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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “Be Generous Until It Hurts.” 	
All our readings ask us to be generous until it hurts. God has given us all we have It is because of Him that we exist. That we breath, that we realize that we are wiser than all other created mammals and especially that we know Him and hope one day we will know we will see Him face to face in His glory in His kingdom in heaven. In His generosity, God has made us in His image and as co-heir with His beloved Son. Here on earth, God in His generosity has enabled us to enjoy the beauty of the sky, the sun the circle of the moon, the countless number of stars, with rain, and the mystery of the universe for us to discover in time. He is our generous God.
God loves a cheerful giver, and He wants us to imitate Him in generosity. He wants us to give back to Him part of what we have received from Him because we love Him, God wants us to learn from Him how to be generous to our neighbor even until it hurts. For the sake of those who do not know this story. In the parable of the Workers in the Vineyard in Matthew’s Gospel 20:1-16. The landowner of the Vineyard went every 3 hours of the day to hire workers to work in his vineyard. We are told he agreed with those hired at dawn for the usual daily wage. We are not told he made an agreement with those who were subsequently hired at the last hour of the day.
At the end of the day, he told his supervisor to pay the workers their wages starting with the last hired who were paid full dayswage. The first group hired were also paid the same wage as the last hired. The first group complained that they should have received more. The owner told them “My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? [Or] am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?” This parable tell uswhen it comes to God, “The last will be first, and the first will be last.”
In our first reading, we heard the story of Elijah who had prayed to God for drought in the land. God told him to hide in the Wadi Cherith, east of the Jordan. God told him He had commanded ravens to feed him there. However, because of the drought, the Wadi River also dried up and God told Elijah to move on to Zarephath where there was a widow, a non-Jew God had commanded to feed him. Elijah trusted in the Lord and obeyed the command of God as usual. The woman too who was picking up wood to prepare a last meal for herself and her son trusted in the word of the Lord and the prophet who asked her to prepare a cake for him. 
The widow answered the request of the Prophet at the prospect of death for her and her son. She was rewarded for her generosity by God for answering the request of the prophet, God provided flour and oil for all to eat for an entire year and she and her son did not die. The widow was a cheerful giver who trusted in God even though she did not know Him. I can only imagine how she felt when the jar of flour and the jug of oil did not run out. She must have been a believer right away. The lesson we should learn from this story is that we must have trust in God and depend on Him all the time. He is our God who would not allow any terrible thing happen to us.
We need to have trust in the grace of God and ready to act generously when it comes to God’s work. He is the one who provides seed for the Sower and bread for those who eat in abundance. We must not care for the present and spun the hopes that is expected for the future for the sake of our present enjoyment. We must be generous, compassionate, and filled with love for our neighbor and the Lord will be kind and faithful to us. God was kind, generous, and compassionate to the widow of Zarephath who did not have a husband or a father to take care of her and her son.
In our second reading, we have the example of ultimate sacrifice by our Lord Jesus Christ who gave up power, glory, and honor in heaven to assume our flesh and die the most gruesome and horrible death on the cross so we could be set free from sin and death. Even though we were sinners, Jesus generously gave up Himself for us until it badly hurt. He became the high Priest and victim so we could be rescued and set free from bondage to sin and death. As a new high priest and the suffering servant as foretold by Isaiah, on the Cross, He made sacrifice once and for all to take away our sin and bring us to salvation (see Isaiah 53:12).
The letter to the Hebrew talks about Christ’s death as taking away “the sins of many” Jesus bore the “guilt of us all” (Isa 53:6). Through His suffering, He justified “many.” This word “many” reflects the very wording of the institution at the Last Supper “blood poured out for many.” (Mark 14:24; Matt 26;28). In the Mass God who is not bound by time uses His power to transcend time. However, we must not think of the Mass as a time machine that could take us back in time to any period of our chosen. The liturgy does not take us back in time.
But God in the Mass does make the sacrifice of Jesus Christ present to us so that we may share in it. Jesus died only once and cannot die again as we are told in our Epistle. The Mass in no sense makes Jesus die again. Rather, the one sacrificial death of Jesus which He offered on the cross is now made present for us on the altar.
In our Gospel reading, we are presented with another story of a poor generous widow as in our first reading. It might be hard for some of us to understand since we live in a society in which values contrast with the message of the Gospel. The cornerstone of our society is not Christ but economics. A person’s value is measured mostly in terms of economic status. The poor are shunted aside worthless, and the wealthy are put on a pedestal. We say, “Money talks.” says the doctrine of our society, but it is not the doctrine of our faith. The widow in our first reading and in our Gospel exemplify the doctrine of our faith.
God has a distinct set of different values from those of our society. When Jesus saw the wealthy putting generous sum of money in the collection box of the temple, He was not impressed. Yes, it is expected that the rich should put large sum of money in the collection box, but Jesus was looking for something else. He saw that something in the generosity of the poor widow who put into the same collection box only two small copper coins. Jesus explained to His disciples what He noticed. The wealthy donated from their surplus, while the widow gave from her want. She gave until it hurt and did not care about the hurt. Instead, she was happy that she could help others in need.
It was the generosity of the widow that impressed Jesus not the amount of money she gave. Her generosity spoke volume about her life. She must have been the kind of person who also helps those who are in need. She was the kind of a person who you can always count on. The widow is a symbol of Jesus Himself who out of love for us gave everything He had, His very life as an offering to His Father for us without counting the cost of humiliation suffering and pain. Jesus must be our model of living a Godly life. We are called to be generous people, unselfish people in all our relations with others. God does not value us for our money but for our generosity. 
As we come to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist, with awe and reverence let us ask Jesus to give us the grace to be like Him in generosity. 
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