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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10.

	    “Gifts of the Holy Spirit” 	
On Pentecost, we celebrate the birth of the Church founded by Jesus on Peter the rock. Pentecost means 50th day. Pentecost is one of the mandatory feast day in the Old Testament when all Jewish males over the age of 12 were expected to go to Jerusalem and worship in the Temple. At this time for the Apostles, it was 50 days after the last supper. Jesus before His Ascension had told His Apostles to stay in Jerusalem for the arrival of the gift of the Father. They were in the Upper Room. First, they chose Matthias to take the office of Judas and while praying, they experienced the power of the Holy Spirt that descended on them in the form of thongs of fire and they were never the same again.
Tonight, we anticipate the coming of the Holy Spirit so that He can transform our lives to live a life that is directed by Him. We have to give up our old self so we can be weaponized by the new self. It is only through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can combat our flesh and the devil. The end result for us, is to share in the divine nature of Christ so we can become His brothers and sisters. After our Lord had completed His mission on earth, the coming of the Holy Spirit is so important to our spiritual development that our Lord said, if He did not return to His Father, the Comforter will not come to us. Our Lord said, the Holy Spirit will guide us to all truth. 
We have received the gifts of the Holy Spirit as our intermediary and advocate, to shed light on the hard doctrines of our faith such as the incarnation of the second Person of the Trinity. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of God. Since it is impossible for us to understand the doctrines, with our small minds, the Holy Spirit helps us to understand the Father and the Son and He relays our desires to God with groaning. The gift of the Holy Spirit is in all who are baptized in the name of the Trinity. However, the Holy Spirit gives His gifts according to His wishes. 
Our 4th reading, points to future glory that will come in the New Testament. This glory was fulfilled during the first Pentecost that we celebrate today. God through Prophet Joel (Joel means, Yahweh is God) said, He will pour out His Spirit upon all people which will lead sons and daughters to prophesy. St. Peter quoted this passage as being fulfilled at the inception of the Church on the day of Pentecost in the Upper Room (Acts 2:16-21). This out pouring of the Holy Spirit, led the people in the Upper Room to speak in different languages which led to astonishment and 3,000 people were baptized and became part of the Church.
The Holy Spirit did not only give the gift of languages, but the Apostles who were hiding from the Jews after the Ascension were embolden by the power of the Holy Spirit through the sign of wind and fire. The gift of courage, eloquence enveloped those who were chosen to be members of the beginning of the Church. They were sent out in power to all people to proclaim God’s saving love manifested in Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection. Now empowered, they go out on His saving mission and the world has not being the same since. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, they formed a new humanity, the mystical body of Christ. 
In our Epistle from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans, we heard about suffering of the present time on earth and hope for the future glory to come through the help of the Holy Spirit. Paul says, whatever our sufferings may entail, and they may be burdensome and very painful such as caring for ailing parents, they are nothing compared with future glory. It is also a contrast between becoming children of God and the future reality of being heir of a promise. As children of God in this world we are open to suffering. While as heir to the promise, there will be no more suffering and pain in the age to come when we are glorified and divinized by God.
Paul understood that our present life as first fruit of the Spirit we share in the divine life of Christ because of our baptism. But as for Paul, the true meaning of true hope implies present lack of possession but we should be confident of the future of the gift of full adoption and redemption. Our patience endurance is the sign of our hope. So let us rejoice even in this present world of suffering and trials because the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness while we await our redemption and glorification in heaven. St. Paul listed three testimonies to Christian identity: The glory to be revealed, the hope of Christians, and the help we receive from the God’s Spirit.
Our Gospel reading from St. John places Jesus in Jerusalem during the feast of Tabernacle or. Booth. This will put Jesus at about 6 months prior to the Passion death and resurrection of Jesus. On the seventh day, the priest would take water from the spring of Siloam and circled the altar seven times. The crowd would carried branches of myrtle and willow twigs tied with palm in the right hand and a citron oil lemon in the left as signs of harvest. The priest would go the other and through a funnel would pour water on the ground signifying the water that God gave the Jews from the rock in the desert. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was during this feast that Jesus stood up and ask anyone who is thirsty to come to the Him and drink He also said whoever believes in Him, river of living water will flow from within him. This signifies reception of the Holy Spirit for those who believe in Him. Since Jesus had not yet gone through His Passion, death, and Resurrection, He was referring to what would come after God would glorify Him.
As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him to increase the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us. 
 
