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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
    “The Last Supper” 
Today is Holy Thursday the beginning of Easter Triduum which reminds us of the institution of the Eucharist and the ministerial priesthood by Christ. These are two important sacraments that Jesus instituted for us to keep us learning and growing in our faith. As we are aware, when a Christian is dying, nothing else would matter to the person anymore. Not riches, gold, silver nor diamond will be useful to the person anymore. All their attention will be focused on meeting our Savior so we can thank Him face to face for His sacrifice, and meet His Father and the Holy Spirit face to face. One would look forward to seeing our loved ones who made it to heaven.
Our attention will also be focused on our loved ones we will leave behind. We will love to pass on our wealth of knowledge and the most important legacy we want our loved once to carry on after we are gone from this world. At the last supper or lasting supper Jesus did something similar at the highest level for His apostles. On His last day on earth, Jesus taught His disciples what to pass on to His Church. He instituted the sacrament of Holy Orders or the priesthood which will continue the everlasting sacrifice God the Father wants us to offer daily to warship Him in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 
Our Lord gave us a lasting sacrifice that will last for eternity a Sacrament He promised and asked for in Malachi. God said, “From the rising of the sun to its setting, my name is great among the nations; Incense offerings are made to my name everywhere, and a pure offering; For my name is great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts” (Mal 1:11). The only pure offering there could be, is the representation of Calvary offering of the body and blood of His Son which we offer daily at Mass in an unbloody manner, except on Good Fridays. The supper meal our Lord ate with His apostles on the night before He died was the Old Testament Passover meal.
After washing the feet of His apostles, which could be considered as what Moses did in the Old Testament when God told Moses to consecrate Aron and his children as priests (Lv 8:1-6). Jesus washed the apostles’ feet, instead of their whole body as Moses did. Jesus gave an explanation why when Peter told Jesus to wash his entire body. Jesus then instituted the Sacrament of the Eucharist telling them His blood is the blood of the everlasting covenant and that they should offer the sacrifice in His name by saying “Do this in remembrance of me.” As we know, only a priest can offer a communal sacrifice. So, Jesus made His Apostles priests acting in His name.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the power of His words, the bread became is Body and the wine became His Blood. In summary, the Eucharist and the priesthood were given to the new chosen people as the greatest gift we could receive perpetually on earth, until the end of time. He also established the New Covenant between us and His Father through His blood. This means, through the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross for all, those who believe in Him and obey His commandments, are freed from the slavery to sin. To these People, Christ has offered a promised land in heaven and not in Canaan. It is a promise of eternal life that has been reserved for us from eternity.
After His resurrection, He gave us one more Sacrament the sacrament of Reconciliation in John (Jn. 20:20-21) by giving his apostles the power to forgive sins through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
In the context of our liturgy for the next three days, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday are regarded as one day. Partly, we will not hear the usual ending of Mass tonight and after communion service tomorrow night and we will not hear the Gloria and bells ringing until Easter Vigil on Saturday signifying the Resurrection. 

As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, 
 
