to stand 6’ apart.

In our Epistle, we heard St. Paul tell us, we should do everything for the glory to God, even when we eat or drink. I see where we Catholics fulfill this requirement! We, always pray before we eat and drink by asking God to bless us and our food. We give glory to God by acknowledging that all we are about to eat, comes from God. However, we must be careful that we really mean every word we say and not that we are showing off, so that people could see us praying which would mean we are praying for our own glory like the Pharisee did while the tax Collector did not. So our prayers must come from the bottom of our heart. 

Another point that comes out of the Epistle is, Paul said for the Corinthians to imitate him as he imitates Christ. He said everyone should be treated equally whether they are Jews, Greeks or the Church of God. In this case, Paul refers to the Church as an institution and this time not an entity or the body of Christ. An institution means there is an order of governance. Paul wants us to think less of ourselves and more of others which means we should be humble. Paul wants us to do good for the glory of God and not for ourselves by being humble and avoid offending anyone.

In our Gospel reading, St. Mark use the story of the leaper and his encounter with Christ to explain our first reading. Lepers are people who are outcasts, who are alienated from the rest of the community. They lack physical touch of other human beings. That was why Jesus first touched the leper before healing him by saying “I will; be clean.” In touching the leper, Jesus went against the law. He let us know that we are supposed to go against unjust laws of man that goes against human dignity. We are to be reminded that we are all created in the image and likeness of God. St. Francis of Assisi in order to overcome the fear of leprosy, hugged a leper. 

In the end what matters most is how we treat others, do we see them as lepers or people created in the image and likeness of God? As St. Mother Teresa would put it, they are created for our salvation. The way we treat the poor and the sick, will be the way God will treat us on judgment day. He will either hug us or cast us out from eternal life. We can only find full and lasting joy only in God and others. Those who love the world are holding on to straws that will break and leave them empty. What this world can give us, is imperfect peace and happiness. They are short lived. What last for eternity is obedience to God’s commandments. 

Even though Jesus told the leprous man not to tell anyone how he was healed, the man could not keep the miracle to himself. He had to share the good news with others. However, the effect of his disobedience was, the leprous man was able to freely move around while Jesus had to stay outside the city to ascertain that He was clean and not infected in the eyes of the people.

As we come with reverence and awe, to receive Jesus in the Eucharist let us ask Him to give us more grace to see Him in everyone whether healthy or suffering from leprosy or another illness.
