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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10,
    “Fear of God” 
All our readings today ask us to have the fear of the Lord. When we have the fear of God, we will obey His commandments of love of Him and love of neighbor. As Scripture says, fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. Fear of God, is one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit which we receive when we are baptized. This gift, is activated when we receive the sacrament of Confirmation. When it is activated, we are able to put it into good use and others will see the good works we do and desire to know God as their best friend. They will come to realize that something is missing in their lives. Then the search for God who is always searching for us like the father of the prodigal son will begin.
It is when we let our ego subside, and we develop simplicity of heart, and humility that Jesus will come in and fill our hearts with His light and love. We must be self-emptied before God can come into our hearts and mind and fill them up with His light and wisdom. It is then we will know the fear of God and know how much God loves us. When we have the fear of God in our hearts we will obey His commandments, not out of duty, but out of love for Him and for our neighbor. Them, we will have simplicity of heart that is ruled by justice and peace and come to know God as the healer of our body and soul, who cures the sickness of our spirit, so that we may grow in holiness.
Fear of God will never lead us to give in to temptations that brings about doubt of His love and mercy for us. We will know in our hearts how immensely He loves us and will deliver us from moments of doubt, and should temptation arise in us, our thoughts will always be filled with His presence guiding us to become more fully what He created us to be, His loving daughters and sons. Jesus emphasized the importance of showing mercy and compassion towards others. This teaching goes beyond mere tolerance or pity; it’s about actively understanding and empathizing with people’s struggles and offering kindness and support as a good neighbor would do.
In our first reading, from the Acts of the Apostles, after Saul’s conversion and He now sees Jesus as His best friend, he was set on fire with the zeal to preach about Jesus in his former stumping ground in Jerusalem. However his formal reputation preceded him. The people of “The Way” did not accept him as a member of followers of Jesus Christ. They did not believe that he was a disciple. However moved by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas became his friend and introduced him to the Apostles which gave him credibility that he was authentic. Just as he persecuted the followers of Jesus Christ with zeal, with fear of God, he preached fearlessly about Jesus as the Messiah.
Paul reported to the Apostles how he had seen the Lord which led to his conversion, and how he had preached in the area of Damascus for about 3 years (Gal 1:17-18). He moved around freely in Jerusalem and spoke out boldly. However, he ran into the Hellenists who were vicious and brutal defenders of the Mosaic laws. Just like in Damascus, Saul had to flee for his life because the Hellenists wanted to kill him. However, some followers of Christ named “Brothers,” took Saul down to Caesarea and he went on his way to Tarsus a city near the coast of Cilicia.
Paul became grafted as a branch to the Vein Jesus and was nourished by the power of the Holy Spirit in the Church. So he flourished in bringing many people into the Church as reported in the Acts of the Apostles. Unrelated to his moving to Tarsus, there was peace in the churches in throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria through the consolation of the Holy Spirit. As reported in Scripture, only Saul as Paul was baptized among the apostles. 
In our Epistle from St. John, the Church is called to show love in action and truth and not only in word and speech. As the saying goes, talk is cheap; and in another way, action speaks louder than words. In the passage we as Christians are called to live, believe, and act in the way we talk as Christians. It is by our action that people will know we are Christians. If you see somebody hungry and you just say, ‘God be with you’ that is not good enough. Instead, as a Christian, you should take from what you have and share it with the hungry person. By doing this, people will know we belong to the Truth which means you belong to Jesus Christ. And bear good fruit.
Our words are like seeds that are planted. If our word grows and bear good fruit, than we are doing what Jesus commands us to do. Our words are followed with action. Jesus is the truth, the way and the life. When we put our faith into action we will be living a committed life according to the Gospel. St. John is asking us to have a well formed conscience. If our conscience does not condemn us, we will know we are doing the right thing. If we follow the teachings of the Church, our conscience will be well formed and we will do what is pleasing to God. But if we do not have a well formed conscience, we will think we are doing the right thing when we are wrong.
Last week, we heard the metaphor of the Good Shepherd who protects us as a chicken protects its chicks. Today, Jesus tells us how to use our freewill to remain as one of His chicks.  He told us He is the Vein and we are the branches. If a branch wants to produce good grapes, it must remain attached to the vein which nourishes the branch. If the branch is not grafted, it will die because of lack of nourishment. The grower will cut it off and burn it in a fire. Jesus told us that He is the true Vein and His Father is the vein grower. And even the branch that is grafted to Him will be pruned by the vein Grower so that it bears more fruit. 
Jesus then told us that those who have heard His words and put them into action have been pruned. He told us to remain in Him because a branch that is not attached to Him will not bear any fruit. If we remain in His word, the enemy will not be able deceive us and we will continue to grow in virtues and become great saints who will be with Him in Paradise. He reminds us that without remaining in Him, we can do nothing good. The enemy will come and snatch us away. To remain in Jesus, we must obey His commandments of love of God and of our neighbor. As St. John puts it clearly, to remain in Christ is to love in deed and truth.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As Jesus tells us to remain in Him as He remains in us, He is asking us, do we want to leave Me too as He asked the Apostles during the Bread of life discuss? He is asking us, do we want to separate ourselves from Him? What our passage tells us is, Christ is with us and will always remain with us, so we can be fully nourished and bear much fruit 100 fold. Jesus want us to know that to those who have a relationship with Him and who listens and act on His words, He will never leave them.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him for more grace to remain attached to Him as we eat His body and drink His blood in the Eucharist.
	
 
