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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “Search & Rescue.” 	
All our readings today point us to God in search of us to rescue us from our adversaries of sin and death. It is like what happened to Saul who was renamed St. Paul in the Acts of the Apostles. Paul was searching for God in the wrong places while God was also searching for Paul. In his search Saul was committing serious sin in the name of God but on his way to Damascus, Saul encountered Jesus, and his life changed radically. He now knew whom He had been searching for all his life and became a changed man. We are like Saul until we encounter Jesus in our soul and once, we experience Him, our zeal (like St Paul’s) for Jesus will fill us with life and we will only desire more of Him. 

My friends, during a war, if a prisoner is captured, the commander would send a strong unit of soldiers to rescue the soldier from the hands of the enemy. In this case, we the church militant on earth, have been captured by the enemies, the devil, sin, and death. We are in a fight for our lives. In His love and mercy, God the Father has sent His only begotten Son to rescue us from the clutches of the devil, who wanted to enslave us through sin and death. God has sent His only begotten Son to free us from the clutches of sin and death which means, defeat of the devil and his demons. Jesus has empowered church militant to finish the job in His name.

No human power or plan is strong enough to defeat the devil in his attacks on the souls of our young people. It is God alone who holds the answer. The devil has created a tsunami of secularism to attack the young people of our generation those who do not have God as the center of their lives. It has gotten so bad that if you do not go along with their ideology, you are labeled as, a “bully.” We need a renewal proclamation of the Good News of Christ, to the people of our time to imitate. We who are believers of Christ need to let our light shine more brightly for the world to see, especially, those in our generation or post Christian society.

In our first reading from Prophet Jeremiah, we heard about the jubilation that would come at the rescue of God’s people or the remnant of Jacob. He searched for them and found their soul ready to listen to Him. He brought them back from the ends of the earth. He brings them back with the blind, the lame, and with mothers and their children God promised to console them give them plenty of water which is the Holy Spirit. He promised, though they were left in tears, they would be rejoicing on their return. Their sadness would turn into dancing. Then, the rest of the world would be in awe of their God and say, see how amazing, powerful, and loving their God is. 

When we reflect on our lives, do we see a parallel in how God said He would treat the remnant of Israel.in the same way as to how God treats us when we repent, return, and fix our gaze on God’s ways? Does God not treat us like the father of the prodigal son treated his wayward son who returned to him after he squandered his inheritance by living a life of debauchery? God is our loving God who despite what we might have done. Our sinfulness could be as deep as the ocean and smell like rotten eggs. God would ask His angels to dress us in the finest cloths put on our feet the best shoes we could never imagine and prepare the greatest banquet for us. My brothers and sisters, let us praise and give thanks to our awesome God who loves us more than we deserve.

In our second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, we are reminded of how God rescued us by sending His only begotten Son. After descending, and on completing the mission His Father entrusted to Him, He ascended back to heaven to sit at the right hand of His Father interceding for us and awaiting the time He would judge the world, and we would become His brothers and sisters. The reason Jesus descended in the first place is to enrich us with God’s grace and the gift of God’s dynamic life within us which is the power of the Holy Spirit. His grace is to grow in us and transform us into mature Christians in Christ. Just as a toddler does not remain a toddler but grow to become an adult, so does a Christian life should grow overtime.

Jesus on descending to be with us, became our only High priest Who lives forever. He is different from an earthly high priest who is chosen among men to represent humanity before God. Human high priests have to offer gifts and sacrifices of animals for themselves each time before they could mediate between us and God. Jesus being the only High Priest is also the sacrificial Lamb who offered Himself once for all to His Father for our sins. No one among men takes the honor of becoming a high priest, God must call him. Similarly, Christ became our High Priest through the Father when God said, “You are my son…” (Psalm 2:7).

In our Gospel reading from St. Mark, we have a beautiful story about Jesus and a blind man, Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus apart from the disciples was the only one who recognized Jesus as the Messiah. He called out, “Jesus, Son of David…” though he was blind and could not see Jesus. Jesus was on His last journey to Jerusalem where He was crucified a week later. and this was the last healing Jesus performed before His death. It was after Bartimaeus called several times and the crowd told him to shut up that Jesus told them to call him to Him. The same people who told him to shut up told him to take courage that Jesus was calling him.

Bartimaeus should be a sign for us. We pass by many blind people, sick people, troublesome people, or difficult family members who irritate us, and we do not recognize Jesus in them. Like St Martin of Tours who tore up his cloak and gave half of it to a Beggar, we might not know we are doing the work of mercy to Jesus who is represented by the beggar. At night, in a vision, St. Martin saw Jesus wearing the half cloak. Christ told the angels who surrounded him: "See how Martin has covered me with his cloak." After the encounter, Martin left military life and devoted the rest of his life to be a soldier for Christ.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
.
There are times when what is happening in our lives prevent us from hearing the call of Jesus. It could be sickness, the loss of a loved one, the loss of employment, a broken relationship or even dealing with the stress of the current election cycle. Jesus still calls us to come to Him. But we might not hear Him because of the noise in the world. That is when we must remove ourselves from the maddening crowd so we can hear the voice of our Lord calling us. 
As we come to receive Jesus in the most Holy Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask for His grace to let ourselves be totally rescued by Him.
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